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opiiose the second reading of the Bill, I can-
not but enter a strong protest that the busi-
ness affairs of this country should be earried
on in such a way that we should be funding
deficits in the manmer that we are doing.
There seems to be no limit to the extravagance
of the Government. They can go on as they
like and borrow sufficient every year to pay
off what is owing, I do not know what the
result of this method of finanee will he. I
am in arcord with what the Colonial Secretary
said, that it would be foolish to borrow money
at a high rate of interest in order to invest it
in a sinking fund at a lower rate of interest.
However, T will not oppose the second reading
of the Bill .

On motion by IlTon. J. W, Kirwan, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.8 p.m.

Tegisiative Hsscmbly,
Thursdey, £1st March, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m,, and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ see ‘‘Votes
and Proceedings.’’]

QUESTION—COLLIE COAL TESTS ON

RAILWAYS.

Mr., O'LOGHLEXN (without notice} asked
the Minister for Railways: Were certain
tests of Collie coal carried on last week be-
tween Perth and Armadale? If so, will the
Minister notify the House at a later date
of the results of such tests?

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS replied:
I am not aware of any such tests having
been made.

BILLS (3)-TFIRST READING.
1, Insurance Companies.
2, Land and Income Tax Assessment Aet
Amendment.
3, Land Tax and Inceme Tax.
Introduced by the Colonial Treasurer.

ROYAL COMMISSION, COST OT LIVING.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [5.48]: T would like to make a
statement to the House. Members of the
Royal Commission on the Cost of Living have
sent in their final report. The ehairman ealled
on me this morning, and now I have the
final report for submission to Hiz Excel-
lency, the Commission having completed
their laboura.

[ASSEMBLY.) _

Hon. P. Collier; Have you tracked down
the other Commission yet?
The PREMIER: They are ncarly through.

SELECT COMMITTEE, RABBIT PEST.

Extension of time,

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [5.49]: I re-
gret very much I have to ask for an exten-
sion of the time provided for bringing up
the report of the sclect committee. We have
this afternoon e¢ompleted the drafting of the
report, but there has not yet been time to
have it typed. I move—

‘“That the time for bringing np the re-
port be extended until Tuesday next.”’
Hen, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.50]: I do

not know whether the House will be justified
in granting this cxtension of time.

Mr. Davies: The rabbits are increasing all
the time.

Hon., P. COLLIER: That is just the peint.
It is not becanse T fear that owing to the
delay in bringing up the report we shall not
have time to consider it, becanse now that
we are to go on with the session in Rathleen
Mavourneen fashion we shall have ample
time in which to deal with it. The point is
that the rabbits are flocking in in ever in-
creasing numbers and approaching nearer
and nearer to the more closely settled dis-
triets.

Mr. Harrison: On the other
poison carts are already at work.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Yes, but the select
eommittee may advise the House that this
is an entirely wrong method of dealing with
the rabbits. In the meantime the department
is going on with the poison earts, while we
are awaiting information as to the most effee-
tive method of dealing with the pest. What
will happen if the Industries Assistanece
Board and the Agricultural Department con-
tinue cXpending considerable sums of money
in the purchase of poison ecarts, and the
seleet committee reports that those poison
earts will be obsolete and of no nse what-
over next week? It may be that the commit-
tee will reecommend an entirely different
method of dealing with the pest. Ilowever,
I hope the committee will take warning and
get 2 move on., Of course, I know it was
neeessary for them to go round the rabbit
infested arcas. I may say in all scriousness
that whilst in Kalgoorlie last week T met
some men who had just come in from the
Great Western Railway. They informed me
that all along the country traversed by that
railway, and even aeross the great Nullabor
plain, the rabbits are making overland in
millions, that the wheole country side is in-
fested with them. I questioned the men as to
how the rabbits were getting on without
water, but I was informed that there is a
heavy dew nightly in that part of the conp-
try, and that sufficient moisture is thus pro-
vided for the rabbits.

Mr. Smith: Are they climbing rabbiis?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think so. In
any casc they would not have an opportunity

hand, the
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of exercising that extraordinary faculty on
the XNullabor plain. The question is a seri-
ous one, and I hope the select committee will
present its report without much further de-
lay.

)Mr. Green: The rabbits will be in thia
Chamber before long. .

Question put and passed.

BILL—TOTALISATOR DUTY ACT
AMENDMENXT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 14th March.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.54]: 1
must confess that in discussing the Bill T
cannot call to my aid any practical knowledge
or experience of either horse-racing or bet-
ting.

.\glr. Mullany: You once made a bet, I re-
member. '

Hon, P, COLLIER: Yes, and was taken
down. It has Leen a warning to me eover
singe. Dut there are in the Chamber hon.

members who will e in a position to discuss
the effect this tax will have on the totalisator
from the point of view of actual experience.
Of course, it occurs at once to the mind of
the average man in the street that horse-
racing and betting constitute a sport or a
luxury and therefore afford a justifiable chan-
nel in regard to taxation. Certainly the in-
crease the Treasurer proposes is a very heavy
one, in that it amounts to 140 per cent.; that
is to say, it is to be increased from 2% per
eent. to six per cent. It is a very heavy in-
erease. If the racing clubs can stand this
tax, if they can afford to have the six per
eent. dedueted and still carry on successfully,
it Tollows that they must have been making a
fairly substantial profit out of the sport in
previous years, because the amount which the
clubs themselves will have left to carry on
with will show a material reduction. The
Treasurer said he had eonsulted leading mem-
bers of the several racing clubs, and that they
had nagreed to this increased tax; and that
also the racing elubs of Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der had not offered any objection. TIf that
be so, T do not know that T am called upon
to objeet on their behalf or on behalf of any,
exeept it be the poor, lone punter, who has no
say in this matter and who might not be very
well satisfied.

Mr, Smith:
money.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, both for the clubs
to carry on with and for the Government's
taxation as well. The tax will amount to 2s.
Gd. in the £ to be deducted from the punter;
that is to say, that if a man should be for-
tunate enough te win £3 he will contribute
128, Gd: to the revenue.

Mr. Sinith: And he caught again by the
income tax later on,

Hon, P. COLLTER: Yes.

The Colonial Treasorer: It is pretty hard
to catch, under the income tax, any of the
winnings on the rarecourse.

Hon. P. COLLTIER: The Treasurer is like
the man at a show: what he misses with the

He is the man who finds the
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swings he picks up on the merry-go-round.
Twelve shillings and sixpence in £5 in a very
heavy tax on the bettor. 1 do not know the
mind of the punter very well, but I should
imagine that he would objeet to being speci-
ally singled out in this manner.

Mr, Smith: Then thbre are the fractions.

Hon. . COLLIER: They are retained by
the club, except that the Government get six
per cent. on them and on the unclaimed divi-
dends after six months.

Mr. Munsie: They do not get six per cent.
on the fractions.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I think the Government
will get six per cent. on the fractions and on
the unclaimed dividends. I de not know why
the man who gjeculates on horse-racing should
be singled out for a special penalty. After
all, there is no great difference between the man
who goes to the racecourre and speculates £3,
and the man who speculates a similar amount
in the Stock Exchange on a mining venture.
We know well that many of those who specu-
late in mining are not genunine investors in
that' industry, but mercly speeulators with a
view to making money in the same manner as
the man who goes on the race-course, The
Treasurer received £14,000 From this source
last year and anticipates roceiving double
that amount next year, when the tax has been
a full year in operation. The amount he ex.
pects to reecive is £28,000. After all, the
number of men who frequent race-courses and
indulge in betting is comparatively small,
that is in relation to the total population of
the State.

Hon, J. Mitchell: T do not know.

Hon. P. COTL.LTER: And if we draw forth
the sum of £28000 from this clacs of people
in one year in addition to their having. as
citizens, to mect all other forms of taxation
as well, the country will be able to say that
they are contributing their fair share to the
revenue, to use a hackneyed phrase, in times

like these. I do not object to the Rill, but
shall listen with interest to the remarks of
other hon. members more experienced and

more qualificd than myself to speak as to the
effeet this fax will have upon horse-racing
and horse-breeding. We have heard of how
great a value is horse-racing to the breeding
of the horse, and that it keeps up the standard
of the blood of our stock, That i3 a good oll
defence which has heen put up by the horse-
racing  community, possibly for centuries.
Now the Bill ropes in the trotting clubs.
Whilst the man who owns the trotter is not
able to say that his animal tends to improve
the hreeding of horses, he has another good
defence, in that the animal is a utility horse.
Though the horse may not be a theroughbred
and may be anrything but handsome, the
owner claims that the Dblood-horse is a
mere squib and may run five or six fur-
longs, but is of verv little value in the im-
provement of the breed of horfes in this coun-
trr, and that his animal, being a utility horse,
really does the work of the world so far as
horse-power is concerned. I thoss concerned
belicve that they ean carry on. and apparently
they have an unquenchable faith in the guili-
bility of the punter that no matter how we
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may inerease the tax or take him down he will
still come up smiling again, one cannot object
to the Bill. It is the only pursuit—I will not
say occupation or profession—that I know of,
that one can continue to tax in this way, for
the men who are interegted in it may be taken
down ever so often, and they will aver come
up smiling, In any other pursnit or occupa-
tion, if & man is bitten once or twice, he will
not be caught again so easily. In the case of
the punter, however, he seems ever possessed
of the belief that some day he will strike a
fortune. If he does so the Treasurer will
have a fair share of his goed lJuek, and the
punter will have the satisfaction of knowing
that he has helped the Treasurer in times of
need.

Hon, J, MITCHELL (Neortham) [5.5]: In
my opinion there is altogether too mueh rae-
ing in our community, especially in these
times. Whilst we are going through our pre-
sent troubles, in my opinion, all luxuries
should be taxed to the very bone before we
impose any other form of tax at all. Horse-
racing is earried on to a great extent, particu-
larly in the metropolitan area, and I believe
the real canker in the social life of the com-
munity is found in this direction. We see
young men owning horses and keeping other
young men employed to train those horses.
I do not think it is right at all. There is
altogether toc much racing in the metropoli-
tan aresx, and there has always been from the
very beginning. The wonder is that there are
80 many young men who oceupy responsible
positions in the country purchasing race-
horses and induolging in the pursuit in these
times. T have no obhjection to taxing racing
in the form as laid down in this Bill. I think,
too, that the bookmaker is going to be recog-
nised by the Governmont. I do not know
that it is a wise thing to do to allow the book-
maker to go on, because I am of opinion that
he should be wiped out altogether. If the
totalisntor is taxed the bookmaker will also
have to be taxed, otherwise the totalicator
will be driven ont of existence and the public
will fall back upon the bookmaker. I notice
that the Treasurer is imposing a tax of six
per cent. on unclaimed totalisator dividends.

The Colonial Treasurer: After three months,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not think it
would be unfair if all the unclaimed dividends
were paid into the Treasury, instead of a tax
of six per cent. being imposed upon them.

The Colonial Treasurer: The amount would
not he very large.

Hon. W, €. Angwin: T do not see why the
Government should not take the lot.

Hon. T, MITCHELL: I cannot see why they
shiould not o so either. Wo might just as
well put all these unclaimed dAividends into
the Treasury. The Treasurer says that he
expects to get an increase from £14,000 to
£28,000 from this taxation. In my opinion a
great many people go to race meetings in this
State. On Saturday afternoon we bhave a
race mecting on a galldping course, and on
Saturday evening we have trotting meetings,
and probably the same people go to both. We
also have an army of bookmakers and trainers
in our midst. Perth, indeed, is disfigured by

[ASSEMELY.]

horse-racing, and especially is that the case
in war time, I am fond of racing wmyself,
but in my opinion when it is carried on to
this exteat, it becomes decidedly objection-
able. Lf we can tax this form of sport I see
no reason why we should not do so. The tax
may, of course, press somewhat heavily upon
the small eountry clubs which only racc on a
few occasions in the year aud only have a
small turnover from their totalisators. The
tax upon these may represent a fairly big
one, Racing in the metropolitan area should
at any rate be taxed. The Government, I un-
derstand, made a raid uwpon the betting shops
recently, T have no intention of opposing any
of the proposala in this measure. I hope the
Government will take into consideration the
whole question of racing before long and, if
the war lasts, will bring it under contro! and
cut down racing to a great extent. There is
less Taecing now that there was in normal
times, and yet the Treasurer says that he is
getting as much from racing as lhe ever got.
I do not know how that can be. Most people
claim to be hard up but they always seem to
have money for luxuries, sports, and pleasures.
I weleome this tax, at any rate upon this form
of luxury. I hope the Treasurer will take into
consideration the question of taxing Ixuries
generally, when the Treasurer is looking for
money with whieh to balance his Jedger.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannansy [5.10]: T do not
propose to oppose this Bill en the second read-
ing, hut I do want to sce a few amendments
made to it in Committee. The member for
Northam {Hon, .F, Mitchell) has just stated
that lie coulil sce no reason why the Treasurer
should mnot claim all the urelaimed dividends
after three months. I do not think he would
get very much revenue even if he took the lot.

The Colonial Treasurer: Only a very nomi-
nal sum.

Mr. MUNSTE: The amount i3 very small
indeed. I have just heard of an incident which
recently occurred in Kalgoorlie in conrection
with this matter, and it is probably from eir-

- eumstances of this sort that the Treasurer will

get some unclaimed cdividends. A horse won a
race in Kalgoorlie and was disqualified for
heing under weight. The fourth horse was
then given the third place, Most of the people
who had tickets on the fourih horse had torn
up their tickets by the time the decision was
given. 'There tler remained a som of ahout
£200 to be distributed on the third horse which
had ran fourth, hut was placed third by the
c¢lub. The scceretary of the club had an adver-
tisement put in the paper notifying holdera of
tickets that if they could establish their claims
they would participate in the dividend. There
was onty a sum of £200 to he distributed, but
applieations for something like £2,000 worti
of tickets were made. The people were evi-
denfly locking after the wunclaimed dividenda,

Hon, .J. “Mitchell: That is in Kalgoorlie.

AMr, MUNSIE: Everyone who had a ticket
on that race apparently had it on the horse
whirh tan fourth but was subsequently placed
third. I admit that raecing clubs are getting
one per c¢cnt. less to carry on with than they
had previously. I see that the Treasurer has
a provision whereby any fractional parts of 1ls,
shall not he paid.
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Hon. P. Collier:
old Act.

Mr. MUXNSIE: That is where T econtend,
seeing that the Government are to get 121
per cent. of the gross takings, the Bill cer-
tainly necids amending. T can quite understand
¢lubs which are running a 3s. totalisator being
preparedl to forego one per cent, and keeping
all the fractions of 1s. whieh amount, of
course, to considerably more than one per cent.
1t is nnfair to the punter who keeps hoth race
horsea going and the race clubs. He is the
man who speculates the money and keeps both
going. Tt is unfair, in eases where 5s. totalisa-
tors are in cxister.ce, to allow the club to keep
the fractions of 1s. These fractions shounld be
wiped out and reduced to 6. so as to give the
punter an opportunity of benefiting to the ex-
tent of Bd. There is no other State in the
C'ommonwealth in which the totalisator is be-
ing run in this way. T realise that if the frae-
tions were cut down to 6d. ithe clubs would
proebably raisc some objectior to the payment
of totalisator dividends.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We are studying the
people and not the ecinbs,

Mr. MUNSIE: The people who go to these
race meetings are the people who keep the
clubs going and T am raising my protest on
their behalf. I do not contend that all people
who go to race meetings are bad. Some of our
best people in Amnstralia are racing people,
both as regards trotting ard horse racing.

My, Troy: Who suggested they were bad?

Mr. MUNSIE: A sporting man may not be
all that is degired, but if 2 man wishes to
amnse himself in this direetion, he has a right
to do so. Other men have their sources of
pleasure in whieh there is no taxation at all.

Mr. Feley: That is a good point,

Mr. MUNSIE: Tt is only fair that we
should to a certain extent look after those who
are the means of keeping up sport in Western
Australin. Tf this Bill goes through, permit-
tig the 3s. totalisator on race courses and the
elnbs to keep the fractions up to 1s., we shall
be killing the goose which lays the golden egg.
People will not be robbed, and they will divert
their money from the totalisator to the book-
maker from whom they will get more advan-
tage. T realise that the Treasurer later on is
going to deal with the bookmaker and that the
punter will then have to suffer to a certain ex-
tent. I hope the Treasurer will give considera-
tion to any amendments which may be sug-
gested wher the Bill is in Committee. I do not
intend to oppose the second reading because T
realise that at a time like this, or any other
time, people who are prepared to go to a sport
and spend their money on it, will not complain
at fair taxation and will be prepared to pay
it. I believe that the portion of the population
which attends racing pays, in comparison, more
to the Btate i revenue than any other section
of the ecommunity. There is no doubt abont
that, Jf the Government run a train to a sports
meeting they charge double or treble fare, and
the sport pays the money willingly. If they are
running a frain in connection with any other
class of amuesemert they charge the ordinary
fare, or a reduced fare. T hope that will be
taken into consideration, and that the Trea-

That is the same as in the
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surer will listen to any reasonable amendments
when the Bill is in Committee.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Ilon. J.
Gardiner—Irwin—in reply, [3.15]: Unlike
hon. mewbers who have spoken, T do not know
much about racing, T am rather sorry in a way
that T have not had the experience of, say, the
member for Murchison in dealing with this
question, Dbecause the matter of fractions s
constantly raised. The position did not strike
me as it struck the member for Hannans, and
1 was 1ot thinking of the man outside at all.
I was looking at the question from the posi-
tion of how far I could legitimately tax the
sport and keep it going. We had a meeting of
all the racing clubs and they said, ‘Do not in-
terfere with the fractions. Tax us en anything
else,”’ and the suggestion then was that we
should only charge five per cent. Ti was de-
cided afterwards to take another one per cent.
and leave the fractions untouehed. Not bheing
a maeing man, however, the view put forward
by the member for Hannans did not oecur to
me, T am now in this position, that however
willing 1 may he to take into consideration
the suggestion of the hon. member, I must hon-
owrahly abide by the obligation I entered-into.
It I had had more experience T might have
looked at the matter from the bettor’s point
of view, The only view I took into considera-
tion was how much the sport woull legiti-
mately stand. I will, however, make this pro-
mise: that if T find the public eomplaining
that it is marifestly unfair, T will Ieok into the
matter. As it i8 now, whatever fault there is
it is cntirely mine, beeause the bettor’s side
was never put hefore me. I have entered into
an obligation and I must stand by it.

In Committee.

AMr. Stubbs in the Chair, the Colonial Trea-
surer in charge of the Bill

Claures 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Amendment of Seection 3; Duty
on takings of totalisator:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Subelause 2 reads—

No fractional part of a shilling shall be

paid by any racing club by way of a divi-

dend on a totalisator,

T do not know why the Treasurer has inserted
this sobclause. In South Ausiralia they pay
only 6d.; here no part of a shilling is paid..
If a dividend works out at 19s. 11d. the 11d.
is retained. I suggest that the subelause be
struck out.

Mr. WILLCOCK: By virtue of the fact
that we are increasing the percentage we will
undoubtedly decrease the dividends. Very
often in connection with the 53, totalisatar,
the dividend paid is even meoney. Say that
the amount to be divided hetwen the three
placed horses is 18s. 3d., the totalisator wonld
pay 6s. to each drawer of the placed horses.
Under the proposed system the dividend
would bhe reduced to 17s. 10d., and the public
would have their dividends reduced by Ils.
It will thos be seen to what extent the race
club will benefit. The clubs will be consider-
ably better off nnder the new arrangement.
The extra 215 per cent. which is proposed
will have the tendency to make the dividend
smaller, and an injury will thus be done to
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the bettor and those who are supporting rac-
ing.

Mr. HOLMAN: I pointed out on a previous
oceasion when dealing with the subject of
totalisators, that if anyone were to start
with £1,000 and keep on continually putting
that sum through the totalisator, almost the
whole of jt would be absorbed, and at the
finish there would be practically nothing left.
The proposal in the Bill will not give the pub-
lic a fair run. There is too much dednction
even at the present time. Oa the 3s. totali-
sator it may he pessible, in conncetion with
the three dividends, for the - fractions to
amount to 11%d. in each case. The eluly then
will get the full benefit of the whole of that
amount, The publie surely will not stand
that. They should have just as much protee-
tion as those who engage in other sports, The
average winnings on the place totalisator
wonld not e more than a few shillings. We
should give the public some protection and
some consideration. The member for Hannans
mentioned the penalties imposed on people
who go to races, but it i their enjoyment and
why should we penalise them? If we tax
thesé people why nof tax everyone on the
same scale? T move an amendment—

“4That in line one of Subelause 2 the
words ‘a shilling’ bhe struck out and ‘six-
pence’ inserted in liewn,’’

In Queensland every penny is taken, whatever
the fractions are. The same praciice is in
vogue in South Australia. That is giving the
public a fair chance. When it comes te a
question of three or four dividends on one
racg—that is the straight.out fote and the
plaee tote—there might he a shilling fraction
on each, and this goes to the clubs. The
game is sufficient to encourage the people, but
we must give them some protection, It is a
pity we did not do what Tasmania did some
years ago, and allow sweeps to he legalised
here, Scores of thousands of pounds are sent
out of Wostern Australia every year from
which we get no benefit whatever., We recog-
nise gambling because we allow the totalisa-
tor. We are really co-gamblers with the pub-
lic, accessories after the fact, but we pena-
liso those who get a share of the spoil when
there is no chance of losing. Yet we hold up
our hands in holy horror when it is proposed
to run a sweepstake. We should do all we
possibly ean to proteet the publie from any
source of danger. We already take 214 per
cent. of the publie’s money,

The COLONTAL TREASURTER: Tt was
peinted out to us—the member for Nerth
Perth wns with me on most of these ocea-
sions—that we must not tax the clubs out of
existence. The proprictary elubs say they
gannot earry on as it is, but the racing elubs
would he able to pull through with the
fractions. The clubs are at present paying
14. stamp on every dividend declared over £1.
So that when we econsider this matter, it is
pretty big amount we are getting from the
clubs now. I do not want to over-tax these
peaple. That is no good to a Treasurer who
wants revenue. We are doing a great deal of
penalising already. We get four per cent.
on the stakes,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Holman: The winning owner pays that.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: e are
getting a penny for every dividend over £1
declared by the clubs, and if we take away
everything and do not leave any fractions
the Governmept will not get nearly the rev-
enune that I expeet.

Mr. HOLMAN: The two parties whom we
should econsider mainly are ¢he race-horse
owners, who keep the sport going, and the
public who patronise the sport. If it was not
for the horse owners, who pay a considerable
amount of money for their pleasure, and the
pullic who patronise the sport, therc would be
no racing at all, and if we show any considera-
tion, these are the persons who should re-
ceive it. I have a fair knowledge of the game,
and I know that the horse owners and the
publie are penalised to a great extent now.
[ go further and say that the time has arrived
when the control of horse racing should he
taken away from those who have it; the Gov-
ernment should have absolute eontrol. The
gport would then be much better and cleaner.
We should have something similar to the in-
speetion of liquor, or the inspection of mining.
The Treasurer should not give any con-
sideration to those who de not keep
the game going. Of course the trainers
and the joekeys should have some encourage-
ment, but the horse-owners and the publie are
those who should receive the greatest con-
sideration.

Ton, P. COLLIER: TIf we redues the
fractions, will the clubs be left with suifi-
cient to earry on}

The Colonial Treasurer: They say not. The
proprietary c¢lubs say they cannot keep going
with the fraetions,

Houn, P. COLLIER: TIf we further reduce
the amount by carrying the amendment, will
the clubs have sufficient to earry on with?
So far as the goldfields clubs are conecrned,
those at Kalpoorlie and Boulder, the patron-
age aceorded to racing has fallen off con-
siderably in reecent years. T think they have
got down to a very narrow margin. Further
than that, any profits that these clubs have
made in recent years have been expended for
the general benefit of the residents of the
goldfields. The goldficlds racecourses are
utilised as public parks, they are the only
beanty spots on the goldfields. I have had
no representations made to me in eonnection
with this BRill, hut when previous legislation
was foreshadowed the goldficlds clubs pro-
tested.

Mr. HOLMAN : We should not con-
sider the proprietary c¢lubs, The profit on
the charity mecting, which was held o week
or two ago. amounted, I think, to about
£800. The West Anstralian Turf Club gave
£400 and the other clubs £30 each. Every-
bhody paid to go in, when usually the atten-
dants go in free. Really, the profit of that
meeting was over £2,000. I think the pro-
fits of an ordinary mceting amount to about
£800. We should encourage those who keep
the sport going by giving them an oppor-
tunity of getting something in the straight-
out and place totalisators. I hope the
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amendment will be carried, for T do not
think it fair to penalise the small tote in-
vestor. The profits from trotting meetings
have repeatedly been published, and those
meetings are run almost entirely on the 3s.
tote. There must be in racing, as in other
sports and amusements, a reduction in the
number of meetings, becavse the same
amount of money is no longer available. But
let racing be treated fairly, aud do not let us
tax the small tote investor up fo 15 or 20
per cent. I know of an instance in which
a tote dividend came to 4s. 11d. and a frac-
tion of a penny—a shade less than the money
put in—and the eclub, instead of paying that
§s., retained the entire fraction of the shil-
ling and paid only 4s. If the racing question
were hefore Parliament once more, T should
favour giving the Govermment more control
over the sport. It is not fair that the entire
control shonld he practically in the hands of
one committee. Tar better let the contrel be
in the hands of the Government of the day,
who would be free from certain infinenees.

Mr. SMITH: I support the member for
Murchison. T am not a racing man, but I
ask myvself, who really owus these fractions?
They belong to the public who invest their
money in the totalisator. They do not be-
long to the Government, or to the clubs; and
what right have cither the Government or
the clubs take them? The reason for not
handing over the fractions to the public in
the past was that the fractions were incon-
venient te divide and pay out. But when if
comes to the point of considering 11d. a frac-
tion, the thing is being carried too far. The
proper procedure would be to reduce taxn-
tion on the clubs so as to allow of their
earrying on without the assistance of frae-
tiong. Manifestly. this elause would oper-
ate unfairly to the small punter; and my he-
lief is that the publie will not stand it.

Myr. Pilkington: It is not 1ld. off the 3s.
It will average only Gd.

Mr. SMITH: But the fraction which is
to be handed over to the ¢lob belongs really
te the man who backed the winner, While
originally the clubs retained the fractions as
a matter of convenience, the retention is now
clevated into a principle.

Mr. MUXNSIE: T am sorry the Treasnrer
has made such a definite promise. Seeing
that the use of the 5s. totalisator is extend-
ing, the clubs will derive more and more
benofit from the fractions. Such a thine as
this might happen three or four times a night
on the 5s. tote at the trots. Sav £400 is in-
vested on each of three placed horses, and
that the fraction pans out at 11d. in each
dividend. TIn such =z ecase, the club would
take £32 of the tetal monev invested, just
on account of fractions. The fraetion should
be reduced from Ts. to 6d. T realise that this
would mean a fairly considerable loss to the
¢lubs; but the proposal under this elause
means that with the 5s. tote the clubs will he
absolutel.\' robbing the people who keep the
game going,
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Amendment put, and a division taken with
the foliowing result:—

Ayes 14
Noaces 20
Majority against 6
AYES.
Mz, Angwin Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Chesscn Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Collier Mr. Rocke
Mr. Davles Mr. Smith
Mr. Grecu Mr. Willcoek
Mr. Holman Mr. Munsie
Mr Jones (Tetler.)
Mr Lutey
Noes.

Mr. Angelo [ Mr. Maley
Mr, Draper Mr. Momey
Mr. Durack Mr. Plekering
Mr, Foley Mr. Pilkington
Me. Gardloer Mr. R. T. Roblnsonx
Mr. Genrge Mr. Stewart
Mr. Griffitbs Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrison Mr, Underwood
Me, Hickmott Mz, Brown
Mr. Hudson (Teller.y
Mr. Lelroy

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. HOLMAN: T am not going to see the
public robhed, to see those who go to race
meetings and invest their money deprived of
their winnings. [ will objeet to this as long
as I can. Race goers should be allowed to
speculate their money as they like, and should
receive jnst the same protection as is afforded
lo any other scetion of the community. The
poor unfortunates who have 5s. o put on the
totalisator are robbed up to 20 per cent. of

their tronev. .
Mr. Harrison: They know what they are
doing.

Mr. HOLMANX: That is the differcnce be-
tween them and the hon. memher. That is
why we have so much sympathy for the hon.

member. The public ean lose up to 1134 d. of
the shilling.

Mr. Tlurrison: Have yon ever lost the
114442

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, many a time.

Mr. Harrison: Ther yon are an interested
party.

Mr. HOLMAN: Tf the public are to be
hled like this, presently there will he very
few jecople able to enjoy the only pleasure
they have at week ends. 1If the Treasurer
proposes to run hand in band with the cluhs
for the purpose of bleeding the publie, we
must raise an objection. T intend to move
further amendments. I will endeavour to have
the sub-clause amended to read as follows:—

That no fraetional part of a shilling shall
be retained by any racing elub out of a
dividend raid by a totalisator.
That will allow the public to get all the frac-
tions. The money belongs to only those who
put it into the totalisator. Tn 1903 I declared
that the fractions should go to the Govern-
ment for the purpose of heing distributed
amongst echaritable institutions, and I sHll
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think that is a good idea., Why should the
‘_small investors on the totalisator bhe penalised
in this fashion? If anybody must be Dbled,
why not bleed some of the highly paid officials
of the racing clubs? Why penalise only one
section of the community? The investors on
the totalisator should receive at least some
protection.

The Colenial Treasurer: This has obtained
for years,

Mr. HOLMAN: But it is now proposed to
take another 2% per cent. of their money.
The faet that it has been going on for years
<an be elaimed as an argument why it should
now be done away with, This is a serious
question and is fully deserving of the atten-
tion of every member of the Committce. Even
the {ractions at the ladies’ totulisater are
taken. On a race that brings in £400 to the
place totalisator, it would be quite possible
for the club to take over £20 from fractions.
That is not fair. The fraetions should go
back to the public. I am going to oppose this
provision for as long as I possibly ean. My
amendment should have support from both
sides of the Committee, because it bas con-
sideration for all parties eoncerned. In New
Zealand and in Tasmania, all the business
goes through the totalisators, there bheing no
hookmakers at all. Personally I believe in
running totalisator nnd bLookmaker together.

Sttting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. HOLMAN: In Tasmania hookmakers
are not allowed. Personally I think the total-
isator and the hookmakers should run to-
gether. There is no fairer elass of man than
the bookmaker. One can make a Det to-day
involving an amount of £1,000, and if that
money i3 won, it can be got on the following
day. There arc members on the Government
side who do not believe in racing at all, but
they are willing to support the Gevernment in
taking a portion of the totalisator receipts.
It would have been a fair compromise to have
accepted the fractional part of sixpence on the
ten-shilling totalisater, but if in the ten-shil-
ling totalisator the fractional part of a shil-
ling is to he taken, then, in the five-shilling
totalisator some smaller fraction should be re-
ceived.  Already too much is taken from the
public in the ten per ¢ent. The Commitiee
have showan that theyv desire that the clubs
shall receive rome of the fractions, but I
think the Government want -too much, T move
an amemlment—

““That the following words be added to

Subelause 2—'Provided that when the in-

vestment in the totalisator is five shillings,

no fractional part of sixpence shall he.

paid.’’
When the Totalisntor Bill was Ybefore the
House in 1905, T advocated that the whole of
the fraetions should go to charitable institu-
tions, and this is what was earried out in
Queensland.  But there ithe clubs soon found
a way of distributing the fractions. Tt is only
fair that the fractions should be distributed,
becaunse the money helongs te the investor.
Tn any business in life, in ordinary purchases
in shops, the fractions are not retained by the

[ASSEMBLY.]

shopkeeper. If aun article purchased amounts
to 1s. 11d., and the shopkeeper has not a
penny to give in ¢hange, he gives some article
worth that amount. The proposal in the Bill
is unjust. If the Committee recognisc the
prineiple of taking a portion of the fractions,
then the major share should go to the people
who invest the money. Take banks, for in-
gtance: all unclaimed deposits after a certain
period are not rctained by the banks, hut are
handed over to the Government. It was the
policy of the Government a year or two ago
to restriet racing, but they have not done so.
They are trying to get all they can out of
horso racing.

Mr. PICKERING: The fractions are really
the property of the people who put their
money into the totalisator. I ecannot see why
the totalisator should get these fractions at
all, and T am in sympahy wih the amendment
moved by the member for Murehison.

My, BROWN: For the past 13 years these
fractions have heen withheld from the money
invested in the totalisator. The only altera-
tion effected by this elause is one whieh will
result in a difierence of three halfpence on a
5s. ticket. Four hundred investors at 5s. re-
presents £100, and 10 per cent. of that would
leave £90 for division amongst the investors.
That would give a return per ticket ot 4s. Gd.
Jf we take £87 10s. we will find that there is
a return of 4s. 4%d. on each tocket, and that
the investor will he handicapped to the extent
of only three halfpence. If an investor ecan
afford to spend 5s., he can afford to lose this
three halfpenee. Instead of talking about
totalisators and dividends we should, after
3% years of war, bo talking of serious worlk,
and T hope that we will soon stop talking of
aport and get on with our work.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The vari-
ous racing clubs in the community thoroughly
agreed that the bookmaker was a necessary
evil, but they hoped that the day would come
when he would cease to exist. They also
said that five per cent. was all they could
afford with the fractions. It is now proposed
te impose a tax at the rate of six per cent. on
the gross takings of every totalisator. I have
to put on that other one per cent. and the
fractions are to remain untouched. TE£ T go
back on this, what am I to do? T shall pro-
bably have to take back the one per cent, and
I am not going to do it. I have madc no se-
eret of what T was going to do, It has heen
mentioned in the Budget and in the public
Press. We have already agreed to adhere to
the principle of any fractional part of a shil-
ling. Without exception the racing clubs were
cmphatic that we could mot take away the frae-
tions and the exira taxation as well. I did
not want to tax this sport at all, but there was
a ery in the House and throughout Western
Aunstralia that whatever appertained to what
appeared on the surface to be a luxury should
be taxed. The Committee which went into
thiz matter did not desire to kill that which
was giving revenue to the State, but to see
how far it could he faxed and still give re-
venue te the Treasurer. T am assured that by
this Bill T can get revenue. My personal be-
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lief is that if people realised what they were
paying for their pleasure in the way of rae-
ing, they would recognise that the propesition
is unpayable. And that does not apply only
to horse-racing. I have thrashed this thing
out with the pecple controlling what for the
moment T may term the racing industry—the
people from whom, in the first instance, the
revenue will be sccured. The arguments used
against this measure might also be usel
against the proposed stamp legislation. The
Bill as it stands, however, represents what [
consider to he best in the interests of the
State. I regard the Bill purely as a taxation
measure, and from the standpoint simply of a
tax-gatherer.

Hon, W, Q. ANGWIN: There would not be
much difliculty about making an arrangement
between the Treasurer and, say, myrelf that
I would pay certain taxation it T could get
the necessary money from somebody else. The
persons who under this clause are to pay the
tax of 2% per cent. will obtain the money
from funds invested in the totalisator. The
charge, therefore, is not one on the racing
clubs at all, but a eharge on those who pat-
ronise race meetings. Jf the tax were in-
creased even to 10 per cent., it would make no
difference to the racing clubs. But we would
hear the c¢lubs squeal if this were a proposal
to tax their net revenue 214 per cent., heeause
that impost would really affeet them. As it
is, the clubs are perfectly willing to have ‘“the
other fellow'’ taxed. In that respeet they re-
semble the Perth Chamber of Commeree. The
Treasurer is perfectly justified in imposing
any taxation during these times, but he should
see that the taxation applies fairly. e eught
not to tax the race-goer 214 per cent., while
taxing the proprietary clubs only one per
eent, T do not doubt that the proprictary
clubs have made and are making pgood pro-
fits.

The Colonial Treasurer: They brought me
their balanee sheets.

AMr. Holman: I, too, have balance sheets of
racing clubs.

Hon. W, C. ANGWTN: I entertain no doubt
that the racing elubs jumped at this proyosal.

The Colonial Treasurer: They did not jump
at it by any means.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIX: Apart from the one
per cent. tax on themselves, I should have said.
However, let us hope the result of this legis-
lation will be to keep people away from race
meetings, even though the Treasurer will not
ohtain the revenue he antieipafes. Let us
hope the money now expended on racecourses
will bhe directed into channels more advan-
tageous to the community,

Mr. JONES: My absolute ignorance of rac-
ing—T bave never yet been on a racecourse—
impe's me to seek further information. Much
of the phraseology of this discussion has been
Greek to me. However, I gather that the frae-
tienal difficulty represents an effort to take
from winners some of the money which should
come to them. TUntil I get more information,
I shall not he able to support the amendment
of the member for Murchison, which proposes
to allow 1this filching of fractions from the
larger winner, but not from the winner who
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holds only what is mysteriously termed a
leger five-shilling ticket. 1 favour that all
men should receive all the money to which
they may be entitled; and any attempt to
take away from them any of that money I
view with extreme distrust., According to
my present information I shall, unless mean-
time I receive further enlightenment from
the member for Murchison, move, later, an
amendment which  will provide that the
whole of the fractions shall go to the win-
ners,

Mr. HOLMAXN: We know that taxation
measures must be brought down for our con-
sideration,  With regard to this partieflar
one, the Treasurer told us that he had thrashed
out the matter with the bodies interested. He
forgot, however, that there was a larger bedy,
namely, the general public, who attend the
races and who are more particularly concerned,
T am making my appeal on behalf of the gen-
eral public, and I shall always claim to have
the right to criticise any neasure which, in my
opinion, does not deal fairly with the general
comsmunity. Tt has been said that no pro-
test has been made against the propesal of the
Treasnrer, but 1 would informn him that there
has been a protest, and that it has been a
loud one. With regard to the fractioms, it
fregnently happens that a dividend works out
at 11s. 11d. The club retains the 11d., and
there are many of these elevenpences, too, be-
cause whenever the dividend is small, it is
collected by a great number of pesple. Then,
in conmection with the leger totalisator, which
is a 5s. one, the dividend there also may be
ds. 11d., but, in that ease, the investor only
gets his own 3s. back. My amendment will
have the effect of securing for him 5s. 6d.,
which will plare him in the same position as
the I0s. invesior, who receives 11s. back as
his dividend.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T have just been look-
ing up a return in connection with racing and
it may be of jntercst to quote a few figures
which seem to indicate that racing is a flour-
ishing business. In 1903-6 the nuinber of
meetings at which the totalisator was used
was 65, and the amount which passed through

the machine was £223,200. We skip the
intervening years and come to the first
vear of the war, and it might be
mentioned that eaeh year shows an ever

increasing amount. In 1914.15 there were 187
meetings held and the amount which passed
through the machine was £1484,881, In 1915-
16 the race meetings increased to 261, at
which the totalisator was used—the machine
was introdueed that vear for the first time at
racecourses from which it had been previously
absent—and the amount which was registered
was £497,534. During the Jast financial year
the race meetings numbered 2%0 and a sum
of £500,960 passed through the totalisator.
The duty collerted increased from £35,580 in
1905-6 to £14.775 last year. That wonld seem
to indicate that the war and stress of cireum-
stances have had no effcet on horse-racing. Neo
doubt a econsiderable sum of that half a mil-
lion was invested over and over again, but it
is an indieation that we are a fairly sporting,
not to fay gambling, community.
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Mr, Teesdale: It will read well on top of
no-congeription,

Hon. P. COLLTER: T venture to say that
the men who put that meney through the
totalisator were conscriptionists, because it
has been proved - that the majority in Western
Australia are conseriptionists.  Therefore,
they were my friends’s friends who invested
this money. In the metropolitan area last
year the galloping races numbered 101, and
the trotting races 56, or a total of 157. On
the goldfields there were 38 galioping races
and 29 trotting races, a total of 67. In the
conntry—and this will interest my friends on
the cross-benches—T am glad to say that the
figures are in an opposite direction, for while
there were 93 galloping races in 1913.14, there
were only 53 last year. For the whole State
in 1914 there were 154 pgalloping racez and
last year the total was 194 The trotting
races in 1913-1914 numbered 47, while last
year the figures were 86. In view of these
figures we cannot expect the Committee to be
toc lenient in the matter of taxation.

Mr. HOLMAN : Although the figures
quoted by the leader of the Opposition may
seem very large, it is unfair to put them be-
fore members without an explanation, The
whole of the money which has been given as
having been put through the totalisator goes
through that machine no fewer than six times
in one¢ day, and oceasionally there are seven
and eight raees, and then it goes through
seven and eight times, Tt would be interest-
ing for hon. members to know that if £1,000
were invested on the first race, the club would
take 10 per cent. of that and leave £900 to be
listributed. Then that £900 would be put on
the second race, and the club would again
take 10 per eent. frem that; and so it would
zo on until the last race, when the investors
wonld find that they would be left with a
little over £600 of the original £1,000. So it
will he zeen that the apparent tetal amount

of the investments runs to abont £4,680, or

nearly five times the actwal amount. Clearly,
therefore, this is not a fair comparison. The
investmenis for that one year would appar-
ently amount to over £100,000; but there
were 280 race mectings held, and so the
amount put through the totalisator would re-
present -hut a very small sum when divided
among the patrons of the racecourse. The
amount paid in stakes affords a very much
hetter eriterion of the aeteal position. From
1915 to 1917 the stakes dropped from
£110,000 to £89,000, or a reduction of £21,000,
The moncy that gees throngh the totalisator
woulrl not average more than 10s. per head of
the investors,

Mr, Harrison interjected.

Mr. HOLMAXN: That is just the remark
one wonld expect from a hide-bound, crusted
Tory. The whole policy of such a member
is ‘‘Let the other fellow bear the taxation,
and let me go free.’’

The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will confine himself to the clause.

Mr, HOLMAN: T am sorry that the inter-
jection caured me to digress. One ought to
realise that it i3 wvseless to cast pearls in a
place like this. What is required is justice
for the small investors.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Teesdale: Do you reckon you are being
just to the country? .

Mr. HOLMAN: Unlike the hon., member, I
am game to stand up when injustiee is being
donre. T do not sit like a stuffed parrot, say-
ing nothing, or making only the same remark
in 5 rough, rasping voice every time 1 speak

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member wmust
confine himself to the elause.

Mr. HOLMAN: The figures T have quoted
are unchallengable. AN that I ask is that a
person investing a small amount on the total-
isator shall not be penalised to a higher ex-
tent than is the man who invests a larger
amount, I am not personally interested, for
1 do not make my investments on the five-
shilling tetalisator. "We should be fair in our
taxation, and not penalise the small investor.
The man whe puts 10s. on a totalisator is
muleted anything up to a shilling, while the
man who puts on 5s. is subject to precisely
the same impost. The poor man should he
justly dealt with.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. ‘e ..o 12
Noes .. .. .. 20
Majority against .. 8
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lutey
Mr. Colller Mr. Mullany
Mr. Green Mr, Munsie
Mr. Holman Mr. Pickering
Mr. Johnston Mr. Willeock
Mr Jones Mr. @'Loghlen
(Tellcr.}
NoOES.
Mr. Angelo Mr, Hudson
AMr. Brown Mr. Leiroy
Mr. Davles Mr. Maley
Mr. Draper Mr. Money
Mr. Durack Mr. Nairn
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Pilkington
Mr. George Mr. R. T. Robioson
Mr. Grifficrs Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwlick
{ Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. HOLMAN: Seeing that we cannot get
any reasonable eompromise from the Gevern-
ment, T am going to oppose the clanse. The
Trensurer said he was afraid that if he
taxed racing clubs any more they would
not- be able to carry on. We have been told
that no racing should be imdulged in at the
present time, ard the statement has been made
that those opposed to conseription refuse to
assist recrniting, and take themselves off to
race meetings. Ty way of showing that per-
sonally T am prepared to close down racing
until after the war, I am poing to test the
memhers opposite. Tt has been said that in-
justice will he done if we mflict this extra one
per cent. on the racing clubs, and six per cent.
on nnpaid divideads, in addition. One phase
of the question has heen overlooked. In addi-
tion to retaining the 1214 per cent. which is
now taken from the totalisator investors, the
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elubs have another source of ircome, namely,
the unclaimed Jividends, which at present are
retained by the clubs. Oceasionally the post-
ing up of winners is incorrect; the wrong
names are given, and in consequence people
tear up their totalisator tickets. Sueh an in-
starce occurred only a fortnight agoe. This sort
of thing sometimes allows the c¢lub to retain a
large amount of money, because, of eourse, the
dividends represented by the destroyed tickets
eannot be elaimed, It is impossible for mem-
bers on this side to increase the impost in a
taxation measnre. We were told by the Trea-
surer that he had consulted with the heads of
the racing institutions and had thrashed the
matter out and was satisfied that he is now
doir.g what is right. I can quite understand
the Treasurer accepting anything after the
clubs allowed him the cxtra one per cent. We
must deal fairly with all texpayers and not
pick out cne class and tax them more heavily
than ancther class. It is my intention to vote
against the elause beeause it is unfair, unjust,
and unreasonable. The Treasnrer intends to
make members accept just what he thinks is
right and what he desires.

Clause put and passed.

Clavse 4—Amendment of Section 4:

Mr. HOLMAN: The control of racing is
under the West Australian Turf Club and yet
without any information we are asked to strike
out the words ‘‘the rules of the racing club.”’
What does the clause mean? The Treasurer
might explain it.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: We wish
to strike out the words, ‘‘urder the rules of
the racing club’’ to make the section refer to
what has just been passed.

Mr, HOLMAXN: All racing in this country
is governed hy the rules of racing and this
amendment may refer to the payment of
money, E do not know if there is any juris-
diction by thke Turf Club over other clubs as
to the payment of money. If this provisior

only refers to the dealings with the shilling,

it is not material.

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 5, 6—agreed to.

Clause T—Substitution of Commissioner of
Taxation for Colonial Treasurer:

Mr. HOLMAN: What is the reason of this
atnendment ?

The COLONTAL TREASURER: The Com-
missioner of Taxation now controls all taxa-
tion. Previously it was cortrolled by the Trea-
surer,

Mr. HOLMAN: TIf we are to place auth-
ority in the hands of the Commissioner, we are
making a great mistake. If there is any mal-
adminisiration by the Commissioner or any
mistakes mare, the Treasurer can come down
to the Manse and say that Parliament hail
pMaced the authority in the hand of the Com-
missioner and that the Minister had ro power.
I think that we should say that the Commis-
sioner of Taxation ‘‘under the authority of
the Treasurer.”’ Tf we could put the Commis-
signer of Taxation in the same position as the
Auditor General we would he on sound ground,
but, as it is, we may make as many complaints
a3 we Jike bhut there is no way of
havirg them remedied. I complain that we
bave not had time to fully consider this mea-
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sure. The Colonial Treasurer may think he
has ample information npon the matier, but
to-night he has told us that we will have to
take the Bill whether we possess the necessary
information or not, An important and vital
alteration is being made to the existing legis-
latior,, and the authority which existed bas
been taken from the Colonial Treasurer and
vested in the Commissioner of Taxation. If
anything goes wrong the Government will have
to take the blame.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—agrecd to.

Title—agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported withont amendment, and the
report adoptled.

Third Reading.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.

Gardiner—Irwir) [9%.2]: I move—~
““That the Bill be now read a third
time.”’

Mr, HOLMAN (Murchison) [9.3]: I wish
to draw the attention of the rccent arrivals
in the House to the position we will find our-
selves in. By passing the third reading we
shall be prevented from making any further
inquiries regarding this measure. What is
heing done may have a far reaching effeet.
There is no necessity to pass the third read-
ing to-night. If another place was waiting
for the measure I would have no objection.
This only goes to show that it does not mat-
ter how important & Bill may be, we are not
going to he given an opportunity to fully
consider it. Bills are to be rushed through
all stages at one sitting, and important mat-
ters into which members should have an
opportunity of inquiring will be forced
through the House, simply because the Gov-
ornment have a lot of blind supporters be-
hind them, who do not think for themselves
but allow others to do the thinking.

Mr. Teesdale: Have you all the wisdom
on your side of the House?

Mr. HOLMAN: Tt does not matter what
Bill is brought down we shall find ourselves
in this posgition, Bills are to he passed
throngh in this way, and next session the
Government will come down with a lot of
amendments undoing the had work which
will have been dene during this session. I
protest against the passing of the third read-
ing to-night, because there is no necessity
for it, The Government are merely utilising
their numbers, and the blind stupidity of
their supporters, to earry out their desires.

The Colonial Treasurer: T objeet to the
term ‘“blind supporters.’’ It is not parlia-
mentary,

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the Colontal Treas-
urer take exception to the remark,

The Colonial Treasurer: I do.

Mr. HOLMAXN: I withdraw the remark.

The COLOXTAT, TREASURER (Hon, J.
Gardiner—TIrwin—in reply) [9.8]: I like to
hear a protest when that protest is just and
reasonable. A protest i3 made more forcible.
if it is uttered in a dignified manner. 1
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made a stipulation that my Bills should be on
the file for some days before the second read-
ing, This is a small Bill, and we have becn
debating it for some time. How often, Sir,
in your experience has any cxception been
taken to a Bill on its third reading? It is
generally recognised in this Parlimment, and
in every other Parliament, that the third
reading of a Bill is merely a formal matter.
If T thought there was one thing whieh had
not becn thoroughly discussed I would not
have moved for the third reading of the Bill.
I thought we had thoroughly thrashed out the
matter, and that it would be just as well that
we should have it off our own Notice Paper
and sent to another place.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted to
the Liegislative Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1917-18.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the i9th March; Mr, Stubbs
in the Chair.

Mines Department, Hon, C. A. Tudson,
Minister.

Vote—>Mines, £62,582;

The MINISTER FOR MINES {(1don. C. A.
Hudson—Yilgarn} [9.10]: T have been wait-
ing long and patiently for the introduction
of the Mines Estimates, and have to thank
members of the Committee for not taking
the subjcct late at night at any previous
sitting. It is a compliment and a satisfae-
tion to me to know that a eonsiderable
amount of interest is being taken in our
mining induwstry. I was pleased to hear the
obhservations made last night by the member
for North Perth (Mr. Smith) that Perth it-
self is in a prosperous condition. I should
like to sce greater interest taken in Perth in
the mining industry, hecanse the City greatly
depends  for its  prosperity on  the wel-
farc of the industry. Complaints are fre-
quently made as to a falling off in the gold
yield, and we have to admit that there is
such a falling off. T often think a great deal
conld be done to further the interests of min-
ing if only those people. who gain an ad-
vantago from the industry, would themselves
evinee a greater interest in it. I am pleased
to find that a new association has leen
formed in Perth with the ohject of helping
the industry generally. T do not know what
the rules and objects of this association are,
beeause T have not yet been favoured with a
copy of them.

Hon. P. Collier: There are one or two
on the council who will not further the in-
terests of mining to a great extent.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T under-
stand that onc of the objects of the asso-
ciation is to further the interests of mining
in this State, and if that is the intention
of that body it will have the co-operation of
the Mines Department. The only change of
serious importance in the Mines Department
has been brought about by the removal of the
Under Secretary to the Lands Denartment.
The subject was discussed under the Lands

[ASSEMBLY.]

Department Estimates, and 1 have nothing
further to add, except to say that now that
Mr. King has taken over his new duties the
question of the appointment of his suceessor
is in the hands of the Public Service Com-
missioner and will he deali with in the ordin-
ary course. Flon, members will notice that
on this year's Estimates there are some items
of increase and a few of decrease, With re-
gard to the staff, it will be found in the
majority of cases that the one corresponds
with the other. [Ef we take the Estimates as a
whole we find that there is a reduetion in ex-
penditure of about £1,812. It is not proposed
to curtail the expenditure in the administra-
tion of the Mines Depariment further except
in one partienlar. On inguiry by the Publie
Service Commissioner it wias found—and my
inquiries have led me to the same conclusion—
that the department is not over-staffed, and
that therc is very little scope for the exercige
of cconomy except in general ways. Untit
better housing sccommodation is gbtained for
the officers of the department, it will he ex-
tremely difficult to effect any considerable enr-
tailment of expenditure. Since being con-
nected with the mining industry of Western
Australia, T have always had the idea that the
work of the Geologiral Survey Branch was
somewhat belated. One had to recognise the
extreme value of the work from a scientifie
point of view, and there never has been any
rainsuying tie fact that the work has been
excellently done. But [ am still imbued with
the idea that the branch might be made more
up to date in this sense, that they should not
leave their reports so late for distribution
to the public. In the past it has fallen fo my
lot to urge on various Ministers for Mines
that the results of the visits of geologists {o
my partienlar constitnency should be made
available Lefore the information was too stale
fo he of value. I propose, therefore, in the
administration of the Geological Survey, to
sce that the work of that branch is ufilised
'to better zdvantage. At the same time T
must acknowledge that since I have held the
Mines portfolio I have still further recop-
nised the great importance and great value
of the CGeological Survey wark, Still, in these
times, when economy is indispensable, we can-
not continne to indulge in expenditure on work
which, however good and advantageous it may
be, is not in the immediate sense strictly neces-
sary; the money is too urgeutly ne-ded in
other directions. Accordingly it is propossd to
curtail the Geologieal Survey ataff, Arrange-
ments have heen made hy which we estimate
to effect a eaving in the neighhonrhood of
£3.000 annually, Neot that that cffect will be
shown in mext vear’s Estimates to the full
extent; but such will be the nitimate effect of
the saving which is contemnlated, and whieh
will come into gperation almest immediately.

Hon. P. Collier: By what number are you
going to reduce the stafff

The MINTSTER TOR MTNES: The geolo-
gists will be reduced by two. One geologist
is away at the Front, and hiz place will he
filled bv another man. TFurther, a clerk wil?
he replaced by an officer from the Fxplosives
Braneh, who will not be replaced in that
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branch. Altogether the saving will represent
about one-half of the expenditure in this con-
nection.

Mr. Foley: Is the number of field geologists
to be reduced?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes; not in
the work undertaken by the metallurgical see-
tion. I take it that the wark done by the men
in the field is now, in a certain sense, complete.
The survey of the Yilgarn field has been
finished, and Dbulletins have just been issued
in respect of other fields. T may mention a
few figures to show the general position of
the mining industry of Western Australia.
I have already referred to the great import.
ance attachable to the go!d mining industry,
and that importance will be realised if we only
glance at the figures of the produection of
gold during the period gold mining has ob-
tained in Western Awustralin, No less a sum
than 140 millions sterling has been realised
from the gold bearing ores of this State. The
figure is not one which is readily grasped, bui
I mention it hecause the importance of the
industry is liable to be overlooked, True, last
vear there was a falling off in the returus
from gold of something like £380,000. That
decrease is, however, fo some extent acconnted
for by the faet that gold mining is a diminish-
ing industry, and by the further fact that some-
thing like 5,000 mining operatives are at the
Front. There is the further important faet
that the cost of the materials requisite in the
-production of gold has increased considerably,
while there has been no corresponding inerease
in the price of the product. Next in import-
ance to gold is cpal. The coal-mining indus-
try has been discussed in this Chamber re-
cently.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do you wish to discuss it
again{

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. I wish
merely to give figures showing the prosperity
of coal-mining during the past year, and, in
fact, ever since the inception of the industey.
The total value of coal won to the end of De-
member of last year is £1,849,237. Auch has
been said recently about the necessity for fos-
tering and encouraging this industry by Gov-
ernment orders, It is well to note that dur-
ing the past year the coal-mining industrs
had a record output, despite the fact that war
conditions had intervened in the meantime.

Hon, P. Collier: The war conditions assisted
the industrv.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: For the vear
ended on the 31st December last the output
amounted to 326550 tons of eoal, equal in
value to £191.821,

Hon. P. Collier: Was that an increase over
the previous vear?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T think that
is shown in the report of the Mines Depart-
ment.

Hon. P. Collier: But we have not last year's
report. The latest we have is for 1916.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The figures
I have given are for 1917. In conneetion with
the coal industry, I wish to mention the dis-
covery made on the ITrwin River of a coal
of good quality. The quality i3 not quite so
good as represented in some of the reports
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which have been circulated; but, nevertheless,
the coal is of sufficiently good quality to de-
mand more than passing interest.  Accord-
ingly, assistance is being given to the dis-
coverer to develop the find whieh he has made,
in the hope of our being able to obtain from
that loeality cosl supplies that will put us in
a position perhaps to work the northern rail-
ways at less than the présent cost. Jt is true
that if the field were opened up, this would
necessitate the construction of a line of rail-
way into the district. However, that phase
of the question need not be considered at pre-
scut, becanse there has not been sufficient de-
velopmaent done in conneetion with the dis-
covery.

Mr. Johnston: Is the find on the Midland
Company’s land?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The man
who is working the d‘seovery is not on the
Midland Company's property.

Hon. P, Collier: He is on a Government re-
serve.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. This is
an old discovery, orginally made by the man
now working it, It is in close proximity
to land held by the Midland Company. The
locality of the find, where the shaft has been
put down, is, as the leader of the Opposition
has pointed out, on a Government reserve.
The probabilities are that when further de-
velopment takes place, or further prospecting
is done, the scam finds its way to a dip into
the ecountry owned by the Midland Company.

Mr. Willeoeck: What measure of assistance
is being given?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Only in a
very small way. The concession has been ex-
tended. Further, an application has been
made to the Mines Department for assistance,
and that application is now under considera-
tion. When I said that assistance has been
given, I did not mean that it had becn given
in any elaborate fashion. The diseovery, I
have to point out, is enly in its infaney. The
fird wag made by this sante man some 20 years
ago, and it has only recently been re-opened.
On acconnt of the infiow of water, it is not
possibie to aseertain at present the real width
of the seam. As regards copper, I wish to
quote a few figures showing the output which
has been reached in Western Australia by the
development of this industry. The value of
the copper produced in this State, to the end of
last year, was £1,530,745. It is on the Fhil
lipa River distriet that we are now mainly
dependent for our output of copper. There
we have mines being worked mostly by small
holders and tributers, and the ore is treated
at the smelter run by the State. which has
leated it from the proprietors. That policy
was initiated by my friend the leader of the
Opposition when Minister for Mines; and it
has served the district so well that last year's
figures are decmed to be most encouraging,
Ore to the valune of £91.877 was won from the
Phitlips River mines, and that amount really
has been distributed during that period.

Hon. P. Collier: In 1917%

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Yes; in
this respect, that the State last year expended
£01,877, of which £43,000 odd was advaaced



1016

for ore purchases and £47,000 odd represented
working expenses, The whole of the amount
has been, or will be, repaid to the Treasury.

Hon. P. Collier: But what was the value of
the copper?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is hard
to say, becanse we have not yet the full rea-
lisation charges, nor the returns from the clec-
trolytic people, who make the final treatment.
The copper mining industry in that Jocality
is in a healthy condition. It is true that we
are not obtaining the price which was obtain-
able last year, or even in the previous year;
though the difference is not very material,
Last year the price was £116 13s, 44., and for
this year it has been fixed at £108. That is a
satisfactory price, although it is neccssary to
have a price somewhere in that region, taking

into consideration the extra cost of prodme- .

tion.

Mr. Foley: Has anything been dene to get
over those iniquitous conditions which the late
Minister for Mines tried to have done away
with? The late Miaister for Mines endea-
voured to induce the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to take off the restrictions they had im-
posed. 1las there been any success in that re-
gard?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I hardly
know to what the hon. member refers. There
has frequently been diffieulty in getting ship-
ping, but that difficulty has not heen so acute
sinee we have been selling the copper in the
Xastern States.

Hon. P. Collier: Nothing has heen done.
We cannot get much consideration from the
Commonwealth,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Whilst deal-
ing with eopper, and being about to mention
the subjeet of tin, T may refer to the War
Profits Taxation Act.

Hon. . Cellier: As a matter of fact, the ex-
port of copper is a mowoopoly to-day, and =a
bigger profit is being made now than ever be-
fore, although we have succeeded in cutting
ont the Germans.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We cannot
malke any betfer conditions. The matter i1s in
the hands of the Commonwealth, and we have
to take what we can get. Certainly, we are
unable to obtain shipping to send the copper
away, as we did before.  Ewven if bottomas
were available to earry the copper it would
not pay us to ship at present charges, because
we do not know what price the metal will
bring on arrival in England. The British Gov-
ernment fix the price. Although copper is
quoted at a high price on the Londen Stock
Exchange, according to the newspapers, that
price refers only to small guantities, and does
not truly reflect the condition of the markef.

Alr. Folev: Do the same conditions apply to
hase metal mines also?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The same -

conditions apply to nearly all mines. T am
now just dealing with matters eursorily; 1
shall be prepared to give as much information
as possible later on, in answer to hon. mem-
bers’ ingquiries. With regard to tin, we are
adversely affected by the war profits tax,
With the assistance of the Tasmanian Minis-
ter for Mines, I am endeavouring to induce
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the Prime Minister to take into consideration
the diffieulties under which lead is mined and
marketed, and, in view of thosge difficulties, to
induee him to extend to lead mining
the exemption or velief which ecan be
granted under the War Time DProfits Act,
"That applies also to copper. With regard to
lead, T recently had an opportunity of visiting
the lead-producing part of this State, ths
Northampton distriet, as far as Geralline,
and 1 was greatly taken with the develop-
ments in the mines there, It is true that the
greater number of the mines are in the Nor-
thampton distriet, but those in the oid Ger-
aldine district are such as to give encourage-
ment to the department to advertise that
there is an asset there which is little known,
and which in the near future should prove of
great advantage to the State. We have been
asked to assist there in the way of providing
a smelter, and it is suggected that that should
be erected at Geraldton, but on inguniry as to
the oppertuntities there are of having the ore
treated, and taking into consideration the
fact that the greater number of the bigger
mines are in the hands of the men whe own
the smelter there, T do not think we are war-
ranted in layine out any money to establish
a smelter.  With rvegard to other minerals,
the member for Leonora has mentioned molyb-
denite, and not only this, but in tungsten ores,
sheclite, wolfrain, graphite, and ofther minor
metals, there is a great world-wide interest
heing taken. I recently came across an
artiele in a wmwagnazine which illustrates the
neeesgity for the production of as mueh tung-
sten as is possible in the British Empire. The
Germans had obtained a monepoly of this
commorlity, and it was not until Britain woke
up and found what was in her own dominions,
and commandecred it, that it was discovered
what a prent asset we had. Tt will prove a
valuable asset in Western Australin if it is
nroperly developed. With regard to molvb-
denite, although this metal has been  dis-
eovered in many parts of Western Australia
the principal place where it is found is War-
viedar. The department proposes at an earlvy
date to couvert the State mill there into a
nlant for the treatment of the metal, and wa
hope to make use of that plant, not only for
the prodnction of molyhdenite, but also for
the purpose of eXperimenting with the pro-
Auction of gokl from oves which are otherwise
teo refractory to treat. That work will he
nndertaken at once, and we hope it will he the
nuelens of interest being taken in the produe-
tion of molvhdenite. With regard to tung-
sten and fhe produetion of scheelite, we are
going to mnke use of the battery at (ool-
gardie and the lahoratory there so as to give
those on the goldfields ths opportunity of
testing their shows, and encounraging prospee-
tors to co out and rearch for these metals.
We do not anticipate that this will he a pro-
fitable undertaking immediately, but if it has
the effect of encouraging men te take an in-
terest in the prodnction of these metals it will
possihly lead to the develonment of proposi-
tions thronghout the State. T think that by the
wndertaking of these works and the peneral
research shich the department is earrving out
at the present time, with the assistance which
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will be given, we shall be able to get a proper
inventory of the mineral wealth in Western
Australia, We shall then be prepared, as we
ought to he prepared, to do something for
those of our rcturned soldiers who may desire
to engage in the occupation of mining. It is
the hopz and the desire of the Government to
keep the nining industry in that degree of
supremaey which it hitherto enjoyed. I leave

the Estimates in confilence with the Com-
mittee.
TMon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.36]: T

guite agree with the opening remarks of the
Minister for Mines with regard to the lack of
interest generally displayed by that section of
the public who live outside the sphere of the
influence of the goldfields. As a matter of
faet-it ean be said with truth that a consid-
erable majority of the people of the State,
althongh in 2 general way appreciating or
acknowledging 1he great value the gold-
mining industry has been to the State, have
nevertheless given very little practieal help to
it. That is borne out by the faet that no
matter what vicisssitudes the industry may
pass throngh, whether new and rich fields may
he diseovered, the people in the ecommereial
worlldl and those who might be expected to
take a sufficiently deep interest in the indus-
try, have never invested any of their capital
in it, and have allowed all opportunities to
pass by. Whatever capital has heen forth-
coming for mining generally in Western Aus-
tralia, since the hoom days, has come entirely
from the Eastern States, mainly South Aus-
tralia and Vietorin. Tt is a great pity that
that indifference has existed becanse, had it
been otherwise, many of our citizens wonld
have been drawine handsome dividends for
many vears past, instead of those <lividends
going to other parts of the world, as has hern
the case. T am not stating anything which is
unfair, because it was my experience during
the time T was Minister for Mines, and the
present Minister has also rveferred briefly to
that aspect of the case. Therc is no doubt
about it that whilst the mining industry gen-
crally has  unquestionably contributed in a
greater degree tn the onward march of pro-
gress, and the development of this State dur-
ing the past 25 vears, than all the other in-
dostries put together, we have for several
vears nast, unfortunately, been on the down-
ward grade. and T believe that the Aepression
—if T may use the term without heing con-
sidered pessimistic—which prevails to-day in
Western Australia, is due largely to the de
cline of the gold vield. Whilst the agricul-
tural and other indnstries have been onerating
mainly with borrowed or paper money, the min-
ing industry has always put in circuolation
realdy cash from week to week, and from
month to month. and that has enabled the
merehants and the commereial c¢lasses to carry
on. Tn that respeet the indnstry has been of
immense value to the State. I need only
quote a few fiures to show the tremendous
deeline in the old vield in recent years, Go-
ing back to 1902 we find that in that vear the
industry was at its zenith, and the gold pro-
duecedl was 2,100,000 ounces. That was an
enormous outhut when we come to ealealate
that we are dealing with gold. In 191§ the
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gold yield was 1,061,000 ocuneces, almost 30
per cent. lcss than that of 1902, One can
readily realise what cffect that has on the
general trade and prosperity of the State.
Again, last year the value of the output of
gold was £4,893,000, being £590,000 less than
the value of 1015 That was the greatest de-
cline in any one year in the history of the
State. 1t can be understood what a tremend-
ous influence a thing like that has on the
general prosperity of the State. On  the
fizures of last year quoted hy the Minister
there was a further fall in value of £380,000,
showing # total deeline of £984,000 in two
years, or, in round figures, a million pounds.
This is a serious matter and it really demands
the greatest consideration from every member
of the Ilouse and every section of the com-
munity, Lecanse, if the gold vield is geing to
continue to fall at the rate of half a million
pounds sterling per annum we are  within
measuralle «istance of seeing the extinetion
of the industry altogether. I regret to say

that the decline has heen geaeral. The
Beet  Coolgardie  Galdfield  still produces,
as in years past, more than 50 per cent.
of the total output of the State. If
anything serious should happen to that
little spot, the Golden Mile, or should it
reach that stage when the big producing

mines cease to operate, we ean sce what an
effect the cessation of work there would have
on the Siate,

The Minister for Mines:
to that in my remarks.

Ilon. 1" COLLIER: That is so. The effect
of a decrease in the value of the output is not
so serious a8 is the effect of a decrease in the
tonnage. It must be remembered that these
mines are owned in Great Britain, outside the
State. Tf several mines had ore to the value
of four ounces to the ton, the value of the
oatput wounld be very large. [f that value
decreased to two ounces to the ton, a great
devline in the value of the yield would he
shown. But that would not affect Western
Anstralia, hecanse the same number of men
would be required to raise the two ounce ore;
and, after all, practically all that the State
getz out of the industry is the payment of
wages and the porchase of commodities used
on the mines. The seriousness of the position
lies in the faet that this deecrease in valoe is
dve larpyely to a falling off in the tonnage,
which i 1916 showed a decrease of 440.000
tons as against the preceding year. Such a
serions falling off in the tonnage indicntes
that there are mines closing down, going out
of existence. And every mine closing down
jushes the industry a little farther back,

Mr. Harrizson: You consider that the prim-
ary cause, the secondary cause being the num-
her of miners who have gone to the Front

Hon. . COLLIER: Tt is not due to the
number of miners who have gone to the Front,
heeanse there has heen no seareity of labour
on the coldfields.

Mr. Holman: There has been a little.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T admit there has not been
the same efficient labour available. and that in
consequence inferior lahour has been utilised.

Mr. Holman: That makes the position worse.

I drew attention
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Hen, P, COLLIER: Of course so, because
it increases the costs, and inereased costs may
mean the closing down of a mine working on
a narrow margin of profit. But in respect
of the Eastern goldfields there bas ot been
any shortage of labour, The mine managers
have been able to get all the labour they re-
quired, although perhaps not of the same high
class as before. The position is due in some
degree to the shortage of labour but, in my
opinion, to only a very slight degree. The
fact is, and the sooner we recognise it the
better, that many of the big producing mines
are becoming worked out, and are closing
down. Unfortunately, mining is not like wheat-
growing. The greater the energy put into
the working of a wmine, the sooner comes the
extinction of that mine, while of course the
more energy put into the working of the soil,
the hetter for the country. For a number of
years no doubt, while on rich ore, the more
labour and the more capital put into a mine,
the more will that mine preduce; but unfor-
tunately those methods lead to the earlier
extinction of the mine. That is elearly shown
by a trip to the out-back goldficlds. I notice
that some of our new friends in the House
have displayed commendable energy in travel-
ling about the country with a view to familiar-
ising themselves with the resources of the
State; I hope that all new members will adopt
that policy, for it will allow them to bring
to their deliberations a greater knowledge of
the potentialities of the State. I would like
to see more frequent visits by members of the
agricultural districts to our goldfields, It is
very rarely that the people of the goldficlds
are permitted to see & member of Parliament
representing any but a mining constituency.

Mr. Smith: Do you think it would lead te
a stimulation of the industry?

Hen, P. COLLIER: It might even do that,
inasmuch as the visiting members would prob-
ably come back here imbued with a desire to
agsist the goldfields, and so by legislative or
administrative acts do something which would
result in giving a fillip to the industry. T take
this opportunity of extending a cordial invita-
tion to all our friends to visit the goldfields
Bo that they may hecome hetter ae-
quainted with the problems peculiar te those
districts. But I was referring to out-back
mining centres. One has only to travel out-
back, say, away up to Laverton, ta sce the
remnants of once prosperous mining towna.
There is no more saddening apectacle than to
go through a partially abandoned mining dis-
trict and see houses standing as the owners
walked out, cven the furniture being left
behind, and a onee smiling town presenting

n pieture of desolation. °T refer to this be
cause I am convinced that those mining
towns have not fallen into dceay hecause

the mineral resources of the district were ex-
hausted, Like the member for Gascovne
(Mr. Angelo) T am a little optimistie, and
jJust as my friend thinks he ecan turn those
fertile flats and valleys of the Gascoyne in-
to flowing fields of corn, so do I think that
many of those cold mining towns can once
again be revived and rendered prosperons, It
has been the history of mining in all coun-
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tries. First, there is the period of prosperity,
to be followed iy decline and depression,
which in turn gives place to a more endur-
ing rise. There has been a gencral decline
on every field, with the exception of Mt. Mar-
garet and West Pilbara. Not only has there
heen a decline in mineral output, but there
has also been a deeline in the area held, a
decling of 2,800 acres in one year. In 1907
the dividends paid represented 144 willion;
lust year this fell to £632,000 or practically
66 per cent. in 10 years, That, of course, is
reflceted in the money invested in the in-
dustry. The number of men employed has
fallen off. Last year only 9,000 men were
employed in the industry as against 16,000
or 17,000 eight or mnine years ago. In
1915 the mines employed 1,500 men wore
than they employed in 1916. I have no wish
to be pessimistic. T do not want to exag-
gerate the seriousnesa of the position; un-
doubtedly it is serious. With the exception
of about three big propertics, the mines of
the Golden Mile, produeing 30 per cent of
our gold output and upon which so much
depends, are working on such a narrow mar-
gin of profit that the slightest increase in
their costs would mecan their shutting down.
As a matter of fact, one of the most famous
mines in the State, the Perscverance, onc of
the largest employers of labour—for over a
decade that mine employed dircetly in its
workings S00 or 900 men, to say nothing of
all those indirectly employed—for the past
three or four years that mine has been work-
ing on a margin of only one penny per ton.
The manager has had one penay per ton to
work upon, so if his costs were increased by
on¢ penny he would be on the wrong side of
the ledger. In that condition that minc¢ has
carried on for ahont three years, but unfor-
tunately during the last fcw months it has
erogsed the border line between profit and
loss, with the result that only 200 men are
there cmployed to-day, and they are simply
working out the ore in the upper levels, If
no change takes place that mine will be
closed right dewn in the course of the next
six months, If we average the wages of the
900 men that mine once employed at £4 per
week we find that it represents £3.600 per
week taken out of circulation in the busi-
ness centres of IKalgoorlie and Boulder. And
what I have said of the Perseverance mine
is true of scveral others. Of course, we can-
not help those properties. The closing down
of the Tersgverance, which Thas been
worlked to a great depth cannot be aveided,
beeaunse it is safe to say that the minc has
exhausted its possibilities as a great mine,
But whilst we must expect the extinetion of
great mines like the Perseverance that has
heen working for a quarter of a eentury, on
the other hand, we must bend our energies
towards discovering new mines to take their
places as they hecome worked out. That is
the only way hy which we e¢an save the in-
dustry from tetal cxtinction. That is the
proeblem with which the present Minister is
faced, I know the seriovsness of the posi-
tion and the diffienliv he will have in grap-
pling with it. TIn that respect he has my
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sympathy and suppoert. It was a problem
that was ever present with me during the
vears when I had the privilege of being at
the head of the Mines Department, and [
endeavoured by many little schemes to meet
the diffieulty, Nothing very substantial re-
sulted, but that is no reason why we should
give up hope and not earry on our cfforts in
that direction. The decline in the gold yield
is duc to the fact that these mines are going
out of existence, and that new ones are not
taking their place. That new mines are not
being discovered is due in turn to the fact
that there are fewer men out in the country
in search of gold. The prospectors are not
there who used to be there. For many years
the prospectors were spread out on the gold-
ficlds in the hope of discovering something,
Unfortunately the old band of prospectors,
the pioncers of 20 vears ago, have drifted
away. Many of them have gone to the
great boyond, and others have grown too old
and have drifted to other parts of the State.
The younger men have not gone to the gold-
fields to sneceed them. This is dwe to the
natural condition of things. The attractions
which existed on the goldfields 20 years ago
are no longer to be found, to the same cx-
tent at any rate. There are not the great
possibilities and opportunities which  for-
merly presented themselves. The spirit of
Eldorado, which is ever a little further
ahead, is not there to lead them on.

Mr. Green: I would draw your attention,
Mr. Chairman, to the spirited altereation
which is taking place in the back benches.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

ITon. P. COLLTER: There have not been the
attractions of late years on the goldfields to
lure onr younger men out there, as was the
ease 20 yvears ago,

The Minister for Mines: Do vou not thirk
that the men who are coming back to these
shores will render some assistanee in this re-
spect?

Hon. 7. COLLIER: That is what I am
working up to. The position will continue to
get worse unlers we sueceed in inducing men
to go out into our auriferous areas to search
for new finds ard again try the old. How are
we going to effect this purpose? Here cnters
the question of repatriation. Whilst much is
said ahout settling our returned men upon the
land—and that is a good thing, for the more
we can gret on the land the better it will he for
the Siatr—we never hear a word said, wnfor-
tena*~'v, or anv scheme discussed or proposal
submitted in the direction of inducing re-
turned rsoldiers to go out in search of gold.
Althongh the war has drawn a2 number of men
from the golidfiells, I am eonvineed that upon
their retrrn many of them will not go back to
their old work on the fields. They have spent
a numher of vears there ard have become tired
of the industry, and have taken up other ave-
eations. '

Mr. Holman: A lot of them went to the war
for safety. Ther went to save their lives.

Hon, I, COLLTER: I would not go so far
as to say that.

Mr, Pickering: They realised their duty.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: I have met a number
of returned men, and I gather from many of
them that they do pot irtend to go back to the
goldfields.

Mr. Munsie: Not into the deep mines.

Hon, P. COLLIER: XNo, and there is no-
thing else offering. The war will, therefore, in-
flict a permanent blow upon the mining indus-
try, more so than upon ary other industry in
the State. In eone respect, the agrieuwltural in-
dustry in tile years to come will benefit as a
result of the war, Many efforts are being put
forward and so many inducements held out to
returned sokdiers to settle on the land, with the
result that when the war is over and the mer
come back, the agricultural industry will
greatly benefit, as well as those industries al-
lied with it. There will be more men engaged
in it than there were before the war. On the
other hani, the loss to the gold mining indus-
try will he & permancnt one because these men
will ot go back to it. T have learned that this
is the case from men T have met after their
return from the Front.

The Minisler for Mines: Some of them will

go hack.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I am ounly speaking
generaliv. l1low are we to indnce them to re-

turn to the goliliields? What is the State going
to do, and what is the repatriation scheme
going to do to induce these men to go out in
search of gold iw our auriferous areas? I have
been toll, and I do not know whether it is a
fact or not, that the patriotie fund which as-
sists returned men will not give any assistance
to a man who wishes to prospect on the gold-
fields.

The Ministoer for Mines: That is not so in
the ease of the Mines Departmert.

Hon, P, COLLTER: The administration of
that fund is entirely outside the Jlines De-
partment. There are a few men, who are in re-
coipt of a pension of from 15s. to 20s. a wezk,
who will thus he enabled to sustain themselves
whilst prospecting, in addition to the provision
that is made for them by the Mines Depart-
mert in the way of a horse and ¢art. The men
who are not getting any pension are those whe
will specially need assistance. T came to the
conclusion, in the closing period of my minis-
terial existence, that had I to commence again,
I wonld, at least for a number of years, set
aside a sum of not less than £100,000 a year
towards the assistarce generally of the mining
industry, that is to say if the money was ob-
tainable as was the case in former years. The
money spent on mings development has dwin-
dled down to about £7,000 or £8,000 a year.

The Minister for Mines: It i3 about £13,000,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt was £8,000 the year
before last. This amount is of no use what-
ever.

Mr. Smith: The expenditure has not dwic-
dledl down, unfortunately.

Hon. P. COLLTER: That is true,

The Ministor for Mines: People think more
about eutting down the cost of administration
than of developing the indusiry.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We cannot cut down
the administrative cost in the same proportion
as our expenses on the goldfields might de-
crease. An cxpenditure of from £8,000 to
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£10,000 a ycar on mines development is of no
earthly wvse; it is only a drop in the oecan.

The Minister for Mines: It is very hard to
make the moncy go round.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Undoubtedly money is
difficult te obtain. I de not blame the Minis-
ter, for I am in this myself. We have to re-
alisc the fact that whilst Parliament has been
finding suel large sumg of money to assist ag-
rientture, and we can aperd £8,000 or £0,000
in one year on tiding the agriculturists over
their Adificulties, it is our duty te likewise as-
gist the mining industry, and we shonld ser-
iously consider the advisability of setting aside
£100,000 a year for that purpose. I am con-
vineed that it would he a good investment. If
we only fonid onc other fleld like Westonia the
State would be repaid for its outlay in one
year. If we could only establish a little mining
town with a population of from 600 to 800,
such as we see at Westonia, the State would
soon be recouped on nccount of the various
avenues of revenue which flow through any
properous mining centre. Even if we drew 20
blanks in this connection the drawing of one
prize wounld repay for our expenditure,

The Minister for WMines: And the City
woukl be able to reap the benefit as well as
those coneerned in the mining industry.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The City would also
greatly benefit. 1 venture to say that if one
went into a big ecommercial house in Perth
one would find that the biggest source of the
firm’s income, in the shape of direet cash from
week to week or month to month, was the
goldfields. Our commercial houses have to
wait for 12 months to get their money from
other sourees. .All the trade which is required
to keep a big poldfields population going has
to flow through Perth. All the inward as well
as the outward trade, goes through that eentre,
and the people in it get the benefit. People in
other walks of life also derive henefits from
the mining industry. We have the instance
of the owner of the land which was recently
purchased by the City Couneil. Thiz was not
worth ls. an acre 20 years ago at the time of
the discovery of Coolgardie, but it was sold
by the owner the other day for over £18,000.
This value wns given to the land through the
discovery of the Coolgardie goldfields and the
prosperity whieh flowed throughout the Btate
as a result. Trade and commerce increased
generally and city values went up accord-
ingly, and the man who owned land in the
¢ity did nothing to bring about that wvalue.
In this regard the wen who have been work-
ing at Laverton, Lake Way or Wiluna have
contribnted their share towards increasing the
vaiue of land in the City of Perth. That is
a positive fact.

Mr. Davies: Aml of the whole State.

Hon. P. COLLTER: That is so. T only illus-
trate Perth as an instance. The same thing
applies to Albany, Bunbury, and other parts
of the State. We ought to do something for
the mining industry out of the money which
will he made available to the Government for
repatriation purposes. T do mot knmow what
has been done, but we were promised 12
months ago hy the Prime Minister that a
sam of upwards of £250,000 would be distri-
buted.
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The Premier: That is only for land settle-
ment.

Hen, P, COLLIER: Hgre again we find
that the mining industry is being neglected.

AMr. Foley: He said it was for the develop-
ment of industries.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, for land settle-
ment. This only shows that there will be no
money availakle for the mining industry.

The Minister for Mines: Their Repatria-
tion Bill did not deal with mines.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have not seen that
Bill, Of course, mining is an extinet induskry
in the Eastern States, and the people there
have {eveloped their other industries. At the
same time, mining was the foundation of their
wealth and prosperity in the carly days. It
was Ballarat and Bendigo which made Vie-
toria, Mt. Morgan which made Queensland,
and Broken Hill which made South Awustralin.
Although the mining industry has declined in
those States the people do not feel the effect
of that, because they are now independent of
it. We feel the effects in Western Australia,
beeause we have not yet developed our other
industries. No doubt mining will eventually
become extinet in thia State, but we shall not
feel the effects of that if in the meantime we
have sueeeeded in building up our agrienitural,
pastoral, and other industries to take its place.
‘We have not yet reached that stage, unfor:
tunately, and therefore the decline in our gold
yield has had a serious effeet upon the general
prosperity of the State. If no assistance is
fortheoming with respeet to our mining in-
dustry T @0 not know what we are going to
do.

The Minister for Mines: There is some,

Hon, P. COLLIER: T would urge upon the
Ministry to make an attempt to get the monay
somewhere.

The Premier: We have to find that spec-
ially.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government will
have to endcavour ta set aside some of their
loan moneys for mining speeially. T urge
the Minister for Mines, no matter how ada-
mant the Treasurer may prove, and no mat-
ter how clamant our other friends may bhe,
to keep a stiff back and to insist that he gets,
anyhow, £50,000 annually for a year or two
to endeavour to revive interest in mining,

The Minister for Mines: I have a promise
of a substantial increase.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Whilst no prospecting
is going on, the continuous decline of the
industry is as certain as sunrise to-morrow.
We have arrived at the stage when some-
thing more must be done. Tt iz not suffie-
ient inducement to the man whn thinka of
going out prospecting to offer him a horse
and a cart and let him find himself. We will
have to pay selected, reliable men £1 per
week by way of sustenance allowanee, in
addition to furnishing them with a turnont,
If that is done, the State will, T am satis-
fied. he amunlvy repaid for the exnenditure,
[ have spolten perhaps at some length on
this suhjest. but T have endeavoured to give
the Committee the henefit of my views, if
they are of any value, on the position as I
ohserve it to-day. There are a few other
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matterg on which I desire to touch. I should
like to know from the AMinister for Mines
what he proposcs to do with regard to the
request for the appeintment of a Royal Com-
mission, or some other form of inquiry, into
the earth movement which took place on the
Golden Mile a few months ago, and by which
a couple of men lost their lives. In Boulder
and Kalgoeorlie there is a widespread feeling
of anxiety with regard to that earth move-
ment; in faet, a number of men have re-
fused, because of it, to go below, The be-
lief is general on the Golden Mile that an
earth movement has taken place. Certainly,
a tremendnus hody of country has eollapsed.
The ground is completely honeycombed;
and it is fair to assumec that, owing to the
extensive operations underground, a big set-
tlement is in process, a settlement which
might possibly result in the entombment of
the whole of the nren employed in nne mine.
A request was wmade to the Minister in this
connection for a competent inquiry a good
while ago, and T had hoped that he would
deal with it hefore this.

The Minister for Mines: The request was
not made nearly so long as six months ago.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1If is four or five
months sinee the request was made by the
local people. The object of the inquiry
would ke to ascertain whether this was
merely a local fall, or whether it was
due to an earth tremor, or due to a
gencral movement. As Minister for JMines,
I would not carry the responsibility of
the possibility of a ecatastrophe occurring
there without assuring myself that I had
made all and every effort to investigate the
matter. I hope the Minister will give this
subject his serious consideration at an carly
date. With regard to inspection of wmines,
I do not know whether the same number
of inspectors are employed to-day as a year
or two ago. 1 do not know whether the posi-
tion of Tnspector Hutchinson has been filled.

Mr, Munsie: It has been filled and unfilled
again,

Hon. P. COLLIER: If it was filled, it was
filled by a man not qualified in the same way
ag Alr. Huotchinson, not possessing Mr. Hut-
chinson’s special qualifications. The late in-
spertor was appointed hecause he had special
knowledge of ventilation, air currents, and
so forth. Tt has been generally coneceded
that his appointment was very gratifying to

the miners. T think it  would be
well to have in  the number of in-
speetors  at  least  one  specialist  with
regard to ventilation, more particularly as

applied fo the great mines of Kulgoorlie and
Boulder. T trust that the Minister, when he
makes a fresh appointment, will sece that
these special qualifieations are horne  in
mind. Next, with regard to eopper. I am
glad to learn from the XMinister that an
increase in the output has gaken place, al-
though we have not the figures for last
year. But I was surprised to leara that in
1916 the value of the outpnt was some
£26,000 less than in 1915, T fail to under-
stand that, because the price of copper was
higher in 1916 than in 1915
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The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes. T remember per-
fectly well that in 1915 the price of copper
started zt £80 per ton aund gradually rose to
£100, or even more. It was only at the cnd
of 1915 that we secured the contract with
the British Government at the wvery high
price.

The Minister for Mines: 1f I remember
rightly, the price rose to £150 per ton during
that time.

Hon, P. COLLTER:" That was not in my
time. T think £124 per ton was the highest
price while I was Minister. There may have
been a higher price obtained for perhaps one
shipment. However, we made a contract for
the whole year, which we thought was betier
than taking our chances of a high priee for
one shipment and a low priee for the next.
In pre-war days eopper ruled at about £66
or £67 per ton, but after the ontbreak of war
the price rose to about £120. 'That heing so,
one would have expected a2 considorahle in-
crease in the output from Phillips River. Of
course, one has to take into consideration
that the cost of production, and of output
generally, has increased, as well as the price
of copper. Anyhow, it is fortunate that we
had the Phillips River mines working when
the war broke out. As the Minisier knows,
the field was practically dead until a few
years ago; and the fact that we had avail-
able the output of even this small ficld re-
presented a substantial assistance to  the
State, and, what is of more importance still,
proved of some ossistanee to the Empire in
the war, in turning out a material esseatial
for war operations. Copper, as we know, is
onn of the essentials of munitions; and it is
a satisfaction to know that we have, even
thongh in a small way, contributed our
quota of that very necessary commodity.
Whilst the Prime Minister has succceded in
cutting the Germans out of the Australian
base metal trade—and we know that thev had
a complete grip of it—it is unfortunately a
faet that the control of the trade, though it
bas got entirely into British hands, is now one
of the most complete monopolies existing in

Amnstralia. Unless something takes place
when the war is over to free the trade
from the grip and control existing tn-
day, all the small producers of copper

throughsut Australia, such producers as those
at Phillips River, will be entirely at the
merey of the body who contrel eopper at the
present time. The hoard, or the men, who
advise the Prime Minister with regard to the
price of coppsr, are the bhig men of Broken
Hill and sther mining districts interested in
the metal. They fix the price at whieh they
will buy the copper from us or from any
small producer; and there is no appeal. The
copper cannot be treated anywhere clse, If
in Western Australia to-day copper were
coming from the North-West—some did come
from Roebourne—the men raising that cop-
per would have to scll it to the hody in
Sydnev at whatever price that bodv fiked to
fix. The producers could not sell it any-
where clse. Export of copper is not per-
mitted by the Commonwealth—not even in
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British ships eonsigned to the Agent General.
When I was Minister for Mines I tried to
lecure permission to ship our copper ourselves,
consigned direct to the Agent General, who
wounld of course give an undertaking that the
metal would pass only into the hands of the
British Government. Surely the Agent Gen-

rral represented a ehanne! that might be
:;xpeeted  to  prove  absolutely  reliabla.
But we were mnot permitted by the
Commonwealth Government to adopt that
zourse. We were forced to sell o the
tontrolling  hody in  Sydney, although
treatment  in  Sydney eost us  several

rounds per ton more than the freight at which
ve could, dnring those days, have shipped it
dome. Thus, the producers of copper in West.
wn Anstralin were penalised to that extert. T
1ave no doubi whatever that the body in Syd-
ley are making a very large profit out of the
wrangement.  Whilst T do not suppose there
3 any chanre of getting an alteration made
luring the period of the war, I say that the
trongest effort should be made to have that
ordition of things altered immediately the
var is over. With regard to coal, it is pleasing
o learn that therc has heen an inerease in the
mtput, notwithstanding war conditions, and
wiwithtanding the faet that the bunkerir.g
rade has heen entirely, or alnost entirely, ent
if. The Collic coulfield has maintained, and in-
teed has increased, its output. In this connce-
ion T should like to refer to the find which has
)een mentioned as having been maie along the
fidland raitway on the Irwin river. Origin.
My that seam was discovered about 25 years
1igo. But no notice was taken of it. The man
rho then fourd it has come back, and during
he past year or two has done some horing,
vith the result, which I think is bevond doubt,
hat 2 new seam of coal has been discovered of
igher value than Collic coal. It certainly gives
witer resnlts by amalvais. It gives something
ike 10500 or 11,000 B.T.U. as against 10,000
T 10,5300 given by Collie.

The Minister for Mines: T hesitate to con-
irm the figures: hut that is about it.

Hor., P. COLLIER: Those figures are pretty
worreet. The seam is of a good thickness, some-
hing like fonr feet, and the eocal is clean. The
urty now working it are a party of four work-
ng miners, who reside in my district. They are
ordy old Cornishmen and Welshmen—a good
nixture. These four working men have ex-
sended  £600 o1 that discovery. They are
iteadv men, who had saved their wages. and
hey have expended their savines in trying to
yrove that seam, They are 10 miles from a rail-
vay, and of course the seam is no use to them
vithout a railway. 1 recognise, however, that
wefore a ense ean be put up for the comstrue-
ion of a railway, the value and extent of the
ield would have to be proved.

Mr. Holman: What depth is the hore?

Hor. P. COLLTER: It is quite shallow.
Mat is the point. The men have had some
ittle assistance from the Mines Department by
ray of the loan of a bhore, but they are ‘‘up
igainst it.’? They are on a reserve consisting
£ only 1,300 aeres, and there is no doubt that
hat seam is dipping in and will run under
he Midland Compary’s land. I wish to ask
he Minister to see that those men get a fair
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deal, ard alo that they receive some little mea-
sure of assistance, A party of working men
spending £600 of their own cash are, I think,
entitled to some consideration from the Mines
Department. The only assistance they ask is
that they may be enabled to prove the extert
of the coal seam. They want to bore further
along the seam.

The Minister for Mines: You are not sug-
gesting that they are making any complaint?

HMon. P. COLLIER: No. Aud I am not mak-
ing any complaint, The Minister will have no
diffienlty in krowing it when I de make a com-
plaint. I am urging the Minister to give the
men some consideration, It will not cost very
much. All the Minister will require to do is to
supply the party with a bore, and if necessary
with a little financial assistance as well, in
order to go along the lize of the seam and
prove itg extent. After the party have sue-
ceeded in proving the extent of the scam, they
will have no difficulty whatever in raising the
necessary capital to finance them. Then it will
be a question for the Government whether a
ratlway shall be constructed into that district.
T apologise for keeping the Committee at such
length, and in conclusion I desire to say that
the Minister will have to seriously econsider
that phase of the question which 1 have
touched upen with regard o granting sub-
stantial assistance for prospecting, and also
to held ont something in the way of an at-
tractive indueement to returned soldiers wio
may not be fitted for farming life, and whe
may not have any desire to engage in farm-
ing. Many of these men may be possessed of
an adventurous or roving spirit, which will
take them out into the goldfields districts,
and it is up to the State to meet them should
their desire be in the direction of prospeci-
ing, by placing at their disposal all the as-
sistanee necessary to enable them to go out,

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Mr. HOLMAXN (Mourchison) [10.33]: The
one question on which hon, members agree is
that of assistance being rendered to mining.
This industry was responsible for many of us
coming over here. I hold a.miner’s right to-
day, and T think it is 25 years old. I worked
as a miner for many years, and until T came
down here. It iz a matter of regret that the .
present position of mining is not altogether
satisfactory. We have been drifting year by
year, and the returns have heen getting lower
and lower. No new discoveries have been made,
and the serious question which we have to
face is that of the declining yield and the
steps which we should tuke to bring back the
industry to something like its former pros-
perity. One of the factors responsible for
the retrogression in mining has been the heavy
taxation which has heen imposed on the in-
dividnals engaged in it. T have given instances
only recently where men who have developed
some properties and made a liftle money out
of them have then set out to develop others,
but have heen forced to pay taxation on the
small profit they had made. e were told
years ago that provision wonld be made to
prevent anything of that kind taking plaee.
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The Minister for Mines: There was such a
provision included in a Bill, but it was struck
out.

AMr, HOLMAN: T do not think that was the
ease. If the matter was grasped in the
proper spirit no time should be lost in bringing
it ahout. T know of cases where men have
been obliged to give up their mining propo-
sitions because they were taxed to such an
extent that they were not able to utilise the
profit that they made in the direction of de-
velopment. We have heard now of the forma-
tion oF an association to deal with mining.
1 do not know what the objects of that asso-
ciztion are, but T do know that there are
nammes appearing in conneetien with it which
will not assist towards the success of the asso-
ciation, and will not help mining if they re-
main connected with it. I can tracc back the
careers of thege men for many vears. On the
other hand, of course, there are connected
with the association some estimable men, bui
the others to whom I refer sheuld be blotted
right out, as their connection with the asso-
ciation will prevent sound people from joining
it. Tt certainly requires an association, or
some body, to give mining a fillip. The poliey
which must be adopted is one of assistance to
those who are desirous of going out to pros-
peet new fields. T consider that we should
take steps in the direction of further develop-
ing somc of our cxisting fields. The present
methods are not satisfactory. If a man wants
assistance at the present time he may get a
spring cart if he waits long enough. of
course, I do not deny that the Mines Depart-
ment has done a great deal of good in that
direetion, bhnt T agree with the leader of the
Opposition that £100,000 a year should be set
aside for prospeeting. That would not be too
muech; in fact, it would not be enough.
Several years ago, and before the war, when
mining was slumping and many men were on
the goldfiekls wnemployed, I put forward a
proposal in the direction of giving uassistance
to enable leases to be worked. The idea was
to supply working parties with equipment arnd
to give them a fair chance of having their
ores treated at the public batteries free of.
cost, and that if the returns were satisfactory
payment should then be made.

The Mjnister for Mines: Weo are putting
through now 235 tons for nothing.

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes; I understand that the
present Attorney General was responsible for
that, My idea was that we should assist not
only the men who were in the mining camps
at the present time, but also returned soldiers,
and that depots should be formed in the vari-
ous centres, in places like Ealgoorlie, Gwalia,
Cue, and Meekatharra. These centres could
be under the supervision of the Mines Depart-
ment, and prospectors could seeure equipment
and provisions at these places, Then, of
course, we would expect the State to get
some return in the event of success following
the operations of the prospectors, For in-
stance, the State could retain an interest in a
praposition and the prospector would be only
too glad to give it. No assistance has been
given to those men to go ont prospecting,
From my experience of the goldfields I feel
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that many of our abandoped areas will eventu-
ally be returning a good deal of gold. Only a
few months age Meekatharra itself looked as
if it was going back, but, fortunately, owing
te the opening up of a new property, we have
an extension of the Paddy’s lease right out
to the Gwalia, and good pold has been dis-
covered. That lease returned 6,000 ounces of
gold from less than 1,000 tons of stone; yet
that place was prospected 13 or 14 years ago.
Experts said that the Fenian reef would not
live to a @epth, but only recently in the No. 10
level, at about 1,000 feet, they have had a
splendid development which they did not ex-
pect, assaying over three ounces to the ton.
That gives a new lease of life to the field, and
there are grounds for hoping that other fields
will develop in the same way. lostead of the
dividends from the Meekatharra field going
out of the State, as in the case of the divi-
dends from the Golden Mile, almost the whole
of the wealth won is retained by loezl resi-
dents, who are spending their money in the
State. When it comes fo a question of taxa-
tion, I hope that some consideration will be
given to the unsuccessful men on the fields,
that the taxation will be somewhat on the
lines of amalgamation, or of conceniration of
labour on the leases; that is to say, when a
small man gets a little money out of one lease
and spends it on the development of another
lease, T hope he will not ke taxed on that
money.

The Minister for Mines: You suggest that
his leases should be taken as a whole?

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, as a going concern,
restricted, of course, to the one district. That
proposition is worthy of consideration. 1
mentioned the question of men going  to
Wooroloo, Owing to bad development of the
mines, inadequate ventilation and the lack of
necessary facilities, hundreds of men have
had to go to the sanatorinm at Woorolgo.
Although those men owe their affliction to
working in deep mines, they are quite pre-
pared to go out prospecting, becanse that
would serve to impgove their health,

The Attorney General: Yt would be as good
as Waoroloo.

Hon. R.‘ H. TUnderwood (Henorary Minls-
ter): I disagree. Wooroloe is the best place
for a man with miners’ complaint,

Mr. HOLAMAN: T say prospecting is good
for such a man, I was affected with miners’
complaint many years ago, prebably before
the hon. member ever saw a mine.

Hen. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Mins-
ter}: Wooroloo is the best place for a man
with phthisis,

Mr. HOLMAXN: My father died of it when
44 years of age, and T suffered from minera’
complaint before T was 20 vears old. Fortu-
nately, I recovered, chiefly by living in the
sun most of my time. If a man can get away
from the deep levels before he is too far gone,
and live and work in the open air, he will
probably do just as well as he would at
Wooroloo. T would do anything possible to
assist men suffering from mirers” phthisis. Of
course, when once a man is sericusly affected,
there is no place better than Wooroloo,
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): "The trouble is they are very seriously
affected when they go to Wooroloo.

Mr. HOLMAN: That is so. They are gen-
erally beyond all hope. As soon as a man is
affected at all, he should he sent to Wooroloo,
and on his recovery he should be helped out
into new country instead of being forced back
into the deep mines. Doctors, when appealed
to, advise affected miners to go away lor a
change, and tell them that if they continue to
work in the deep mines it ean have but one
result.  Those tnen are advised to leave min-
ing for a spell. But wbkat are they to do?
They have their wives and families to main-
tain and, of course, they have no special
ability at anything but mining,  Those men
should Dbe assisted to go out prospecting on
the surface or at a shallow depth., They
would then have a chance of recovering. I
know that once a man iz seriously affected
with miners’ complaint, there is ne hope for
him, and I am sorry to have to admit that
many cases have been taken te Wooroloo too
late to admit of cure. The development of
mining has been a serious propesition. In-
sufficient attention has heen given to the
opening up of new fields.

Hon. R. H. Underwood ({Honorary Minis-
ter): Yon require to find the new fields to
open up.

Mr. HOLMAN: T can say without fear of
contradiction that the new copper fields in the
northern part of the distriet I represent are
pretty good. o

Hon. B. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): What there are of them.

Mr, HOLMAN: It is remarkable the know-
ledge some men have in consequence of hav-
ing merely passed through a place in a motor-
ear; they know all about it.  The returns
for that district speak for themselves, and
the fact that men with much greater know-
ledge than has my friend are prepared to
gpend their time and money there, leads me
to think that they should be given some en-
covragement. So far as L.am personally con-
cerned I shall give them all the encourage-
ment and assistanee I ean. In no part of
Western Australia has the same percentage
of copper heen returned as in the district I
am speaking of.

The Attorney General:
centage?

Mr. HOLMAN: It is about 50 per cent,
but it is not so great in the big lodes. This
copper has to be carted some 200 miles in
some instances, which is out of all reason.
Before the war started Mr. Mnotgomery
went through this distriet and made arrange-
ments to purchase the c¢opper on the spot.
Tt waz to be stacked until such time as it
ecould be removed. This gave the workers an
opportunity of going on with their develop-
ment, but the war prevented the scheme be-
ing earried out. Mr, Montgomery knows the
Aistrict very well and he speaks well of it.
His knowledge of mining js very great and
he has given good advice to the men on
every occasion that he has been through this
district. We took a trip right through to
Wiluna and I was greatly impressed with

What is the per-
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Mr. Montgomery’s desire to advance that dis-
triet, He speaks well of the copper fields there.
I know nothing about copper mining myself.
I am a gold-mining man, but I am willing to
take Mr. Montgomery’s word, and he speaks
highly of this place; I would take his advice
before I would take that of the Honorary
Minister (Hon. R. H. Underwood). - A great
deal of harm has been done to mining in the
past by hooms. Take the first boom at Phillips
River. A man named Kaufmann got a
promise from the Government that a railway
would be built to this district and with the
knowledge that a railwvay was to he con-
structed, he went to Phillips River and pur-
chased all the properties there, really at a
nominal sum. He placed these properties on
the market and in a short time there were
a great many propositions floated on the
market.  After a time the boom collapsed
and the mines became idle and the owners
had their propertics taken from them.  The
railway was rushed through but the miners
had left the district.  Then we had the big
boom at Bullfinch which did a great deal
of harm to the country. It was worked on
the same system as the Phillips River boom.
T do net deery the Bullfinch district at all, but
the fact that the Government built the railway
there, gave an opportunity for this boom.
I think I am safe in saying that this boom
bronght hundreds of thousands of pounds
into this district when there was no hope
whatever of getting any return.  People
thought they were investing their money in
good properties when there was no hope really
of any return being obteined. T have been
amongst mining men in Adelaide and they
have told me that they were not prepared
after what bas heen done in Western Aus-
tralia, to give any credence to reports and
the booms that take place in this country,
Then we had the Westonia boom. That turned
out all right and I am sorry we have not had
more finds like Westonia opened up,

The Attorney General: They will be found.

Mr. HOLMAN: T have no doubt they will
,and in some of the old places suecess will be
met.  Something has been said about new
members, eospecially country members, trav-
elling to the goldfields. Two of the largest
Parliamentary parties that ever left Perth
have resulted in good. T myself organised, in
the carly days, parties to go into the gold-
fields distriets. One party went through the
Lastern goldfields .on te Meekatharra, and
we were able to show the visitors the pros-
peets of the place and the disabilities the
people were labouring under. When these
members came baek they wera willing to
vote for the railway and agsist the people.
The inercase of gold at Meekatharra in con-
sequence of the railway has heen about 100
per cent. and it is going on the same to-
day. The yields from Meekatharra are very
high and they will continue to be se. It is
one of the most prosperous centres in Western
Australia and had not the members of Par-
liament gone on this trip and seen the possi-
bilities of the district and the disabilities that
the people laboured under, there would have
been no railway. It has been gince proved
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that this was onc of the most warranted rail-
ways ever built in the State. Meekatharra is
improving amd showing better prospects to-
day than ever hefore. There may be other
places of equal importance. I would like to
see  moembers, especially country members,
travel to the goldfields, and when we get into
recess by all means let the country members
and far-back members organise trips through
the Eastern goldfields and the Murchison and
I am gure it will do good for thig State ard
assist those members when diseussing matters
affecting those districts in Parliament. We have
had it pointed out that instead of assisting
mining, the Railway Department has risen the
freights and those engaped in the mining in-
duatry have had to pay them. We should not
penalise these men outhack any more than
they are at present penalised. They are, in
fact, altogether too much penalised. An in-
crease of 10 per cent, has heen effected in our
railway freights and the men outback, the
miners at Meckatharra, Peak Hill, Wiluna,
and Mt. Egerton, for instance, have nof only
to pay the increased cost on the railways, but
they have to pay the increased freight after
the goods have arrived. It is uiterly impos-
sible for them to pay the high impest placed
upon fhem,

The Attorney General: They deserve to get
3-07. stuff,

Mr. HOLMAX: They deserve to get it but
do not get it. They have te struggle hard to
pay the high rates that they are called upon
to pav. en have been working at Jt. Eger-
ton for the last 12 years and are now leaving
it to go farther north. They find they have a
proposition there with which they can make
no headway. They could not even finish
their crushings because the local battery broke
down. One man who has heen working there
for 20 vears told me he had breome disheart-
ened, that the battery had broken down, and
that he had 140 tons of ore to put through.
He said that he was going to take a trip out
to the back conntry where there were good
prospects for him. He and others expected
to make good amd T hope thex will do so, The
question of epal in the Trwin distriet has been
mentioned. The same thing was spoken of 20
vears ago. The ground was tested, and doubt
arose a< to whether coal had really heen dis-
covered there or not. Tt was even sugpested
that coal had been brought there from some
other place. Since then bores have heen put
down to the north of the Trwin river and other
discoveries have been made. Tf eonl is dis-
covered in the Trwin distriet it will he of
great assistance to our mining fields. To the
north of the Wilgiemia and Weld Ranpes we
have the preatest iren proposition in the
world. not only from the point of view of
quantity but from that of quality. The per-
centapre of iron there is higher than anywhere
else, If we could only get the coalfields. near
by, we should have an iron proporition the
wealth of which would be inealeulable,

The Attorney General: There must be coal
there.

Mr. HOLMAYXN: T hope there is. The iron
is there, and we have the bhest proposition of
its kind in the world.
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The Attorney General: Nature always
places some commodity to assist in the dis-
posal of other products in the vieinity.

Mr. HOLMAX: The reports of the Mines
Department on the Wilgiemia and Weld Range
distriets show that this is the best iron pro-
position in the world. The Australian natives
have worked a mine at Wilgiemia for cen-
turics, in order to get out of it red ochre
which has been traded amongst the natives
for hundreds of thousands of miles around.
Tt would be worth the while of hon. members
to pay a visit to this mine, which has been
worked by the natives for hundreds of years.
They would then see for themrelves the crude
methods of timbering which have been
adopted, how they used to light their way
down by means of wooden torches, and how
they have penetrated to a distance of hund-
reds of feet in following the vein of red ochre.
The rest of the mountain is one vast mars of
iron. I believe it has reecently heen taken up
by a man and that a portion of it has been
pegged out.

The Minister for Mines:
portion,

Mr. HOLMAXN: It chould be reserved. It
has historical interests, and it would be
worth while for the State to keep hold of it.
Tf coal has been discovered on the Irwin, or
if it is necessary to go in for further boring
to find out exactly whether the proposition is
a good one or not, it would well pay the Gov-
ernment to aseist the men concernad in this
dircetion. T understand that there has been
an influx of water which has prevented the
men from working. [If these men have really
discovered a coal proposition; it would be an
easy matter for the Government to give them
a gas producer engine and a pump in order
to keep the water down. They shonld bhe
given an opportunity of testing the coal seams
in a proper manner, and should not be forced
to place the whole thing in the hands of other
people. Tf the proposition is going to bhe a
payable one the Government should give the
necessary assistance to enable it to be devel-
oped. The earth movement at Kalgoorlie, as
mentioned by the leader of the Opposition, is
a matter for regret. In other mining centres,
where there have heen big developments at
great depths, there have been carth move-
ments. [ remember that on the South Broken
Hill mine & very big earth movement occurred.
Tt seemed as if the mine was going te fall in,
The movement had the cffeet of tearing up
rails and twisting them into the shape of a
corkserew, Wheels were torn off trueks, and
eight or nine men were killed and several
others injured. This movement was due to
the fact that the mine had not heen properly
seeured, and in all probability this movement
on the Eastern field may be due to something
of the sert. After mines have been worked
out, or have been worked down to a consider-
able distance, once the overhead ground be-
gins to move it must find a resting place some-
where. A pood deal of this can be stopped
by means of proper supervision and inspee-
tion, in order to see that not onlv i3 a mine
praperly timhered but there is a proper filling
in after the ore from the Jodes has heen taken
out. It is useless to timber a mine unless it

I reserved that
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is filled up properly. Tt must be timbered,
too, so that if the earth begins to move, it
will not travel any great distance, The Gov-
ernment should impress upon inspectors the
neecssity of carefully watching for any ne-
gleet in this direction. 1 am pleased to know
that workmen’s ingpectors on the Murchisen
have been of material advantage. These
workmen’s inspectors have been very highly
spoken of. This goes to show that the sys-
tem we advoeated for years has proved to be
a suecess. No complaints have so far been
made against these inspectors. - They bave
been the mmeans of exercising a mueh more
striet supervision on the mines than existed
before. As they were practical men their
knowledge was of assistance to the manage-
ment, and did not retard the work of devel-
opment. So far as any of our industrics are
concerned that are likely to benefit Western
Australia, T shall be ouly too glad to render
any assistance I ecan, or to give any knowledge
that T may possess towards their development.
As soon as we ean we should introduce a 8ys-
tem of assisting those who will go out pros-
peeting for the development of the various
leases that are already opened up in our min-
ing centres. These leases are not worked out
by any mecans, although development on them
has been suspended for the time being. Many
of these deserted mining centres, if properly
assisted and encouraged would, in the not
distant future, become flourishing mining
centres.

Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) [11.10]: Whilst
with every member of the Committee, and
possibly, going further, with every ecitizen of
Western Australia, I regret to note the con-
tinuous decling in the gold yield of this State,
yet T think, when we bear in mind the dis-
abilities under which the industry is being
carried on at the present day here, and indeed
throughout Australia, we can congratolate
ourselves on the decline not heing even greater
than it has been during the past four years.
Gold mining overshadows all other forms of
mining in Western Australia, and it is worth
while to illustrate the difference between the
conditions governing it and those which govern
the mining of base metals. The former is
far more severely handicapped, and has suf-
fered mueh more severely, hy reason of the
war. The prices of all the hase metals—tin,
iron, lead, ecopper—have risen to a very con-
siderable extent during the war, while the pro-
duet of the gold mining industry remains at
the pre-war level. Though the eost of produe-
ing gold has risen in as great a proportion
mns, ahd perhaps in a greater proportion than,
the cost of producing base metals, the price
at whieh gold can be sold has not inereased.
Therefore, whilst we regret the decline in our
gold produection, yet we must recognise that
Wostern Australin owes a pgreat deal to the
owners of the gold mines, who have battled
to maintain the production under most adverse
conditions. As the leader of the Opposition
has pointed ount, there can be no doubt that
many of our mines have heen working on a
very narrow margin of profit for some time
back. We must not overlook, in this regard,
the increased prices to-day of all mining re-
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quisites, and the lack of that efficient labour
which, we deplore, is at present out of Aus-
tralin, The prices of explosives, mining
machinery, steel, and all other materials used
by up-to-date gold mines—and what material,
one might say, is there that-an up-to-date gold
mine does not use?—have all rizen ewormously.
Therefore we ghould express our admiration
for what those in control of the gold mining
industry of Western Australia nre accomplish-
ing to-day. Mad they decided that, from a
business point of view purely and simply,
they ought to and would shut down, we could
hardly have Dblamed them, though we know
what the effect would have been on this State.
Not only the mines working on a narrow mar-
gin of profit are feeling the pinch, but some
of the high-grade mines also are undoubtedly
making a sacrificc in continving to produce
gold in order to assist Western Australia and
the Empire along under present conditions,
We, as representatives of the people here,
should not fail to recognise that fact. Tt must
be apparent to everyone in this State, I think,
that the war profits taxation imposed by the
Imperial authorities has exercised an adverse
eflget on our gold mining industry. The pro-
fits from shipping have Dbeen taxed very
heavily indeed. The profits from the mann-
facture of commedities have also been heavily
muleted. While nndoubtedly it is right that
all whe are in a position to pay should con-
tribute correspondingly towards the cost of the
war, yebt it iz equally without doubt that those
engaged in gold mining on these outskirts of
the Empire are suffering very severely on
account of this ITmperial taxation. We can-
not in any way control this facter in the posi-
tion, All we can endeavour to do is to keep
the industry alive, in the hope of better times
and of normal conditions after the close of
this terrible war. Mueh has been said by
way of comparing the amount of money spent
by the State in the development and in, as
it were, the wpkeep of the agrienltvral in-
dustry, and the relatively smail amount which
has been spent on or i3 mnow available
for the encouragement of the mining indus-
try. Unquestionably the dis¢repancy which
is disclosed can only be deseribed as enor-
mons. Tf the gold mining industry, which
has been, and is to-day, of such votal im-
portance to the well-being of the community,
is to be encouraged, the Government—T care
net who they may be—will need to take a
much meore active interest in that industry.
In my opinion, there are two directions in
which encouragement may bhe offered. One,
of which we have heard so muech to-night,
ig to stimulate prospecting. All of us must
realise that if no new mines are heing dis-
covered whilst the existing mines are being
depleted of their ore. the industry must
eventnally come to an end. Another diree-
tion in which eneouragement may he offered
—and this T consider to he onr best hope—
is to do a great deal more than has heen done
hitherto towords reduction of mining costs.
The best seientific knowledge ohtainable
should be applied to the working of our gold
mining propositions. If the industry is te
be kept going—and unfortunately neither
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this ner any other Government of Western
Auvstralia can do much in this respeet—the
extraordinarily bigh eost of mining requisites
must be reduced.
sidered the comparatively ineficient labour
on which the industry has at present to de-
pend. However, these problems will be
faced and eventually overcome, and possibly
gold mining here will have a future even
morg prosperous than its past.

The Minister for Mines: We can help the
indusfry by research work,

Alr. MULLANY: One aspect of the gold
mining problem touched on by the leader of
the Opposition is very striking indeed. The
difficulty of obtaining any money in Perth
for a Western Anstralian mining proposition
is thoroughly well known, Buat that fact in
itself should occasion no surprise. As a
fact, the money made in business in this eity
<does nat, for the most part, remain here.
Alost of the Iarge commercial houses of
Perth are—what? QMMere branches of still
larger estahlishments in the Eastern States
or in some other part of the world. No man-
ufacturing is done here. The chief funetion
ot the Perth mercantile community is merely
to aet as distributing agents between manu-
facturers in Eastern Australia or in seme
other ecountry and the primary produe-
ers of Western Australia.  While this
condition of affairs obtains, Western
Australia cannot be a flourishing State,

unless  the gold mining industry is
presperous.  Whilst we caunot keep the
industry up to the level which it has

reached in the past, we still cand do a great
deal to encourage it. Once gold mining be-
gius to languish, without steps having been
taken—and they have not heen taken—to
establish other industries, we cannot expect
to sce a prosperous state of affuirs here. As
regards assisting the mining industry by cn-
couraging prospectors to go ont and find new
fields, we must bear in mind that something
remains to be done even after a new field
has heen discovered. We maust then induce
people to interest themselves in the new field
financially. Tf a prospector does find a prom-
ising goldfield, our people must assist in its
development. I believe that a good deal
could be done, morc than has beer done, by
a well organised svstem of sending men out
to endeavour to discover new goldfields. As
soon as it is possible to do this a sum of
money should be set apart for the purpose
of sending men out, and to keep them in
fairly decent comfort and to provide ade-
quate equipment. There would have to be
strict supervision, or else there would be a
danger of men who are not gennine imposing
upon the department, men of the type known
as the public house prospector. There is am-
ple machinery in existence to enable war-
dens, wining registrars and inspectors of
mines to see that the department is not im-
Posed upon. There would he no difficuliy in
finding men who would work earnestly and
diligently to benefit themselves and the
State as well. This iz what should have
been done in later vears, but unfortunately
for thé State no such action has been taken.

There is also to be con-*
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I am not blaming the depariment becaus
circumstances have been sueh that they hav
had very little encovragement, and the typ
of man who would have gone out om suel
expeditions 20 or 25 years ago, and ver
probably met with success, is non-existent to
day. At any rate, there are very few of sucl
a type. Another point to which 1 desire t
refer is the administration in the departmen
in Perth. There is altogether too much de
lay in connection with applications whie
are lodged with the department. For in
stance, a man may make an application an

the application 1is approved, but befor
the assistance whiech he has sought |
made available, it sems to be neees
sary to refer the request to other de

partments and prolonged delays are the rc
sult. T am not referring to the delays whic
most oceur as the result of a responsibl
officer of the Mines Department heing aske
te report upen a proposition, A brief Aela
must take place, but T have in mind a cas
which oceurred reeently. An individual ag
plied for certain assistance, and after er

quiry, the assistance was agsure
and the applicant was informe
that it would e granted to ki

subject to eertain terms being agreed to. Th
applicant consented and on the 1ith Febn
ary last he wrote to the department to ths
effect, Then we find that the Mines Depar
ment had to consult the Crown Law Depar
‘ment in regard to the matter, and hefore th
deal eould be finally fixed up, although th
Mines Depuartment and the applicant ha
come to an agreement, a eonsiderable dela
took place while the Crown Law Departmen
arranged the legal fechnicalities.  Havin
written to the Mines Depurtment on the 14t
February agreeing to their eonditions, th
papers were sent on to the Crown La
office and were not veturned to the Minc
Department until the 11th March, four week
later. Surely it ought to be possible to e
pedite matters of this kind. T do not knov
where the blame lies. It may be that th
Crown Law officials have too mueh work t
do and that the papers relating to the matte
had to await their turn before being com
sidered, but four weeks is a very long perio
for the Crown Law Department to take t
put the legal position of the applieation i
order, I hope the Minister will look into thi
point. He ought to know that he give
twice who gives quickly. I havae no desire t
speak at any greater length but T trust tha
the Mines Department will consider the im
portance of carrying out prospecting worl
agpecially when returned soldiers who ma
desire to engage in it will be available. Th
carrying out of a syvstematic programme ¢
prospecting will be the only means by whie
the State ean be brought back to its forme
prosperity,

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [11.26]:
listened with great interest to the Mir
ister for Mines and also to the leader of th
Opposition, and with regard te what the la
ter stated T c¢an endorse all that he has sai
I have learned considerably more about mii
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ing during the past three years tban I did
during the whole of the time T had previously
resided in the State. We are coming back to
what the Country party members recom-
mended in this House, namely, the basic prin-
eiples by which we realise that the National
wealth comes from the earth. Tt does net
matter from whatever sonrce we stimmulate
it, the whole of the community will derive
a bencfit from it. The member for Mt. Mag-
net (Mr. Troy) when speaking on the gen-
eral Istimates made the remark that he
thought it would be a good gamble for the
Government to give a reward of £10;000 to
any prospector whe found a goldficld which
would maintain 10,000 inhabitants for threc
years. A member of the Government inter-
jected that he thought it would be a good
thing and penerally the idea seemed fo meet
with approval, but T think if it is wisc to
make a grant of that deseription to any
prospector who might discover a goldficld
capable of carrying 10,000 people for three
years, why not bring the snggestion down in
its truc preportion and offer say, £1,000 te
the prospector who finds a goldficld capable
of earrying a population of 1,000 people dur-
ing a period of three years. I would like to
suggest that the finder of the Westonia field
should reecive further encouragement than
he has had at the hands of the former Min-
ister for Mines.

The Minister for Mines: We are giving it
to him.

Mr. HARRISON: I am glad to hear it. I
have been in touch with this prospector for
some time past and I understand he knrows
of another place near Westonia where he
thinks he can make good. Besides the finding
»f Westonia, this same individual found gold
nside the rabhift proof fence, but further
levelopment has not yet been suecessful, T
um pleased to find that the Government Geol-
»gist stages that the Westonia body of ore is
ikely to live to a great depth, This is the
nore pleasing in view of the faet that the
‘eporis of a few years age did not tend to
'ommend the Yilgarn field to investors. It
thonld encourage the Government to give as-
istance to that field. Tt has been advanced
hat the overburden which occurs at  West-
inia some 60 feet deep or more and which
erves te make prospecting much more difii-
ault than in other parts of the State, econld
west be met by putting in bores to prove the
ead and so assist the prospecter. Something
houl? be attempfed in this respect. Another
roblem is that of water supply. T am aware
hat there is a certain rate for water sup-
lie@ to mines and that the Cabinet is ad-
erge to any alteration of those terms.
heaper water is supplied for sluicing pur-
oses.  From the Cabinet standpoint it
rould be altogether wise to let the mines at
Vestonin have water at a lesser rate for
ertain purposes. Tf they do not take from
1 scheme the whole of the water required,
1ere is a charge of 10s. a thousand. This
xtra charge must retard the development of
we field. With only three pumping staiions,
7estonia i3 in a different position from the
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other fields and should be getting certain
concesstons. 1f they were to take the whole
of the water from the scheme it would mean
putting in largely increased service pipes.
During the last few ycars there have been
three different increases in the service to
supply that centre. Great deveropment has
taken place, and the number of inhabitants
has doubled. There are over 1,000 people on
the field to-day. There is more activity on
the share market for this centre than obtains
in regard to almost any other mining cenire
in the Commonwealth. Any action taken to
bring about the further development of

Westonia would be am  incentlve to
mining  development  generally  through-
out the State. If the Minister counld

see his way eclear te rendering assistance in
regard to the water supply, much good would
result. Something has been done already in
regard to railway facilities. I voted against
Mr. Walker’s motion for the resumption of
work on the Esperance-Northwards line. 1t
may bhe that a firewoed railway will he re-
quired from Carrabin to Westonia, and cer-
tain developments are likely to take place
which may render it inadvisable that our vote
should be earmarked. In the near futurc an
improved railway service for the supply of
wood and material to Westonia must be pro-
vided. I am fully in aceord with those mem-
bers who have already spoken. We have heard
a good deal of repatriation. In this regard
there is considerable scope in the various min-
ing centres. I trust the Government will give
consideration to the few suggestions T have
made.

Mr. FOLEY - (Mt. Leoncra) [11.38]: Ap-
parently members representing indnstries other
than mining are taking a keen interest in
mining, for some of them are prepared to tell
us g good deal about it. When the Loan BEsti-
mates coe down L trust that mining will get
the consideration it is undoubtedly entitled to.
We have to take into consideration the ques-
tion of repatriation iw relation to the mining
industry, We are frequently assnred of hon.
members’ appreciation of the value of mining
to the State. When we remember all that the
industry has done for the State and the im-
mensc value of the gold production, together
with the accidents fatal and otherwise that
have occurred in the industry, we have to ask
ourselves whether the cost has not heen 2
little too high. Let me tell the members re-
presenting other industriea that we desire to
sce a more hopefnl state of affairs in the min-
ing centres. The war has been very bad for
ns. The figures we have show that the number
of men who have heen imjured in battle is
enormons. We all deplore this. Has any hon.
member taken the tronble to add up the figures,
as shown in the Mines Department reports
since their inreption, relating to those men
who have been permanently injured and ren-
dered unfit for further work in this State?
Over 6,000 men have been permanently injured
or have heen killed while engaged in this in-
dustry. There are also hundreds of men in
our sanitorium at Wooroloo only waiting to die
as a direct result of the eenditions under which
they have worked in our mines. T heartily
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endorse what other speakers have sail as to
the necessity for pushing on this industry. I
wish to put in a plea for those men who, while
working in the bowels &f the earth, haie been
the means of producing the wealth that has
acerned to our mining companies and to the
State. Much of the wealth of the State to-
day owes its existence to the mining industry.
There are men who have been buried in our
cemeteries who wonld have been with us to-
day, [ believe, had better conditions prevailed
in the industry. Many of our best farmers,
who had s, ent their earlier life in the mines,
have gone under as a result of the strain upon
their health in those days. Much has been
done of recent ycars in the way of the ia-
spection of mines, and of the care that has
to be exercised as to the safety of those em-
ployed in them, but much more remains to
be done. I trust that hefore members go to the
country again some legislation will have been
brought «down that will make for still hetter
conditions. A great deal has been said about the
finding of new mines. The phrase has really
hecome 7 hackneyed ovne. What assistance
was given to our early pioneers? Slattery and
Bzll, who in 1836 discovered gold in the Kim-
berleys, Cook and lhis mates who also fouud
gold there, Hannans of Kalgoorlie, the discov-
erer of Rroad Arrow, and many others, cer-
tainly got their rewards for the discoverics
they made, but received no other assistance
whatever, 1 helieve after the war there is
going to be a revival in mining. When that
time comes [ trust we shall find that money
is provided on the Estimates to assist those
who are endeavouring to find something new
in the State. Tn travelling over the goldficlds
one comes across many shows, but ean zearcely
point to one which will go over 10 penny-
weights to the ton. I know of mane at any
rate. T£ any show went up te as high as 10
weights it would be worked. There are many
shows which will go under that amount to the
ton. Some of these yielding only five or six
weights were being worked at a time when
the cost of treatment was less than it would
be now, but worked by men who did not pos-
sess the scientific knowledge which they have
cither aequired since, or which could now he
placed at their disposal. When men come back
from the front and think there i® a chanee of
their finding something new I think it is our
duty as legislators to give them every oppor-
tunity of deing so. Tf ten such men were
only to have given to them the amount that
was given to each of the soldiers who were
scttled on the Riverton estate, so that they
could put this money into their shows with
the assistance of other experienced men, they
would be able to work leases which at present
are lying idle. On the Kalgoorlie belt there
are doubtless mines which are not nmow in as
flourishing a conditien as they were. The
mining industry is of neeessity differcnt from
the agricultural industry. A man who takes
up a holding and develops it is creating an
agset for himself, and the more assistance he
gets and the more energy he puts into his
work the more valuable does that asset be-
come. But a miner cannot put gold into the
ground, and no matter how hard he may work
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he may find that there is a water level near
the surface and that he is near {he eund of
his resources, and nothing he can do is of any
avail. He, therefore, has to lose his property
and lis work bas gone for nothing. If we
cin do something to help either the individual
miner, & party of wminers, or even a company,
in sneh circumsiances so as to enable them
to overcome their difliculties, and assist them
to get on their fect before the rmash comes,
we shall not only be giving them a greater
incentive to work but will also be deing a
great deal for the mining industry in general.
It is one of the charaeteristies of this coun-
try, especially that portion of it which lies
between Norseman and the Murehison, that
at the 200-foot level a poor zone is found. I
contend that our departmental officers should
e put to work on this geological question,.
and by their knowledge and advice help rem-
der timely assistance to miners so that they
can go on with the development of  their
leases. The Government should find out the
faults of the country, and let the State enjoy
the Kknowledge of the departmental officers
who are paid by the State fto impart it.
Luere are also some parts of the State which
are on the up grade. The Sons of Gwalia
mine, in my electorate, has been developed
to the 4,000ft. level, and the lens of ore is
now greater than it ever was before. North
of the shaft oan the upper levels there was
nothing, hut at ahout the 3,600 level instead
of the clhute dipping south it is going west,
and therc has been revealed a chute of gold
of over 2,000 feet in length., The mine never
looked better than it does now. The costs of
working are, however, much greater than they
were previously. This, of course, applies
throughont the goldfields areas. Not one
thing that is necessary for the production of
gold arc we turning out in this State. Every-
thing that is required has te be imported
and taken up from the coast. Gelignite has
gone up to a big price. TEver since we
started gold mining here we have had to buy
cvery commodity necessary for the produe-
tion of our gold. At the same {ime, this
State is capable of producing the ingredients
of almost every article that is required in the
reduction plant of our mines, T trust that
the war has taught us a lesson in this respect.
There is the question of zines used in the re-
duction process from the cyanide point of
view. These zines are being ent here now by
lathe. We have the zine shavings produced
in Australia. Assistance can be given to
mining by other means than money alone. We
can give assistance from the Australian
national point of view. There are many com-
modities in Australia which conld be used in
the mining world if only a little science wag
applied in their production. We should give
to our manufacturers, and everyone else who
is endeavouring to make something, an oppor-
tunity of carrying out their object, and if we
assist them we shall be assisting the mining
industry. There is great trouble in regard to
the water question. If it ean be shown to
the Government that only one of our big
mines will have to elose down hecause of the
difficulty of getting water, and in that way
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throw out of employment perhaps hundreds
of men, it is the duty of the Government to
provide that water from the goldfields scheme
at a price that will enable the mine to keep
open. I want to refer to what the Minister
said in regard to the geological portion of
the Mines Department Estimates, when
he said that the number of men engaged on
field work was pgoing to be reduced.
I bave travelled over a great portion of this
State. I have been from the most southerly
portion in which gold has been found right up
to Meekatharra, Though I have not travelled
much about Meekatharra, T have been through
the country lying out beyond it. " I have seen
the country almost to the South Anstralian
border, along what is now the route of the
Great Western Railway. The country I have
vigited recently, almost on a direct line be-
tween Leonora and ITall’s Creek, astounded
me with its various classes of country rock.
There is in that country sechist, and schistose
formation, and also limestone. Mr. Talbot,
who made a survey there, said it was the pur-
est limestone in the State. True, the lime-
stone itself is mot much good, but limestone
eountry is certainly. good as pastoral country,
I have brought down samples of the ores to
be found in those districts, and to my mjind
these samples disclose a possibility of a new
era of prosperity in Western Australia being
opened by the chemists, if they will set to
work and ascertain what these outlying dis-
tricts contain. No matter how much people
may say that they wish to see prespectors omt,
is is all moonshine te think that now-a-days
a prospector can go out with tin dish and
pick and find new shows. The ores we are
dealing with in Western Australia differ in
almost every particular from the ores in the
Eastern States, in most of whieh T have workeil
as o miner., But what 1 wish-to urge on the
Minister is that it is the chemist who is going
to be Western Australia’s prospector im the
future, that it is omly the chemist who ecan
praspect Western Aunstralia. In all serions-
ness, I contend that the Minister should show
every consideration te his scientific officers,
and make the best use of them. If he proves
that good work is heing got from those officers
in the field and in pgeology and chemistry,
then he will he sapported if his next Estimates
show 2 considerable inerease on these. We all
desire to see the mining industry prosper; but,
along with the prosperity of the industry, I
desire to see every consideration given fo the
conditions under which the miners work, so
that as the mines get deeper there will he
closer supervision. I trust the Government
will make evident that it is their policy, as
it should be the policy of any Government in
power, to ensure that the men who are causing
wealth to acerue to the State, are provided
with the best possible working conditions,
which they have not had up to the present
day. When that time comes, T will say from
my seat in this House fhat the Minister has
done his duty as a worthy administrator of
the mining industry.

Mr. LUTEY (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe} [12.0
midnight]: I was disappeinted when the Esti-
mates were presented to Parliament to find a
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decrease of £1,816 in conunection with mining.
The mining industry is still the most important
of all the industries in the State, and it should
be fostered at the present juncture. My
opinion is that it will be many years before
the other industries of the State will be able
to stand on their own, as they shounld be, with-
out the assistance of goldfields backing. With
regard to prospecling, I contend that Western
Australia bas only been scratched up to the
present time. I have failed to find that the
Government are doing anything in the diree-
tion of asgisting prospecting. At the present
time there are many returned soldiers on the
goldfields, and a number of them are looking
for work, heing unable, of course, to go down
to the 3,000 or 4,000 feet levels. These men,
however, are quite capable of carrying on
prospecting work; and if their services were
availed of, and they were sent out prospecting
in the auwriferous areas, the State would de-
rive an advantage. The policy. of the Gov-
ernment, I regret to say, has been lukewarm
so far as the mining industry is concerned.
To illustrate my contention, I would mention
that when 1 wag first returned to Parlinment,
I drew attention to the fact that adjacent to
the Golden Mile, some 19 or 20 years ago, a
company knowan as the Grent Southern Dre-
velopment Company carried on extensive
diamend drilling, and spent thousands of
pounds in sinking shafts. But after doing
a considerable amount of work tiiey went into

ligwidation. Later on a working party
of miners attempted to earry on  opera-
tions on that partienlar Jlease but they
cneountered a great quantity of water
and their work had to ecase. T would
like to know whether the Government

have made any scareh of the records of the
Great Southern Development Company in
the hope of being able to put that country
which they worked to some nse again. The
property is situated at the southern end of
the Golden Mile, right at our very doors in
fact, and steps ought to be taken to thor-
ouphly test that area. They were shrewd
people bebind the Great Sonthern Develop-
ment Company, and though they spent
thousands of pounds and then abandoned the
property, I feel sure there is something there
which is worthy of reeeiving the State’s at-
tention. We know that what saved the
South African goldficlds was the Deeps mine,
and the companies which began operations
there afterwards sank thousands of feet be-
fore they got to payable orc. Tf the devel-
opment of the southern end of the Golden
Mile is taken in hand seriously, I am under
the impression that a similar condition of
affairs will be Ffound to exist there.  The
north end of the Golden Mile as well has only
heen seratehed over. We have heard a good
deal about boring operations, but nothing
definite has ever been done, If the Govern-
ment are really sincere they should get to
work in earnest and the greatest fillip the
industry has ever had will he the result.
The leader of the Opposition made referenca
to the creep in the Great  Boulder mine.
Members may remember that one of our
comrades, Flannagan, a man whose loss I
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was killed as a result of
the creep at the Great Boulder Mine
some months ago. The union requested thnt
a Royal Commission should be appointed o
investigate the conditions at that particular
mine, and a deputation waited on the Min-
ister. That occurred months ago, but it is
only within the last few days that the State
Mining Engineeyr's report has been presented,
There is semething wrong in the administra-
tion of the Mines Department when a ser-
ious creep can take place and a report is not
obtained from a departmental ofieial until
moaths afterwards. The creep is a serious
one. 1 live almost a mile and a half away
from the Great Boulder Mine, and on. the
occasion of the creep—personally I believe it
is a erack in the country—the tremor was
so viglent that I was almost bounced off my
bed. 'The situation is extremely serious in-
asmuch as a number of men are daily tak-
ing their lives in their hands when they
go down in this mine. [t seems to me that
if such delays must always take place be-
fore a report on an important question like
this is presented, the State AMining Engineer,
or whoever ig responsible in the department
for the delay wants shaking up. The Min-
ister smiles, but I can assure him I feel very
keenly the loss of Flannagan.

The Minister for Mines: I was not smiling
at the serigusness of the subject.

Mr. LUTEY: Knowing as we do that hun-
dreds of men go into that mine daily and
fearing a catastrophe at any time, it scems
extraordinary that a report on such an im-
portant question as a creep should take
months to prepare. We want a Royal Cem-
mission to investigate a matter of this kind,
an independent commission, preferably an
inspector from Broken Hili where the coun-
try iz somewhat similar to that of the
Golden  Mile. There are differences of
opinion about this misfortune. Some say it
is a crack, some a subsidenee, while others
declare that gas was responsible for it. We
know at any rate that one miner was burned
through the explosion of gas and it is aston-
ishing to me to think that although the dis-
aster occnrred months ago, the Government
bhave not taken any definite steps to see that
the lives of the men engaged in that mine
are safeguarded. I would be lacking in my
duty if I did not move in this Chamber in
the dircetion of galvanising some life into
the department. There must be a full in-
quiry by an independent man or tribunal to

felt keenly,

sec whether it 1is possible to protect
the lives of many men, I would hot
be surprised on opening the newspaper

one morning to find that a big collapse had
taken place im which hundreds of men had
lost their lives. What is the position of the
members of that district and the Minister?
It is not as it shonld be, and I hope the Min-
igter will see that a different state of affairs
exists in the future and that something will
be done immediately in the direction of cans-
ing an inquiry to be held into the whole posi-
tion. I would like to refer to the School of
Mines at Kalgoorlie and the good work which
it has done. We have heard members in this
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Chamber refer vo the fact that in connection
with higher eduention the people should pay
for that privilege. I coasider that education
is the greatest asset a State can possibly
have. The position of gold mining in West-
ern Australia to-day is due in a very great
meastite to the education which the Austra-
lians engaged in it have reccived. In this
State, as far as gold mining is eoncerned, we
can hold our own with a «ountry like South
Africa where black labour is employed, The
idea of the Treasurer that there should be in-
troduced a suggestion box struck me forcibly.
I cousider that is a good idea, hecause it wiil
give the State an opportunity of recognising
what is often done for us by the community.
There are many problems to be faeed on the
goldficlds, but unforunately the Chamber of
Mines in the past has not been inclined to
give cncouragement to men with ideas. 1
can illustrate the case of one man who made
a suggestion which had the effect of saving
one company thousunds of pounds and which
meant a great deal to the mining industry.
T would not have minded so much if only one
company in thal particular instance had bene-
fited by the sugggestion made, but other com-
panies were brought in, and recognizing the
importance of the suggestion, adopted it.
The suggestion established the success of
eyaniding and filter press work and the indi-
vidual responsible for it did not rcceive a
sixpence for it. With the introduction of a
suggestion box at the Mining School, any per-
son Tesponsible for an innovation would re-
ceive some reward if that innovation proved
effective and saved the mining industry a
eonsiderable swm of money, There is a prob-
fem which has heen engaging the attention of
the people on the goldfields for a considerable
time, and that is re-precipitation. They have
been experimenting for years to see if it is
possible to overcome this and keep the gold
in a soluble state. It would mean thousands
of pounds, not only to the companics, but to
the State. Suggestion hoxes have been es-
tablished in the mining industry and in other
indnstries as well. Something has heen said
about the visits of the members of Parlia-
ment to the goldficlds. We secarcely ever see
other than a goldficlds member on the gold-
fields, exeept perhaps at clection time. The
people of the goldficlds are always pleased to
meet visitors, and if agricultural membhers
would visit the goldfields they could be sure
of a hearty welcome. Quite Ttecently T had
the pleasure of visiting several farming dis-
tricts. I was agreeably surprized with much
of the country that I had never seen before,
and my tour served to breaden my views in
regard to the wheat areas out in the Wt
Marshall distriet. T entirely believe in mem-
bers moving about the State, and T am sorry
that the salary of members of Parliament is
so Tow. I should like to see it sufficiently
large to enable a member to travel the coun-
try more thoroughly than he can do at pre-
eent. Members without private means find it
impoesible te do much travelling on the Par-
liamentary allowance. The Perseverance, the
Australia and the Kalgurli mines are just at
the paying stage; are in fact about to close
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down, Machine miners have heen taken out
of the Perseverance, and no development work
is going on there. The few inen employed are
mercly toking the ore out of the shrinkage
stopes, which means that the Perseverance
will finally close down in about 12 months
time. Trom a State point of view that mine
has been the mest valuable we ever had. For
years past it hag employed more men than any
other mine, The three mines I have men-
tioned are only just paying their way to-day.
Members have spoken of zine eraniding and
machinery, which have increased the cost of
mining. But what can the State do to relieve
those particular companies and the people of
the goldficlds? There i3, of course, the ques-
tion of railway freights. The Government
should, if possible, reduce those freights so as
to give the mines which are just existing an
opportunity of pulling through until prices
generally shall be apain reduced after the
war, The railway freights on cyanides and
mining commodities should be lowered rather
than raised. Such a policy would result in
advantage to the State. If the Perseverance,
the Kaipuerlt and the Australia mines close
down, from 1,500 te 2,000 men will be thrown
out of empioyment. Even Ministers them-
selves must have a coneeption of what that
would mean to the State. Reference has been
made to miners’ complaint. I have known
numbers of men who went into mining as
healthy, robust lads and are now in their
graves. Remembering the fights we have had
over the question of miners’ phthisis T should
like to offer a tribute to the leader of the Op-
position and to Mr. Grenard, one of the min-
ing inspectors, who since his arrival in Kal-
goaorlic has done very good work. Tf we had
had an energetic ofticer like AMr. Grenard 20
years ago, we should have saved the lives of
many valuable citizens now in their graves.
1 hope the Minister will do all he can to im-
prove the conditions of mining, not only un-
derground but alse on the surface. It is not
necessary to go wunderground te contract min-
ers’ phthisis, for dry crushing plants are
worse than many bad places underground.
When, in 1910, Dr. Cumpston made his ex-
amination, he found that machine wen suof-
fered to the extent of 30 per cent. Next to
those were the men in the mills, who suffered
to the extend of 27 per cent. But, whereas
Dr. Cumpsten in compiling his figures took
the men actually working on the machines.
many men working in the milla work in places
not subject to dust, notwithstanding which
the men in the mills were founil to be sufier-
ing from winers’ complaint to the extent of
27 per cent. T consider the energy of the
Mihister and his inspectors should be directed
to seeing that the surface working are made
as healthy as possible, The member for
Leonora (Mr. Foley) said that what was
wanted was, pot a mining policy, but merely
administration. If the hon, member were to
go and tell that to the few Britishers left in
Leonora, where the mincrs to-day are mostly
t‘dings,”” he would have some hard words
directed to him. We want an ergetic peliey
at this juncture, and I appeal to members re-
presenting the farming districts to assit us in
securing it, At election time we always find
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that local requirements are put hefore any-
thing in the nature of a national policy con-
cerning the interests of the whole State. Vet
if hon. members will look at what the Labour
Government did, they will find that although
that Government was composed largely of
mining members, their best endeavours were
used to foster the farming indestry. In view
of this I now plead with members representing
agrieniltural distriets to give the miners every
possible support, in the interests of the State
generally.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [12.27 aun.):
An apology is due to the mining representa-
tives on the seore of the scarcity of mem-
bers in the Chamber to-night, while the min-
ing Istimates arc being diseussed. I parti-
cularly apelogise for my colleagues of the
Country party. We have to vegard miniag
ag the springboard of developinent in the
State. I make no apology for speaking on
the mining Estimates, beeause [ represent
the oldest mining constituency in the State.
I say emphatically that by the development
of the mining industry in my clectorate we
will achieve the greatest advance possible in
that electorate. Speaking on these Estimates
brings baclk to me old associations in con-
nection with mining. Of all the ¢nergetic and
enterprising citizens in the State, tha most
enterprising are those who came to the
SBtate in the quest of gold. Turning to the
report of the Mines Department for 1916 T
find that absolutely no reference has heen
made in the gencral remarks of the Undev
Secretary to the Dbranch of the industry
which I represent. In the wholo of the de-
partmental report the only veference is on
page 29 where, under the heading ‘North-
ampton and Yandanooka mineral field’’ we
find the following:—

No minerals were reported from Yanda-
nooka. In the Northampton ficld the out-
pnt of orc was 34,578.34 tons, wvalued at
£110,872, and in the preceding year 15,
678.30 tons, valued at £29.396; an increase
of tonnage of 18,600,04 tons, and in value
ot £87,476.

There has been a good deal of activity
on this field, and a continunance of its im-
proved ontput is anticipated.

The only other reference in the whole re-
port is on page 36 and it says—

Northampton wmineral ficld—A  certain
amount of renewed activity has been dis-
played in this field, The Baddera aund
Narra Tavra mines have been fullv oceu-
pied, and the Uga main lode and Kirton'’s
Wiave been aztively worked. The Nooka,
which has long becn idle, has been re-ap-
plied for. Prospecting work is being car-
vied on north of Kirton’s mine and at
Hownatharra, At the Baddera lead mine
the main shaft is being sunk below the No.
8 level. At the Narra Tarra lead mine the
main shaft has been sunk to 350 feet.

That is the whole attention that is paid to
the lead mining industry of the State at
Northampton in the repert, an industry
which, for the year 1916, had a production
valued at £110,872. Daring the last 12
months the development has been fairly ac-
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tive and a fair amount of prospecting work
under difficult circumstances has been en-
tered into. I contend that no serious atten-
tion has been paid by the department to the
encouragement of the prospecting in that
industry. Tt is carried out under rather
difficult conditions because the greater part
of the area is held under the old Imperial
freehold grants, and the prospectors are
workiug under a system of tribute. Tbe pros-
pectors are developing these mines to make
them prove eventually, if the industry ad-
vances, profitable to those people whe enjoy
themselves and are not endeavouring to
develop these freehold blocks. The principal
area where prospecting has been carried on is
near Notthampton and at Geraldine beyond
the railhead at Ajana. These are mostly sur-
face shows, and I may state that the ore car-
ries such a high pereentage of lead that it is
possible by hand dressing—a very erude sys-
tem—to obtain 85 per ceunt. of lead. These
prospectors have to get the lead ore carted to
the railhead, a distance of ten miles, over a
very difficult road, and the cost of cartage
amounts to approximately £1 per ton. The
Minister for Mines has intimate knowledge,
or should have, of the ecircumstances under
whieh the prospectors are working in the area,
becanse he recently paid a visit to the districts
and he knows from personal observation, be-
sides the facts have been placed before him
by various deputations and the disabilities
which the prospectors are working under have
been deseribed to him. Prospectors and min-
ing people generally are akin to farmers in
this respect: if a farmer has a erop, he gener-
ally reckons it is poing to give him five bush-
cls or 10 bushels more than it really does, and
the prospector genecrally places the lead con-
tents of the ore on a higher bhasis than what
he generally realises. There is an agrecment
at the present time between the Government
and the Fremantle Trading Co., that is the
company that own the larger mines around
Northampton and the Narra Tarra mine, and
the system by which the prospectors gain
their results or their aceount sales is not sat-
isfactory. There prospectors have been under
a misapprehension in some respeets as to the
treatment they have been receiving at the
hands of the Fremantle Trading Co. Re-
cently, in conjunction with the DMinister, I
had the privilege of being shown over the
Fremantle Co.’s plant hy the manager, Mr.
Sutheriand, who explained the methods by
which the ore ig railed from Northampton, or
the prospecting shows at Ajana and treated,
sampled, and weighed, and T have come to
the conclusion, after a full knowledge of the
facts, that the prospectors receive very fair
treatment indced from the Fremantle Smelt-
ing Co. Their further complaint is that their
account sales are too long in coming to light
—they have to wait too long before they get
their returns. T do not know whether it is
possible to expedite that in any way.

The Minister for Mines: We are negotiating
with that object.

Mr. MALEY: I am pleased to hear that
because, after all said and done, the men are
working away and relying on the returns to
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keep them going, There is just one other mat-
ter I wish to place before the Minister, as to
the development of the prospeeting shows at
Geraldine, and that is the state of the road
from the mines at Ajana. This road is an en-
tirely new one and representations have been
made to the responsible Minister for a grant
to repair the road, in consequence of the ex-
cessive damage caused by the late floods, and
the only basis on which the Minister has seen
fit to assist them is on the pouad for pound
principle. He has granted £100 for the work,
provided the Northampton roads board, who
have the control of the read, will find an-
other £100. The Northampton roads board
bas been pretty severely taxed during the last
winter and T may say that the damage in the
country caused by the rains has been much
more severe than the Minister realises, and if
something is not done to effect repairs before
the next wiater starts, I consider that eventu-
ally it will take treble or four times the
money to repair the damage that it would
now cost. [ happenrd to travel during last
week, in company with the member for
Brownhill-Tvanhoe, through a considerable
portion of the roads board area of the eastern
districts, and I can honestly say that during
the whole 540 miles traversed, we scarcely
passed over a single hit of bad road. That
was u considerable distance to travel, and if
damage had bheen caused by last winter’s
rains, traces world have been evident. The-
situation in my own partienlar distriet is
absolutely the reverse of the conditions ob-
taining there. DMention has been made to-
night of the finding of a new seam of ¢oal on
the Irwin river coalfirld, and if the develop-
ment is as good as we hope it will be, it
points to a very interesting result in connee-
tion with the provision of fuel for the estab-
lishment of smelters at Ceraldton. With the
development possible in the distriet, it is abso-
lute folly to think of railing the ore that
can he raised in the district by systematic
working, all the way to Fremantle to be
smelted. If the Irwin eoal seam will develop
into a better article than the Collie eoal, T
hope the Government will eventually assist
the Northampton district in providing a
smelter there. T agree with the remarks of
the leader of the Opposition that to a very¥
great extent our mining industry is going to
afford assistance by placing refurned men in
various parts of the State, whether in gold
mining or in mining for base metals. A num-
ber of men will eertainly come back from the
war who previously worked in mining dis-
triets, and no doubt they will like to go back
to their old occupation. These men ought to
be assisted in taoking up some of these lead
mines which, in my opinion, iz a muoch safer
and surer oecupation than that of chasing
the golden pennyweight. I have nothing fur-
ther te say with regard to the vote for min-
ing generally excepting ag I said before that
I feel the development of my distriet is inti-
mately tied up with mining and I make no
apologies in speaking on the Estimates of the
industry.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [12.44 am.]: I
regret that the most important industry of
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mining has to he diseussed at an early hour
of the morning, but we must reecognise that
some portion of the Estimates must necess-
arily he discussed at an early hour of the
morning, if we desire to get through. The miiw-
ing indostry has been discussed at great length
many times in this Chamber, and many mem-
bers agree that the great problem of mining
is not that we are all willing to do what we
can, and offer what suggestions we may, but
to come to some solution and poirt out what
is the hest thing to do to resuscitate the indus-
try to which the State owes so muech. T am
glad that aithough the industry is in rather a
bad way, compured with what it was in 1803,
when it was in the full flood of its prosperity,
it iz still far and away the most important in-
dustry in the State. Notwithstanding the fact
that the war has brought in its train a ecrtain
amount of depression in mining ecircles, some
of the baser metals have benefited by this
great struggle. The value of our copper during
the year 1915 was only £41,000, but for the
year 1916, heyond which we have no recerd,
the valwe had increased to £74,000. I mention
this hecause the impression may have been
created by the remarks of the leader of the
Oprosition that, owing te the value of our eop-
per export having been less, this really repre-
sents the position of the copper industry,
whereas the fact is our copper which has been
raised is rearly S0 per ecent. more than it*was
in the previous year. The position of the gold
mining industry is largely responsible for our
present deficit, although we must not forget
that the great European struggle in which we
arec now cngaged is a econtributing factor.
When we come to consider that in 1903 the
number of employees engaged in the irdustry
was 18,000 as against 9,000 to-day, it indi-
cates to us that there are two million pounds
a year less wages now being paid in the State
in connection with this indusiry alene, than
were being paid in the former year. Such a
falling off ir. the wages bhill mnst have 2
serious effeet upon the whele of the ramifica-
tions of the subsidiary industries which depend
upon the primary industries. That is perhaps
the greatest factor in regard to the position
in whieh we find ourselves to-day. Although
our gold yield has fallen to one half, as com-
pared with what it was in the maximum year
of production, we still retain the proud posi-
tion of producing 54 per cent, of the total golid
yield in Australasia, ircluding, of course,
Papua and New Zealand. It is perhaps rather
cold comfort to consider that the other States
are in the same position as we are in regard to
the constantly redueing gold yield, but I would
point out that their yicld has decreased to a
preater extent pro rata than ours. Mention has
been made of the decreased expenditure on the
mining vote for 1916. T am sure that the Min-
ister deplores that fact as much as any other
lion. member in the Chamher. ¢‘Needs must
when the devil drives.”’ Our finances are not
in such a position that we can avail oursclves
of more money. I hepe to be able to prove that
the war affects this industry perhaps to a
greater extent than is generally reeognised.
Fram the report of the Chamber of Mines for
1912 we see that the total cost per ton of ore
raised i that year was 19s. 3d., whereas in

[ASSEMBLY.]

1916 the total cost per ton raised was 22s. 3d,,
or exactly 3s. more per ton. Anyone who has
the slightest knowledge of mining knows that
a «difierence in costs of 3s. per ton means that
hundreds of tons of ore less have been raised
than would have heen the case under pre-war
conditions. That is a very serious situatior,
and one which ean only be removed when the
peace of the Empire is once more restored. Tn
iy opinion, and in this T am backed up by
people who know more about the question than
I do, the future of Western Ausiralia so far
as gold mining is concerred lias in the low-
grade shows, The problem then to he deter-
mined is how to reduce the costs so that these
low grade chows ecan he worked. South Afrien,
which contains the largest goldfield in the
worll, depends very Iargely on lew grade min-
ing. Tt is because of the low mining
costs that South Africa has lheen able
to work these low grade shows. The very ex-
tensiveness of the areas concerned tfends
to assist in this direetion. Perhaps in the
Minister’s own electorate there is the nu-
eleus of what under more seientific eonditions,
would probably be an extensive and paya-
ble gold mining ares, second only to the
Golden Mile in production of gold, but it
wonld first be neccssary to solve the problem
of how to work such low grade shows at a
eost of only a few shillings per ton. When
we see what advances have already haen
made in chemistry and the scientifie
treatment of ores we need not fear but that
within a few wears stamps will be falling
by the hundred on the ore from low grade
shows, which are at present not considered
good emongh to work. T should like to say
a few words upon the mines at the north end
of Kalgocrlie. In this respect we have the
opinion of one of our leading geologists in
the person of Mr. Larcombe. He stands
fairly lLigh up in the profession and is the
teeturer on geology at the Kalgoorlie School
of Mines. ™e has done more than any other
man in the State in eonnection with research
work on our goldficlds, and his large treatise
on the gold bearing ores of Kalgoorlie is well
known to all mining men. e holds the
opinion that deep boring is eminently justi-
fied at the north end of Kalgoorlie, In that
portien of the ficld there are vast lodes of
anything from 50 feet to G0 feet wide of a
low grade pature, somewhat similar to those
which exist in the Yilgarn district round
about Nevoria. In the opinion also of the
groatest geologist in the British Empire, Dr.
McLaren, whom I personally conaunlted on
the matter, deep horing could be rtesorted to
on the north end of Kalgoorlie with profit-
able results. Some of the best mine mana-
gers on the big helt have resorted to deep bor-
ing, and on the Great Roulder alone some-
thing like 10 miles of diamond drilling has
heen done, Several of the old prospectors
around Kalgoorlie join with me in the he-
licf that deep boring could with advantage
he pursued to the south of the belt on the
flat eountry, with a view to demonstrating
whether or not the deep lead could be picked
up. Many a miner, after getting together
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a little money, has spent every sovereign in
shaft sinking with a view to picking up the
deep lead. I know of at least 50 shafts
which miners, out of their own pockets, have
sunk in their eandeavour to secure the deep
lead around the Golden Mile. In the East-
ern States, wherever rich and extensive gold-
ficlds have been found, it has invariably been
discovered at a later stage that a deep lead
shed from the mother lode has been estab-
lished which has proved to be muwch richer
than the original find. This recalls to my
mind the fact that there are at present a
couple of returned soldicrs on the Conmnon-
wealth reserve in Kalgoorlie, engaged in
sinking a shaft who, although they are min-
ers, do not care to go down into the deep
levels after having once bencfited by open
air life. 1 believe that Mr. Heys and 3:111;_\,'
are cven now making application for assist-
anee to the Minister. 1 know that if the
application is made the Minister will request
his rvesponsible wfficers to furnish a report
upon their show, and I trust if this is at all
favourable that he will do ali he van to help
them. Men of this cluss are more deserving
of help than any others in the State.
The whole future of this State’s mining in-
dustry umdoubtedly rests with the prospector,
and I regretted very much to learn from the
Premier this evening that no cousideration
whatever has been given by the Federal Re-
patriation Alinister to assisting mining by
agsisting prospectors. I trust, however, that
when we have agitated more strenucwsly in
this State for that phase of industrinl aetivity
it will receive some attention at the hands of
the Commonwealth authorities. The position
of the gold mining industry here, contrary to
the opinion held by an uninformed few in this
State, is not due to labour condifions; er,
shall I say, bas not heen caused by industrial
tronbles? For, if there has been one industry
in any part of Australia which has been re-
markably free from hostile clashes and strikes
such as are to be found elsewhere in the Com-
menwealth, it is the gold mining industry of
this State. True, the workers in that industry
have had several heart to heart talks with
the employers; but the good sense of the men
has been such that the two parties have been
able to meet at round-table conferences ani
finally adjust their differeneces without resort-
ing to the extigme step of lock-out or strike.
Let me say, too, that the attitude of the Cham-
ber of Mines has on occasion heen passably
fair from the workers’ point of view. I de-
sire to illustrate hy a few figures from depart-
mental reports what the one man engaged in
our gold mining industry meaus to the State.
I care not what industry one takes, or what
part of the world one selects, there is not to
be found another industry in which the pro-
duction of wealth is so great per capita as
in the case of gold mining here. According
to the latest report of the Department of
Mines, that for 1916, the retorm per man em-
ployed in gold mining was £453 for the twelve-
month. Tor the East Coolgardie field, that is
to say, the Kalgoorlie and Boulder mines, the
average return per man was £603; and that
allows for men above ground as well as the

1035

men under ground. Taking only the men
underground, each miner on the Golden Mile
produced in 1916 no less a sum than £1,078.
When cne bears in mind that the wages of
there miners do not averuge £250 per annum,
it is plain that the underground man produees
four times the amount that he receives. Thus,
the positton of onr gold wining industry can-
ngt be ascrilied to any methods of sabotage
on the part of the working miners. The
miners of the Golden Mile are not ouly re-
nowned in this Stale for their efficiency, but,
on the expert evidence of mine managers from
the *‘land of hustle,”’ they are letter miners
than are to Le found in any other part of the
world, the United States of America not ex-
cepted. A few words arc necessary concern-
ing the working conditions of the men on the
Golden Mile, and, indeed, of the men employed
in the gold mining iudustry througheut this
State. During 1916 the number of men killed
and injured in mining operations in this State
was 816. Of these no less than ¢22 were killed
and injured in mining operations on the East
Coolgnrdie field. The total number killed in
Western Australian mining during 1916 was
21, ten of them losing their lives on the Golden
Mile, and eleven elscwhere in Western Aus-
tralia. A miner was killed, too, on the Collie
coalfields. The 21 mer 1 have referred to
were, however, killed while engaged exclu-

sively in gold mining. Bad as these
figures are, the number of men killed, 21,
shows a  gratifying reduction on the
corresponding  figure  for 1915, which
was 34 Thus, from 1915 to 1916, the
number of fatalities was reduced by ap-
proximately 40 per cent, That reduetion

I consider to be largely due te the appoint-
ment of workmen inspectors, who have done
magnificent service at all events in that see-
tion of the mining industry, with which I
am best acquainted, Kalgoorlie and Boulder.
As a result of the efforts of workmen inspee-
tors, the number of men killed has fallen
markedly, which amply justifies that humane
legisiation fought for in this Chamhber dur-
ing a numhber of years by members repre-
senting the pold mining constituencies, who
naturally koncew the facts of the position bet-
ter than other members of the Haouse.

Mr. Munsie: And the number of accidents
other than fatal has been reduced as well.

Mr, GREEXN: Yes. Let me point out that
of the 21 miners killed during 1716, 10 lost
their lives as the result of falls of earth,
which fact demonstrates that falla of earth
are of frequent occurrence. Yet, if examin-
ations of the back are carefully made, fallg
of earth are the most easily preventible of
accidents, though, of course, they cannot be
catirely eliminated. They are the most dan-
gerous form of aceident, and the workmen
inspecters have rendercd morc valuable ser-
viee in preventing falls of earth by their
inspections, than in any other direetion. But,
notwithstanding the efforts of workmen in-
spectors, and apart from the large toll of
accidents and deaths, our great industry is,
unfortunately, responsible for & disease
which c¢ould be largely prevented if spray-
ing conditions were thoroughly carried out,
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so a5 to minimise the dust evil—I refer, of
course, to miners’ complaint. I regret that
some of the miners themselves have to be
kept up to the mark in this respect. With
the inawguration of a more thorough spray-
ing system, and with the freer use of water,
the dust trouble in our mines should be very
largely reduced; and in  this connection 1
have in mind especially the Golden Mile
where, on account of the deep workings, the
disease is more prevalent than in any other
part of Western Aunstralia. T trust that the
number of poor fellews filling our sanatoria
and, alas! our cemeteries, because of a dis-
ease incidental to the gold mining industry,
will largely decrease. Some agitation has
been afoot in Kalgoorlie receutly rtegarding
the filling of the appointment of Under Sec-
retary for Mines by a mining inspector from
tho fields.

Mr. Troy: Or by a warden from the ficlds,
do you mean?

Mr. GREEN: No; by a mining inspector
from the fields. I wish to record that my
knowledge of mining leads me to differ alte-
gether from that idea. From what I know
of the men qualified for the position—of
courze there may he men qualified for it of
whom I know nothing—there is no better man
available than Mr. Calanchini, whe should,
as a matter of rotation, take the position,
having acted under Mr. King for so many
years. As regards the vacancy for a min-
ing engineer, however, if the Government
were to sclect a practical mine manager from
the goldfields and pay him a decent salary
and let him reside on the bhelt, that appdint-
ment would be of more utility to the gold
wining  industry than any other step of
which my knowledge enables me to conceive.
At this late hour I do not wish to extend my
remarks, but let me express my conviction
that the gold mining industry cannot re-
ceive too lurge a measure of attention at the
hands of Parliament. As 1 said in opening,
the future hopes of this State depend very
largely indeed on the revivifying of that in-
dnstry. T am satisfied that with the ad-
vance of knowledge reducing costs, and with
the advance of mineralogieal research, we
shall see the development of low-grade pro-
positions on the Yilgarn field and aiso to-
wards the north end of Kalgoorlie, and in
other parts of Western Australia as well.
We have the largest auriferous area in the
world, and it will one day hum to the tunec
of thousands of stamps on payable gold
mining ore.

Mr, TROY (Mount Magnet) [16 am.]: I
do not think it would he wise on my part to
speak at any length at this hour of the morn-
ing, but representing, as I do, a constituency
which embraees a considerable portion of the
goldfields of the State, I feel that some re-
marks are due from me on the general discus-
sion of these Tstimates. The speeches so far
have heen characterised by a general note of
lamentation regarding the prospects of the
mining industry, .and more especially the de-
cline in gold production. Certainly the falling-
off is bad enough. Tt is ome that canses the
gravest concern, becavse if has been so rapid
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during the last two years. Our gold produc-
tion has decreased in two years by approxi-
mately one million pounds’ value. So rapid
4 ratio of decrease has not previously been
known in the history of Western Awsiralian
gold-mining, or at all events not since the in-
dustry has been- an important one in this
State. What we have to do now is not to
lament, but to suggest, so far as we pos-
gibly ean, means by which the decline can be
arrested, and also to suggest means by which
the industry can be rendered more productive.
Unless the Government have the money fo
spend—of which I am doubtful—I do not
know whether much assistance can be- af-
forded by this Committee. But, insofar as
the resources at the disposal of the Govern-
men are concerned, one thing is clear; the in-
dustry which has placed this State on the road
to prosperity, the indusiry which to-day is
still the most important possessed by Western
Australita, is as much entitled to considera-
tion at the hands of thia Committee as is
any other industry; and the mining members
are going to insist that it shall not be utterly
neglected, For my part, T am not geing te
be satisfied with any paltry dole which the
Government may set apart in the Loan Esti-
mates by way of assisting the mining indus-
try. The Minister for Mines liag said that
an amount of £8,000 has been foreshadowed.

The Minister for Mines: Iourteen thous-
and pounds.

Mr. TROY: The leader of the Opposition
said about £3,000. T do not know what the
amount is, but I wish to state that we ex-
peet there shall be moeh more generous con-
sideration extended to the industry than
would he accorded by a vote of that char-
acter. The Government have devoted more
than £8,000 to the erection of bacon fae-
tories, actvally, Bnt to an industry so great
as gold-mining, and se advantageous to other
industries, affording, for instance, a cash
market to the agrieultural areas, we shall ask
the Committee to extend a much larger mea-
sure of consideration than has been fore-
shadowed in the speeches delivered here to-
night., While the war continues, and whilst
imining requisites are diffieult to secunre, and
when secured bave to be paid for at exorbit-
ant rates, there will be great obstacles to the
successful development of the industry. An-
other great obstacle will persist so long as
those engaged in mining are compelled, even
in normal times, fo pay excessive prices for
explosives, chemieals, and other requirements,
all of which have to be introduced from
abroad. These are obstacles which this
Parliament will find it very difficult to over-
come. J refer, of course, to the faet that
there are certain conditions affecting the in-
dustry which are beyond the control of mem-
bLers of this Parliament, and entirely heyond
the control of our Minister for MMines. So far
as the harmful effect of these matters on the
induatry is coneerned, we will hold neither
the Minister for Mines nor the Government
responsible. However, some financial assist-
anec must be rendered tp gold-mining, be-
enuse in the past financial assistance has been
the means of opening up many mines and dis-
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covering mew fields. Particolarly is finan-
cial arsistance needed in the early stages of a
field—financial assistance towards the provi-
sion of batteries and water supplies. Those
two factors are absolutely essential; and
here T must complain that during the last
year or twe T have experienced the utmost
difficulty in inducing the Water Supply De-
partment to eonsider favourably propositions
from prospectors in the back country who de-
sired assistance in this respeet in order to
enable them te open up new fields. I have
fourd the attitude of the department most
unsvmpathetie, and even hostile.

The Minister for Mines: There have been
rome changes in that department lately.

Mr. TROY: One change is very desirable,
because the gentleman in charge of the de-
partment, though he may have been an ex-
cellent accountant, as indeed T know he was,
had no conception whatever of the require-
ments of an industry which expects some-
thing more thao to be considered on a strictly
cash basis, When I have interviewed that
gentleman in this regard, he  has alwnys
asked me, ‘‘low many men arc on the field,
and what ean they afford te pay’’? Appar-
ently ke never realised, or he lacked the
knowledgze, that every goldfield must have a
beginning. T have had mest unsatisfactory
treatment from the Water Supply Depart-
ment for the past twe years or so. In that
department there seems to be an entire want
of any knowledge of what is due to the min-
ing industry, and especially of what is
necded in the early stages of o gold field, I
am glad to lenrn from the Minister that it
is the intention of the Government, when in-
troducing the new taxation measures, to re-
lieve the mining industry of some of the un:
fair taxation which has been levied in the
past.

The Minister for Mines: You mean,
Intion to development work?

Mr. TROY: Yes. T was glad to have th-nt
statement from the Minister, becaunse it in-
dicates a step in the right direction. The un-
fair taxation to whieh T allude has bheen the
canse of much heartburning, and I am in-
deed plensed that the Government are about
to do away with it. Tn my opinicn, the Min-
ister might ‘consider whether the Government
can at this time afford a reduction in the
lease rents. The amount now heing received
by the Mines Department in the shape of
rents may not he very great; but it will be a
far better thing for the State to lose some of
the revenune from lease rents than to have the
mines remain unworked. It would be of
greater advantage to the country if we could
say to the prospector, ** You can have the lease
free, but von must work it.’’ That is a diree-
tion in which the industry could well be en-
ecournwred: and if the Treasurer ean do with-
out the monev—not a very large item just
now—1I suemest that that course be adopted.
When the Railwar Estimates are before us,
I intend to. take the opportunity of discussing
the policy of the department in regard to the
railway rates as they affeet the various indus-
triec. Probably one of the worst hlows dealt
to the mining industry during the past rears,

in re-
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was the increase in the reilway freights im-
posed by the Wilson Government. A number
of mines had to close down hecause they were
unable to pay the impost. That is a matter
which should be remedied at the first oppor-
tunity, To compel people whe are living in
the most remote parts of the State to pay
high freights is a grossly unfair proposition
at any time, but it is even more unfair when
it imposes a erushing burden on an industry
which requires assistance and which is more
handicapped than any other by war conditions.

I propose to deal more fully with this
question when the Railway Estimates are
introduced.  On the Loan Estimates also we

shall be able to see to what extent the Gov-
ernment are prepared to carry out the pro-
mises made to the goldfielda. T do not sug-
gest that hon. members in this House are out
of sympathy with the gold-mining industry;
there should be no antagonism towards it.
When the Labonr Govermment took office the
whole of the reconrces of the State were
placed at the disposal of the agriexltural in-
dustry, and I have always justified that ae-
tion. XNow the time has come when the gold-
mining industry needs heip and we expeet that
those hon. members who represent the other
industries will consider the position and ex-
tend nssistance te it. Regarding the inspee-
tion of mines T want to voice a local com-
plaint. The policy of the State is to appoint
workmen’s inspectors in all loealities so that
there may be, as far as possible, an effective
inspection of mines. On the Murchison a
workmen's inspector was appointed to reside
at Meekatharra. e has eaused no embarrass-
ment to the Mines Department; his work has
been most helpfui. Applieations have been
made for this inspeetor to viait other locali-
ties in order that the miners may put before
certain  grievances which thev want in-
quired inte.  The DMinister, however, has
not seen his .way to accede to the request.
I am sure the Minister’s excuse ean only be
that of cxpense. A visit of thig inspector to
Youunme, where there are 400 men employed,
amd which place is only 75 miles distant from
Mt. Magnet, would not involve great expendi-
ture. Even so, why should a mining popula-
tion of 400 he deprived of the services of an
oflicer whom Parliament considers absolutely
necessary to the indastry? If the Housge
adopts a certain poliey and the Minister re-
fuses to earry it out on the scrore of expense,
what is the unse of pa<sing such legislation?
I assure the Minister that all that is required
is an oeeasional visit to Younanme, a visit say
once a quarter.

The Minister for Mines:
that insp-ctor’s distriet.

Mr. TROY: The boundaries can be re-
arrangeid. The Minister knows that a check
inapector enjoys the confidence of the miners,
and he is told things which the men would not
think of telling a Government inspector. The
latter associates mostly with the officers of
the mine and when the miners see that, they
will not make a complaint to him which may
invelve expense in bheing rectified. The Min-
ister will understand what I mean because he
himself has had brought under his notice in-
stances such as that to which I have referred.

Youanme .is not in
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Before T conclude I want to ask the Minister
for information regarding the oil concessions
which have been given in the South-West and
in the Plantagenet district. I understand
that the previons Minister for Mines gave ¢on-
eessions to certain individuals over arcas com-
prising about five million aeres, and I under
gtand these concessions are being continued
by the present Minister.

Mr. Mnnsie: For five million acres?

Mr. TROY: Yes, so far as T know. This
is a serious matter and the House ought to be
in possesgion of the fullest information re-
garding it. We are entitled to know, and I
bope the Minister in replying will give us the
fullest information at his disposal. I under-
stand the member for Boulder when Minister
for Mines granted cortain coneessions, but the
greater number were given during the occu-
pancy of the office hy the present Attorney
General, and given under conditions, I under-
stand, which may not be of advantage to the
State, Now js the time therefore for the
House to know under what conditions the con-
cessions were granted. We desire to see coal
and oil fields opencd up, but we Jdo not want
to give away to anybody the right to hold
these leases probably indefinitely, and more
over we do not want to sce anyone getting
Iarge arcas if the conditions under which
these areas have been obtained are not ad-
vantageous to the State.

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [1.25 am.]: L
nave listened with mueh attention to the de-
pate this evening, and I desire to spean
priefly, more particularly on the subject dealt
with by the member for Mt. Magnct. When
the Minister for Mines introduced his Esti-
mates he made no reference fo the questiou
of oil. I am quite sure that was an over-
sight hecause we must appreciate the possi-
bilities that lie in the development of such a
valuable asset as oil. I believe there are fav-
ourable indications of oil in the South-West
and I think T can assure the Housz that the
Vaeuum Oil Company purpose putting down a
bore to a depth of 3,000 feet in the vicinity
of Busselton. This should he an indication to
the Minister that there must be something
this assct, and it is to be hoped that the con-
ditions contained in the lease will be rigidly
enforeced. Tt is not gencrally known what the
eonditions are.

The Minister for
leases.

Mires: They are nov

Mr. PICKERTNG : Evidently it is not
known what these partieular charters are.

Perhaps they are prospeeting arcas which
bhave becn granted to the various syndicates.
In view of the pessimism in regard to the
gold-mining industry expressed by several
members this evening, we might look forward
with & spirit of optimism to the discovery of
& valuable asset like oil. T shall be glad to
know whether the Minister for Mines has any-
thing in view in the direction of giving an in-
centive to the discovery of oil, There is no
need to labour the question; it is ebvicusly in
the interests of the State and worthy of sup-
ort of hon. memmhers. The memher for Mt.
Magnet can rest assured that he has the sym-
pathy and support of the party to which T

[ASSEMBLY.]

have the honpur to beleng. I believe, too,
that the Government will do their utmost to
assist the mining industry to the fullest ex-
tent. But in regard to my own party, it is
part of our platform that we should support
all primary industries. 1 was very much
struck by the remarks of the leader of the
Opposition when he spoke of the aspect-of re-
patriation as applied to the mining industry,
It is within the memory of the Committes
that T asked for a select committee to go into
this question. Tt was because I realised that
there are €0 many aspects of repatmation
affecting the interests of the State that I
took that action. Tt is evident that interest
in this question requires awakening. If we
want to absorh the men coming back to our
shores, we should endeavour to find places for
them in our primary industries. The mining
industry so widely assists all other primary
industries that there can be no doubt the
Country party would be only too pleased to
foster it in cvery way, seeing that it provides
for us a ready cash market for our produce.
L ean assure hon., members oppesite that, no
matter in what direction the Government pro
pose to assist the mining industry, it will have
the cordial support of the Country party.

Mr, MUNSI(E (Hanpans) [1.33 am.]: T do
not know that T can offer any new sugges-
tions, but there are one or two I would like
to stress, We have not heard much of the
mining in the North-West. If only they had
in the North-West the firewood timber that
we have on the Eastern Goldfields, in my
opinion within three years there would be
more people employed in mining in  the
North-West than we have on the Fastern
Goldfields. If it were possible to find eoal
or oil in the North-West it would soon give
a big filip to the mining industry up there.
In the North-West there is to be found cvery
base metal ever yet discovered in any part
6f the world. I am pleased to hear of the
progress being made in the Revensthorpe dis-
triet in regard to copper. I urge on the Min-
ister the necessity for doing something to
checlt the royalty system which obtains in
that district. A great impetus would be given
te copper mining at Phillips River if this
royalty drawback could be got rid of. As a
matter of faet, an Iironstone quarry was
opened for the purpose of getting flux for
the smelters, and royalty has to be paid on
every ton of stone taken ont of that quarry,
Tovalty has to be paid also on every ton of
fircwood carted into the smelters, This
royalty has been a great handicap upon the
working parties in that distriet. They have
to pay royalty on everything in connection
with eopper mining, When 1n the Roebourne
district, T learned of many copper shows of
high percentage standing idle in the North-
West. The only reasons for not working
those shows were closely related to the cost
of ecartage to the seaport and the freight
down the coast. For the last two vears the
Government have been stoutly “advocating
ceonomy. I have had a long cxpericnee on the
practical side of mining in this State, and,
without wishing to be disrcspectful to the
State AMining Engineer, I believe that his
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salary of £804 per annum could be saved
without the State being onc penny worse off;
that is to say, if that officer proposes to con-
tinue along existing lines.

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

The Attorney General: You do not agree
with the membher for Murchison.

Mr. MUNSTE: T do not. T want to draw at-
tention to the way in which that official ig ¢las-
sifiedl, He is elussified as Mining Engineer and
Chief Inspector. I contend that if he is to do
any good as chief inspector, his place is where
he has some inspecting to do. On an average,
for the last five or six years, 1 suppose, that
oflicer has put in nine months out of every 12
ir. his office, doing work that a £4 elerk could
easily do. All over the goldficlds one ean hear
people asking questions concerning the State
Mining Engineer. On one oceasion recently he
left Porth, arrived at Kalgoorlie in the morn-
ing, and caught the night train back. How
much knowledge conld he, as State Mining En-
gincer, have gained of the position on the
Gollen Mile by reaching Kalgoorlic in the
morning anld leaving again in the afterroon?

The Attorney General: He has a marvellous
knowledge of every mine in the country.

Mr. MUNSIFE: I am prepared to admit that
he has a theoretical knowledge, but I have yet
to learn of any useful practical suggestion he
has ever put forward in any of his mining re-
ports.

The Mirister for Mines: It would take many
months to recite them all.

Mr. MUNSIE: Well, I am svorprised to
hear it, A useful suggestion is very different
from a wmere snggestion of no partieular value,
We have heen told by the membor for -Brown-

hill-Tvanhoe (Mr. Lutey) of the accident in-

whieh TFlannigan wns killed, Tt is held by a
considerable seetion of men working under-
ground that that ecatastrophe wng cansedl
through an explosior. of gas. Personally, I do
not agree with that suggestion. But no doubt
there is gas there. There are certain places in
the Great Boulder mine to-day where the gas
can actually be lighted, and although there is
not suflicient of it to cause an explosion, the
mere fact that the ‘gas is there, and that an
explosion took place suggests that the State
Mining Fngineer should have beer. quickly on
the spot to make thorough investigations. The
matter is of sufficient importance, not only to
warrant the State Mining Engineer interesi-
ing himself in it, but also to warrant bring-
irg over an engineer from one of the other
States to aid him in his investigations, The
Minister has informesl the memher for Brown-
hill-Ivanhoe that he now has the State JMining
Engineer’s report on the subject. The Minis-
ter should look very carefully into that re-
port. and the reasons for the delay that has
taken place, The miners up there are deeply
eoncerned in this matter, They even invited
AMr. Grenard, the inspector, to attend a meet-
ing and discass the question with them. Many
meetings have been held since, yet months have
elapsed and we have had no report from the
State Mining Engineer. If that official has
made many valuahle suggestions, they have
been kept fairly dark, Tf he has to make prac-
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tical suggestions his place i3, not in the office
in Perth, for there is no mining going on in
Perth; his proper place of abode should be
where some mining is going on. I know it has
heen held that he is the head of the mining
staff, and consequently requires to be in Perth,
as the most central place from which to direct
that stuff. But it is a pretty expensive method
of directing the staff to pay the Chief Mining
Engincer £804 per annum, when he should be
doing enginecring work in connection with
mining, with a view to replacing some of the
mines that arve being worked out. I agree with
the suggestions made in regard to assisting
proapeetors. 1 will add another suggestion. I
do not want it to be thought that [ put for-
ward this suggestion in preference to any
other sugpestion for the direct assistance of
the prospector. My suggestion is this: the
Government would find it profitable to
subsidise up te pouund for pound, the
money some vuf the mining companies put
aride to be used in prospecting work,
We find from the *‘Statistical Abstraet’’ for
the last quarter of the year 1917 that the
total amount paid in dividends by gold min-
ing companies up to the 81st December of
that vear was £26,712524, 1 ask any hon,
member how much of that enormous sum of
money these companies have spent in an en-
deavour to find new mines in the State. Some
of the comyanies have been fairly good. The
Great Boulder, for instance, went to the ex-
pense of sending some men ont prospecting
on one or tyo occasions. I believe we might
even go to the extent of legislating in the
directipn of saying that a certain percentage
of all dividends from gold mining companies
ghould be set aside to he expended on new
leases in Western Australia,

The Attorney General: That was one of the
proj.osals dealt with at the mining conference.

Mr, MUNSIE: I want to impress that npon
the Minister. There was a company on the
Golden Mile which for about seven years, at a
time when it was at the beight of its pros-
perity, paid greater dividends than any other
mineg in the State, with the exeention, per-
haps, of the Lake View mine. During that
time the company built up, and thus got away
from payment under the Dividend Tuties Aect,
a reserve of just on a quarter of a million of
maney, but the company took almost the whole
of that reserve to West Africa and Western
Australin did not get one shilling of it. T am
referring to the Associnted Northern mine.
In those ecirecumstances it would he a good
thing to compel companics to spend a certain
percentage of their dividends upon the develop-
ment of other shovs by intreducing legisla-
tion for this purpose, even if the Government
had to subsidise the amount so raised to the
extent of pound for pound while the industry
is in its present condition. With regard to
the conditions of the underground men, whilst
I rea'ise the henefit which has acerued from
the appointment of workmen's inspectors I
nrge upon the Government the necessity for
taking into consideration the filling of the
1lace recently vacated by Inspector Price, who
has resipned from the Eastern Goldfields.
That inspector was appointed to take Mr.
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Hutchison’s place in regard to the imporfant
question of ventilation. I hope the Govern-
ment will, in fidling that position, give eon-
gideration to some man who is well up in ven-
tilation. The main point as affecting the
health of the miners hinges around the ques-
tion of ventilation, for even without water it is
possible to minimise the dust to a great ex-
tent. Tf the Minister receives a request, as
he probably will, from some company against
the use of too much water, because some in-
spector is cndeavouring to force it to nse an
excessive quantity of water, | hope he will
go carefolly into the matter. We have on the
goldfields an inspector who has done every-
thing possible in this direction; not that he
has advocated the vse of too much water him-
self, bnt he has had the greatest difficulty in
inducing the companies to use that guantity
of water which he thinks is necessary to pre-
vent the dust trouble, There was a heated
argument earlier in the proceedings with re-
gard to the complaint of miners in having te
go to the Sanatorinm. T was surprised to hear
the emphatic statement of the Honorary Min-
tster (Hon. R. I, Underwood)} that any person
suffering from wminers’ phthisis would find his
prorer place at Wooroloo. .

The AMinister for Mines: There was a litile
misunderstanding. e said that was the place
for them to go to in the first instance, so as
to have an opportunity of getting enrad. The
memher for Murchison really agreed with him.
He said if thev were convalescent it was bet-
ter for them to live in the open air than to be
shut up in a elose piace,

Mre," MUNSIE: I do not agree with that
statement. Tf any man is sent to the prin-
cipal medical officer at the Wooroloo sana-
torium suffering from miners’ phthisis, with-
out being tuberenlar. he at once sends him
out of the place. That is not the sort of
piace for a man so afflicted to bhe in.

The Attorney General: He is more likely
to heeome tubercular there.

Mr. MUNSIE: Probably that is so. T can-
not understand the argument of the Ilon-
orary Mintster. The proper place for a man
seffering from this complaint i8 not at the
Sanatorium, but out of the deep mines, If
those mon who are suffering from incipient
miners’ phthisis, and are not tubereular, ask
for assistanee from the Government to en-
able them to werk on some shailower mine
it is the duty of the Goveroment to do what
they can to help them.

The Minister for Mines: The Honorary
Minister had quitc a diffcrent set of men
in mind.

Mr. MUXNSIE: He wanted them to go te
the Sanatorium until they were cured. TE the
doctor in charge fouud that a man was suf-
fering only from miners’ phthisis, and was
not tubereular, he wonld send him out of the
institution at ence. T know of the case of a
man who was suffering from miners’ phth-
isis. but was not tubercular, who was kept
in that institution for six wecks, but who,
when it was  diseovered that he was
not tubereular, was sent ont of the Sana-
rium and is alive and well to-day. T wish
to urge upon the Government to do all they

[ASSEMBLY.]

possibly ean to help thesc people to find new
shows, if possible.

Mr, JOXES (Fremantle) [1.56 2.m.]: After
the illaminating speeches that have been
made this evening Ly members representing
goldfields constituencies, I feel somewhat in
the position of the man whe stood on the
wharf at Bydney, an? spat on the quay at
Perth, and then went home to England and
wrote ahout the earth. As I have had at
least 10 days’ experience of the goldfields,
and have had correspondence and conversa-
tion with prospectors, I fecl that I am en-
titled to wonder whether the geologists con-
ngcted with the Mines Department are not
concentrating too much of their attention in
Perth. XNo one recognises more than I do
the need for fostering the gold mining in-
dustry, and the advantage it huas been and
will be to the State. Jn discussing the Esti-
mates of the Mines Department there are
many things which to a layman like myself
offer many diiliculties, but when we come to
disenss the men who are acting in a judieial
capacity on the goldfelds there is a little
more to be said. 1 understand that the war-
deus on the goldfields exercise duties similar
to thosc evercised by resident magistrates
in other district, and should undoubtedly
show impartiality in their work, TFor them
to exercise partiality in any shape or form
would undoubtedly be a very serious crime
against the morals of the community. But
we have had evidence of that in the at-
tempt to crueify  Constable Campbeli at
Wickepin.,  Tf, in the case of an ordinary
consiabte a charge of partiality can be re-
garded as such o serious offence, how wmuch
more S0 is it an offence for a man who is
acting in lthe capaeity of a warden on the
goldfields?  Tnfortunately, I am not in a
position to speak on the action of a warden
in a vease which is gtill snb jodice; but the
matter is one which should give the Minister
im charge of this most important department
caonsiderable thought, one whieh he should
ponder deeply, in view of the partiality
wiieh has ben shown by at least one war-
den during the past few months of special
stress in this portion of the Commonwealth.
I trust goldfields members will not consider
that in discussing these Mines Estimates I am
poaching upon their preserve. There is, how-
ever, one feature of the Estimates which
somewhat closely touehes the important dis-
trict enjoying the honour of having me for
its representative in this Chamber, T refer
to the Explesives and Analytical Vote. The
vote presents to the earnest student a rather
peenliar featwre. ¥ refer to the stramge cir-
cumstances of precipitancy in whieh the var-
ious men who have had charge of the maga-
zine at Woodman’s Point during the last
few years have quitted that position, At
this early hour of the morning I do not de-
sire to detain the (Committee any longer than
is absolately necescary; but I must bring un-
der the notice eof hon, memhers a matter
closely affecting the distriet T represent—the
rapid removal, from the position of maga-
zine keeper, of various men. Some 10 years
ago the post was held by a gentleman of the
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name of Robert Carrick, a naval peasioner and
a man who had been a warrant officer in His
Majesty's Navy, He was in receipt of the
maximum peusion atiaching to the rank of
warrant officer, and his discharge gave him
an exemplary character. The position of
magazine keeper at Woodman'’s Point he
contrived to hold for about three years,
when, for some reason or other, he vanished
in peculiarly sudden fashion, The next oe-
cupant of the position was a gentleman of
the name of Garnet Fisher, who had been a
quartermaster-sergeant in the Royal Irish
Rifleg, and whose discharge likewise gave him
an exemplary charaeter. I presume it may be
taken for granted that none but a man of
absolutely irrepreachable character would be
appointed to this most important position of
magazine keeper, who has huge quantities of
explosives under his eare, which explosives
he has to guard from all sorts of dangers and
attacks, in order to prevent the very import-
ant district of Fremantle from experiencing
something in the nature of an earthquake
through their detounation. Mr. IFisher held
the position for about two ycars, after which
he, too, disappeared most precipitately.
Neither of these gentlemen happens to be
numbered among my electors, but the close
proximity of the magazine to the blue-rib-
ben constituency of Fremantle impels me to
touch on this subject as a matter of duty.
On the 21st September, 1911, the_position ot
magazine keeper was conferred on Captain
H. B. Chalmer, a gentleman who had served
with some distinction in the Tmperial Army
throngh the South African war—a gentle-
man who must have shown some measure ot
ability in order te secure promation to the
highly honourable rank of eaptain in the
Imperial Army during that momentous con-
flict. It is true he was appointed as a mere
temporary official in  the serviee of this
State, but I wounld draw the Committee’s
attention to the faet that his appointment
dates asg far.back as 19i1. I have vet to
learn that during the intervening period—
and Captain Chalmer himself, whom hon.
members will acknowledge to be a party
clogely interested in this matter, has wet to
learn—that any serious allegations was
made against his’ capaecity far safegonarding
the explosives of the Mines Department.
However, on the 31st Janoary, 1917, five
vears and a half after the date of his ap-
pointment, he received a singular letter,
which I now propose to read for the edifica-
tion of the Committee—

I have to inform you that the Hon. the
Minister has decided to dispense with your
services as magazine keeper at Fremantle,
and you will on receipt of this letter hand
over all keys, stocks, ete.. to Mr. F. H.
Maslin, who has been aunthorised to take
over control. It has becn decided to give
you two months’ salary in lien of notice,
and, in addition, pay equivalent to the
leave due to you for last year, and that
moiety of leave for this vear which will
be acerued at the expiration of that term.
namely, at the rate of one day per month,
making altogether two wecks and three
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days, and amounting to twe months’, two
weeks’, and three days' pay in all. Rea-
sonable time will be accorded you for
vacating the magazine quarters, but I
should be glad if you could make them
available in a week’s time from receipt of
this notice. (Signed) E. A. Mann, Chief
Inspector of Explosives.
That is the letter which was addressed to a
man who for 5% years had held the position
of magazine keeper without any really seri-
ous complaint being laid against him as re-
gards his service im that important position.
No reason is given; mo cxcuse is offered; no
accusation is made against the mav. Simply
and briefly, after 514 years of his life have
been given to the Mines Departinent in re-
turn for a salary of £182 per annum, with
quarters, he is desired to hand over the keys
to another man who is to take over the po-
sition. Very naturally, Captain Chalmer, of
the British Imperial Army, was net alto-
gether satisfied with the brief and peremp-
tory letter addressed to him by Mr. E. A,
Mann, Chief TInspecter of Explosives. He
wanted to know, why? You and I, Mr,
Chairman, if after even three brief years’
service to the country in this House we were
required to relinquish our pesitions, would
want to kmow the reason why. We would
ask our electors, why? But this gertleman
had given 5% years of the best of his ex-
istence to the service of the Western Awus-
tralian Government, and after that lapse of
time he received a peremptory communiea-
tion requiring him to hand over the lkeys of
officc to a Mr. Maslin, whe was to be his sue-
cegsor. Moreover, let me point out fo hon.
members that., with a refinement of cruelty,
recalling those Cacsars of deelining Rome
who had habituated themsclves to gloat over
the long-drawn death agonies of adroitly
tortured slaves, Mr, Mann personally handed
this letter of dismissal to Captain Chalmer
at about 10 o’clock of a Monday morning.
On the 8th February, 1917, Captain Chalmer
addressed the following letter of protest, ana
of demand for reasons, to Mr. Mann—

In reply to your memo. dated the 31st
January, and handed te me on Monday,
the 5th, by von personally, T beg te inform
yon that T am completely at a loss to
understand what I have done to de
serve such drastic treatment. I can hon-
estly sav I always endeavoured to carry
out all the instrnctions received in the
spirit in which they were given. I have
had no satisfactory reason given for my
dismissal from the Government service
which in itself constituies a very serious
slur on my character, and may bave a
great prejudicial effect on my subsequent
career. Such being the case. I shall esteem
it a favour if yon will communicate to me
in writing your reasons for my dismissal
with the view of my requesting the Min-
ister for Mines to grant me a publie in-
quiry,

That is a reasonable request which shoold
have heen granted even to the humblest mem-
ber of the community who happens to be
separated from the means whereby he has been
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earning his living. What sort of a reply is
sent by the Chief Inspector of Explosives?
This autocratie individual who exercises dom-
ination in an extremely drastic way over so
many who happen to be unfortunate enough
to be in his department wrote this letter—
Dear Sir. I desire to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter of the Tth inst., and in
reply to inform you that I have nothing to
add to my communication of the $1st Janu-
ary. T shall be glad if you can inform me
when the quarters now in your occupation
will be vacated.
Mr, Swmith: A disgraceful reply from a
superior officer to anyone below him.

Mr. JONES: I agree with the hon. member
that it was a disgraceful letter for anyone
oceupying an important position to send to
one who was a subordinate officer.

Alr. Smith: He has not the brains to write
any other reply.

Mr., JONES: I submit that no man, no des-
pot, could have framed a reply which contained
ao little information, and which econld give
less satisfaction to an aggrieved individual.
Not even the late Czar Nicholas or even Mr,
Nicholas of Fremantle could have comjosed
sueh a reply. If it takes the head of a de-
partment five and a half years to discover
that the services of an officer are not of value,
there is something wrong with the efficiency
of the head of that department, Mueh corres-
poudence has passed since that date hetween
the unfortunate Captain Chalmers, the Civil
Service Association, and the despotic Mr.
Mann.  Communications bave been sent to
the Premier, not to the gentleman holding the
position at the present time but to one of his
predecessors, but no reply beyond the ordin-
ary acknowledgment has been received. It
wag my privilege to interview the Minister
for Mines in regard to this matter. Captain
Chalmers had been disinissed without any rea-
song being given, Ilad Captain Chalmers been
dismissed after perhaps five or six months of
duty he might not have been entitled to ask
for reasons for his dismissal, but when a man
who has been an officer in the Tmperial army
applies for other positions which may help
him to sustain his wife and family, the aver-
age person will ask what kind of a testimonial
he ean snpply. Captain Chalmers was faced
with the difficulty of heing unable to supply
a testimonial. The letters which had been
sent to the Premier had not brought forth
any replv, the application to the Chief Inspec-
tor of Fxplosives had been ignored, and Chal-
mers was withent even an ordinary certificate
of discharge from the Government service. I
saw the Minister for Mines on this matter
and he was sufficiently seized with the reason-
ableness of the ¢laims of the discharged man
that he agreed to give him a certificate. Had
the Minister acted on the promptings of his
own heart T am satisfied that that certificate
would have settled all the trouble, but un-
fortunatelv. even in the Eden of the Mines
Department, there exists the proverhial and
historie snake, and the trail of that snake was
over the certificate of discharge which the
Minister very kindly gave to Captain Chal-
mers. Although the certificate in itself was
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a fair one, there appeared at the foot of it
an extraordinary paragraph to the effect that
Chalmers .was discharged on account of in-
eompetence, unsuitability, or some such re-

markable statement. I submit that a
reasonable tribunal—and this House is
one of the most reasonable tribunals

before which a man c¢onld bring his case—
would allow that a man, after five ar.d a half
years of service must have shown some merit,
some compefence, otherwise he would have heen
dismissed befere. The testimonial which was
given to this unfortunate man Chalmers, is
hardly one which the Minister’s own sense of
justice would have allowed him to give had he
not been in some measvre influenced by the
head of the partieular department concerred.
When we take into consideration the faet that
every man who has held the post occupied by
Chalmers has disappeared from his job, has
gone away almost as quickly as if he had been
blown up by the dynamite which he was taking
eare of, it must oceur to the reasoning indi-
vidual that there is something wrong, not how-
ever with the men who have been discharged,
but with the head of the departmert, the Chief
Tnspector of Explosives, the despotic indi-
vidual who declines to give any explanation of
his action ss though io heaven alone he were
respongible for his aetion. I submit that the
treatment meted out to ('aptain Chalmers, who
has shown his patriotism and devotion to the
cause of Empire, has not been in the best in-
terests of the State, ard if the Minister had
only granted an inquiry or appointed a board
or a select committee to investigate the eir-
eumstances surronnding his sudden dismissal
from the position of magazine keeper, this
very autoeratic man, the Chief Inspector of
Explosives, would not have come out of the
inguiry in a very good light. I am satisfied
that the Minister only needs the suggestion, to
look into this matter without any very heavy
regard for any opinion which Mr. Mann might
have. T am sufficiently eonvinced of the jus-
tice of the ¢laim, and of the just mind of the
AMinister, to know that the suggestion I have
put Torward in regard to this unforturate man
will lead to some steps being taken to give him
a measure of fair play, which will enable him
to face the world without an apparent stain
on his character, and thereby be in a position
to earn an adequate competence for his wife
and family.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES (Hon. C. A.
Hudson—Yilgarn—in reply) {2.32 am.]: It is
r.ot many months sinee first T took up the posi-
tion of Minister for Mines, and these are the
first Estimates [ have prezented to Parliament,
They have been received with sueh kind con-
sideration that I eannot feel otherwise than
gratified. The leader of the Oppogition led oft
with a speech full of interest, and those who
have come after him have done all they could
to assist me with suggestions for the advance-
ment of the industry and the welfare of those
engaged in it. T do not propose fo traverse
all the statements made by hon. members, nor
to mention particularly the complaints, if such
thev were, made against the department. They
were scarcely complaints. T regard them rather
as requests, and, judging by the manner in
which they were put before me, T think I am
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justified in this. Let me :ay that they will re-
ceive duc consideration. First, there was the
statement made by the member for Hannans
(Mr. Munsie) in relation to the State Mining
Engincer and his exclusive employmert in the
officc in Perih. 1 want to give an assurance
that that is not so. As an instance, during the
past two months he has been with e through
the lead mines in the Northampten district, he
has attended to the troubles which arose at
Collie owing to the collapse of the Co-operative
mine, -and, at the request of the mining people
of Westonia, he spent all last week in am ex-
amination of the mines there, with a view to
recommending some means of overcoming the
water difficalts. 1f those instances are to he
taken ns a criterion of what that gentleman
does, | think the member for Hanrans will re-
frain from making such statements as he has
made in relation to that officer; because those
statements may be deseribéd as unjust, and I
do not think the hon. member would know-
ingly make an unjust statement in regard to
any officer.

Mr. Mupsie: T do not think any of the mat-
ters you have mentioned are of paramount im-
portance in ecomparison with what took place
on the Fastern Goldfields.

The MIXTSTER FOR MINES: Another
matter brought before me was contained in
the statement made by the member for Mt
Magnet (Mr, Troy) in relation to so-called
concessions.  There seems to be some miscon-
ception in the minds of hon. members as to
the so-calledl conecessions given to a num-
ber of symdicates and private individeals to
prospect for oil and coal in the southern parts
of the State. Looking at the map, it ecer-
tainly seems that a large area has heen given.
But we have to recollect that there is a very
great desire on the part of the people of the
State, of the Government, and of all con-
cerned, for the discovery of oil in Western
Australia. These concessions were granted
with great limitations. They were granted
at first for only 12 months, and were rencwed
for a further 12 montha. When T eame into
office last June or .July, the matter came be-
fore me for renewal, and representations were
made that during the previous vear not auffi-
cient money was available, and that not suffi-
cient opportunity had been given to the ‘con-
cessionaires to.carry out their objects. 1
further extended the period for another 12
months, an the payment of a small fee, and 1
made the concessions to terminate at the end
of this financial year. The terms upon which
this right was granted were that the holders
of the concessions had the opportunity of
prospecting for oil and coal on the areas theyv
were granted, They were to do certain work
during the term for which the concersions
were granted, and there was a reservation
that if they diseovered oil or coal there
was fo be a grant of land given to them suffi-
cient for the earrying on of such operations
as might be necessary for the further de-
velopment of their discovery, on such terms
as the Alinister might determine. This covered
the whole ground and put it in the power of
the MMinister to protect the interests of the
people in that conmection. I might add that
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my object in making those concessions co-
terminus at the end of June was so that [
might examine them all and find out which of
themw had heen gennincly prospected for oil
or coal, I have been informed recently that
some of the concesrionaires are not geruinely
working upon their concessions, are merely
holding them with a view to being able to get
some grant out of the Government if those
who do work have the good fortune to dis-
cover oil or eoal. Bome of them, it would
seem, have not done o tap. In June next
those who have not done anything will have to
put up a very strong argument if they are to
secure renewal.

Mr. Troy: What argnments ean they put up
if thev have done nothing?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Those sho
have done nothing will not get their conces-
sions renewed vnless they can show me that
their finaneial affairs have been so arranged
that they are in a position to go straight on
with the work. Tf they can do that, T will
not be so harsh as to say that becnuse they
have not been working for the last 12 months,
their leases shall not be renewed. Bui the
case they are to put up will have to be strong,
because T have heard of one man who, in the
course of his workings, sought to go over the
houndary of his concession on to that of an-
other man who was doing nothing at all; but
he who was doing nothing attempted to ex-
tort some henefit from the man who desired
to eross his bhoundary. However, the whole
case will be gone into. Nothing more can
happen in regard to the concessions under
review, and when the time arrives the subject
will be handled with such care as will en-
courage the genunine prospectors and deal in a
proper manner with those who have tried to
exploit them. Another matter of concern is
that hrought un by the members for Brown-
hill-Tvanhoe (Mr. Lutev) and for Hannans
(Mr. Munsie) and the leader of the Opposi-
tion, namely, the alarm that has been ereated
in the minds of the miners of Kalgoorlie in
relation to the occurrenee which took place
when Flannignn was killed,  That subject, T
admit, has heen in the department for con-.
siderably longer than T should have liked, but
I have instructed that the matter receive very
earnest and careful consideration, As T have
alveady informed some hon. membhers, the in-
struction given to the State Mining Engineer
was to bring up an exhaustive renort. Tt has
been represented to me that it was desirable
to bring in an outsider, an inspector from
Broken Mill, nr somebody from another State.
T waited until T pot the repart from Mr
Montgomery. T propose to-morrow to reald
that report carefully, to determine whether
it is necessary to go any further. Tf T think
it is not so necessary, T am prepared to confer
with the miners’ union and with the members
for Hannans and Brownhill-Tvanhoe, and see
whether thevy are satisfied with the report
by the State Mining Engineer. If they are
not, T think the suhjert is sufficiently import-
ant, not only to the men themselves but to
the industry, that we should have an inquiry
by an independent authority. T have every
confidence in the State Mining Fngineer, but
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if it will allay the doubts in the minds of
those on the Golden Mile, I shall bave no
hesitation in appeinting somebody to make a
thorough inquiry,

_Mr. Munsie: If he has mentioned the pos-
sibility of danger in the Horseshoe shaft, I
hope you will give econsideration to it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the hon.
member desires it, I wiil let him see the re-
port at the earliest possible moment. I thank
the Committee for the manner in which they
have reeceived the mining Estimates.

General debate concluded; vote and items
discursed as follow:—

Item, Secretary for Mines and Inspector
of AMining Surveys, £650.

Ar. MUNSIE: The Minister informed us
to-night that the filling of the post of Under
Seeretary for Mines was now in the hands
of the Public Service Commissioner. I should
like to know whether the Minister has taken
into consideration the various requests from
the poldfields in regard to the appointment to
the position of a man with practical know-
ledge of mining, as well as of secretarial
work.

Mr. TROY: T have read of the agitation on
the Eastern Goldficlds amongst certain people
in regard to the neeessity for appeinting to
the position of Under Secretary for Alincs
somaone other than an officer of the depart-
ment. I do not know how far that agitation
extends. T am inclined to believe it is con-
fined to a few., There may be amongst out-
siderg the opinion that somebody outside the
department would make a more sympathetic
administrator in the office than the gentleman
whe now holds the position of acting under
secretary, and who might in due course step
into the shoes of Mr. King, On a previous
occasion Mr, Gregory installed in the position
of manager of State Batteries Mr. Dunstan,
a gentleman from outside. That gentleman
was the most unsympathetic and unsatisfac-
tory administrator the department ever had.
T hold no brief for Mr, Calanchini, hut he is
an entirely honowrable man and always has a
sympathetic ear as far as the goldfields are
concerned. That has been my experience for
14 years. He is courtesy personified, active,
intelligent, and is sympathetie in all goldfields
matters. He would give just as good a deal,
and a fair deal, as any warden from the gold-
fielda. I do not think any .of the wardens
would be more sympathetic. It is a rula when
officers eome to the City to drop into a pgroove,
and when they do that they are done. But if
there is one set of officials in the Government
serviee more than another where this does
not obtain it is among the officials of the
Mines Department. The sympathies of the
officials in other departments do not go he-
yond the City.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no hetter officer
in the State than Mr. Calanchini.

Mr. TROY: The officials of the Mines De-
partment have served the poldficlds well, and
they understand the wants of the goldfields.
Tf there is a hetter man than Mr. Calanchini
by all means let us have him. But T felt that
I should make the remarks T have in justifi-
eation of that officer. He is the essence of
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courtesy; he is a man of apinty and character,
and always has a sympathetic interest in the
mining industry.

Mr, FOLEY: It is no use complaining
after an appointment has been made, and I
think those who have an intimate knowledge
of an officer should express their opinions be-
fore an appointment is made. Members should
give the Minister an idea of the esteem in
which his officers are held. I support what
the member for Mt. Magnet has 2aid in ref-
erence to Mr. Calanchini. Mr. Calanchini has
held the positions of warden and mining regis-
trar, and he knows the intimate workings and
intrieacies of the Mines Department, and
knows what the work of the officers of the
department is. Tt will take a loug time to
obtain an officer of the administrative ability
of Mr. Calanchini. As the member for Mt.
Magnet has sall, he is courtesy personified,
and one of the few men in the Government
departments to whom ong can go with a Jde-
gree of certainty that the work will be done
as quickly as possible,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I appreei-
ate the ohscrvations of the members for Leo-
nora and Mt. Magnet, and ‘I was going to say,
those are my sentiments. But that is not the
question that I have heen asked to answer.
T am asked whether I have given dve regard
to the representations made to me from Kal-
goorlie as to the appointment of a praetieal
man from that distrviet as under secretary.
I say, yes, I have given due regard to those
representations, and I am not going to place
much relianc= on the result of a publie meet-
ing that is held for the purpose of urging the
appointment of a man to the position. It
meetings of that kind were held throughout
the State for the purpose of nominating ean-
didates for positions in the service, the situa-
tion would beeome intolerable, T shall give
no more than due regard to such resolutions.

Ttem, Inspecting Surveyor and  Chief
Diratftsman, £432.

Mr. LUTEY: There is not muech survering
being done at the present time; T should like
to know what are the duties of this oflicer?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The in-
specting surveyor and chief draftsman has up
till recently had a good deal of work to de,
and the position was justified. 1t is now pro-
posed to abolish, under certain eircumstaneces,
he ofiiec of assistant to the under sceretary
and chicf correspondence clerk, and combine
that pesition with inspecting surveyor and
chief draftsman, safeguarding, of course, the
work which must be efficiently performed.

Ttem, Wardens; one at £636, onc at £376,
oug at £332. one at £432, one at £282—£2 883,

Mr. LUTEY: As far as this item is con-
cerned, T feel somewhat gagged and eannot
express mys*lf as I would like to, see-
ing that a case to which T have referred is
sub judice. I shouid like to draw attention to
gsome of the actions of the warden, especially
the Rowley ease, in which a8 man reccived a
sentence of two months on the most flimsy
evidenee, evidence of spite, because of a per-
sonal row between a man named Royland and
hiz brother who had gone to the Front. There
was an argument, and it was said that the
brother of Boyland would not be aecepted for
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the Front, or that it would be a sad thing if
we had to rely on him to win the war. It was
also said that he would pever see the Front.
He never did see the Front. Those who heard
the argument were favourable towards Row-
ley, and yet the warden sentenced him to twe
months. It was a savage sentence. I might
go further, but, as the case is sub jodice, T
wiil not.

AMr., JONES: T move an amendment—

““That the item £636 be reduced by
£10.7

I want to test the feeling of the Committee in
regard to this biassed man, Walter. T have
had some experience of cannibals, and there
is a rule that a eannibal does not eat the flesh
of th¢ man that lie himgelf has killed, Un-
fortunately, among some of the men who are
members of the judiciary of Western Aus-
tralia at the present time there are officers
in whom the deeency of ithe cannibal does
not exigt. This man showed bias, spleen and
spite, which it is impossible, one would think,
to be combined in one human carcase. He
will spit out venom on men who disagree
with his narrow views. I submit that justice
should be hlind, without any personal feel-
ings as to rases which may eome under re-
view, The member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe
has introduced to the notice of the Commit-
tee the case of the man Rowley who was
sent to gasl for two months without the
option of a fine. The ex-Czar of Russia, the
old Roman Fmperors, the old “barbarian
Kings, poing back into the dark ages of
2,000 years ago, would net do such a thing.
T have no desire to encroach on the pro-
vinee of any hon. member, but I wish to
draw the attention of the Committee to the
fact that we have here in a position an
officer who is able to incarcerate 2 man for
a period of time, when this officer should be
dispensing justice to the citizens. e is a
man who is destitute of even the decency of
the cannibals of the South Sea Tslands, who,
from pure vindictiveness, beeause he i3 hound
to one particular elass of the ecommunity, ean
only see through the eyes of that particular
class. He has torn the bandage off the eyes
of blind justice and has put in place of that
bandage only the filthy rag of his own par-
tiality. In the interests of justice, it is the
duty of the Committec to register some pro-
test against the biassed and filthy partiality
of this man Walter, who presumes to sit in
judgment and dispense impartiality, that
great hoon the Britisher is supposed to have
inherited.

3 o’clock a.m.

Mr. MULLANY: The member for Freman-
tle (Mr. Jones) has moved for a reduction
of the item **Wardens, £2,883.> He says that
justice should be blind.

Mr. Troy: It was on the first Item.

AMr. MULLAXNY: That will do me. T do
not suppose it wonld suit the hon. member,
He is a very just man at times. I maintain
that no warden is being paid too much,

Mr. Jones: Not if he is impartial.
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Mr. MULLAXNY: No warden is being paid
too much. If justice is going to be blind it
should provide for the payment to those
officials of a salary, tv which the importance
of the office entitles them.

Hon. P, Collier; There are some wardens
who ought to be in the gutter.

Mr. MULLAXNY: That is all very well, If
hon. members arc going to complain against
a certain individual, a ¢ertain worm, let them
make a direct charge against him.

Hon, P, Collier: Not a worm.

Mr. Jones: We are trying to scoteh the
snake.

Mr. MULLAXNY: I want to maintain the
importance of the positions of the wardens
on the felds. If any particular individual,
I care not who he may be, has done some-
thing wrong and is vot ft to occupy his posi-
tion, let him be removed. Hon. members
shonld not come here and say in a general
way that wardens are not worth the salary
they are receiving. If the memnber for Fre-
mantle, or the member for JMt. Magnet in his
sneering way, wishes to intimate that a war-
den is not fit for the position he holds let
him lay a charge to that effect.

Hon, P. Collier: Is not justice blind to-
day?

Mr. MULLANY: It is blind at all times,
but the justice which has bean brought into
this Chamber to-night by the member for Fre-
mantle is certainly not blind,

Hon. P. Collier: And Walter is most blind
to all to justice. )

Mr. Troy: He is a waster.

Mr. MULLANY: I oppose the amendment
because T bLelieve that the amount paid to our
wardens, provided they are fit for the position,
is not too great.

Mr. Jones:' I will allow that.

Mr. MULLANY: If the hon. member has
a case against one individual he should not
attack the position and the salary attached
thereto, because the position is one of the
most important in the State. For an hon.
member, as biassed as the member for Fre-
mantle is, to get up to-night and

Mr. Jones: I am biassed, as biassed as Wal-
ter.

Mr. MULLANY: I do not know the man.
Let the hon, member do the thing in a proper
manner.

Mr. Jones: Can you get justice in the State
to-day?

Mr. MULLAXY: The hon. member is not
logical. No sane and even-minded man would
take any notice of what he says. In one
breath he says that justice should be blind,
and in the next he admits that be is biassed
against one man,

Mr. Lutey: We are protesting in the name
of justice,

Mr. MULLAXY: How can the hon. member
take up that attitude? The case is at present
gub judice, and yet we have an hon. member,
sent here by his constituents, holding a re-
sponsible position in the State, taking up this
cxtraordinary attitude. What can the State
expect?

Hon. P. Collier: You stand behind the great-
est and most biassed Tories in the State.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MULLANY: I stand where I think it
is right to stand.

Hon. P. Collier: You are standing behind
the greatest Tories of injustice in the State.
You do not know what you are talking about.
Sit down!

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. MULLANY: You talk about justice in
your party.

The CHALRMAN: Order!
must address the Chair.

Mr, MULLANY: I am guite prepared to do
50. The member for IFremantle admits that
he is biassed, and the Committee should take
no notice of him.

Mr. Jones: I do not say I am biassed against
one particular individuoal. .

Mr, MULLANY: I am
about any individual.

My, Jones: You are.

Mr. MULLANY: The position of warden
is well worthy of the salary that is being
paid by the State. 1f any one individual hasg
transgressed, and is not worthy of the posi-
tion, he should he put out and a man who is
worthy to fill the position should be put in his
place. I trust the amendment will not be
agreed to.

Mr. TROY: Tbhe hon. member for Menzies
(Mr, Mullany) hyproeritically pretends that
the intention of the member for Fremantle
{Mr. Jones} is to reduce the salary received
by wardens on the goldfields.

Mr. Mullany: He moved to do so.

Mr. TROY : The hon, member knows in his
heari that he i3 entirely misleadimg the Com-
mittee. That is not the action of a man; it
is the action of a little black snake,

Mr. Mullany: I rise to a point of order.

Mr. TROY: Why is the hon. member on his
feet?

The CHATRMAN:
order]

Mr. Mullany: I take exception to the re-
mark of the member for Mt Magnet, and
ask him to withdraw it. He said my action
was that of a snake, and not that of a man,

Mr. TROY: I shall not withdraw the re-
mark, heeanse T did not say that he was a
snake. I said that his action was that of a
snake.

Mr. Mullany: T take exception to the re-
mark of the member for Mt. Magnet, and ask
him te withdraw it.

Mr. TROY: T am entitled to be heard, and
your deeision, Sir, must be respected.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member takes
exception to the remark.

Mr. TROY: I am not suggesting any per-
sonal reference to the hon. member.

The CHAIRMAN: Then the hon. member
did not refer to the member for Menzies?

Mr. TROY: T said that this hyproeritical
pretence was not the action of a man. If the
hon. member thinks that the eap fits, what can
1 say?

Mr. Mullany; Mr. Chairman

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Mt.
Mapnet declares that he made no reference to
the hon. member, and therefore the member
for Mt. Magnet has the floor.

The bhon. member

not concerned

What is the point of
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Mr. Mullany: So long as it is under-
stood that the hon. member did not refer to
me, it is all right.

Mr. TROY: The member for Fremantle dis-
tinetly stated that he moved thiz amendment
becanse of the biagsed and partial attitude of
a certain magistrate on the goldfields. He did
not ence assert that the magistrates were over-
paid. He moved for the reduction, beecause in
his opinion the magistrate at Kalgoorlie had
acted in an unfair and partial manner, and
this is the time and the place when such an
amendiment should be moved.

Mr, Mallany: I am quite aware of that.

Mr, TROY: The hon, member is the most
unfortvl.ate man in the covntry,

Mr. AMullany: I would not exchange my
position with yows.
Mr. TROY: Me is on the verge of despair.

 Mr. Mullany: T have a right to my own con-
vietions.

Mr. TROY:
any cabvictions worth a rap.

Mr. Mullany: Liar!

The CITATRMAN: This cannot be allowed
te go on. T usk the hon. member to withdraw
that epithet.

Mr. TROY: Stard up and withdraw,

Mr. Mullany: I withdraw the statoement, bot
would like to say——
The CHATRMAN:
withdraw unreservedly.

Mr. Mullany: Then I ask the member for
Mt, Magnet to withdraw the statement that I
Was a rate

Mr. TROY:
ment.

The CIHATRMAN: T do not think the hon.
member said such a thing. I did not hear bhim.

Mr. Mullany: T heard him.

Mr. TROY: On my word of honour as a
man I did not call the hon, member a rat.

Mr. Muollany: You are not a man. You
know you called me that.

Mr. TROY: Who rules this Committee, 1
should like to know?

The CHHATRMAN: T ask the hon. member
to address the Chair. The member for Mt.
Magnet has assured me that he did not use
the word, 'Will the hon. member cense inter-
rupting?

Mr. Mullany : When the Chairman gives a
ruling, T will bow teo it. I must express my
opinion, howecver. You liar!

Mr. TROY: What does the hon. member
say? T did not call him a rat.

Mr. Mullany: You did,

Mr. TROY: T did not.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member has
distinetly stated that he did not use the
word attributed to him. I aceept his state-
ment, and ask the member for Menzies to re-
frain from interjecting.

Mr. Mullany: Very well, 8ir, T will how fo
your rtuling, but I am entitled to my convie-
tions.

Mr. TROY: I szid that the hon. member
never had any convietions worth a rap, Of
course, if his conscience is causing him to
suffer twinges

Mr. Mullany: ¥ou never had one.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

The hon. member never had
He is servile.

The hon. member must

I d&id not make such a state-
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Mr. Mullany: Order, when it suits you.

Mr, CHAIRMAXN: Order!

Mr. Mullany: 1 beg your pardon, Bir.

The CHAIRMAN: [ desire to conduct the
business of this Chamber is am  impartial
manner. 1f the hon. member continues to
interrupt I will have to report him to Mr.
Speaker. He does not want me to do that,
surely,

Mr, Mullany: T heg your pardon, Sir. 1
was referring to someone clse,

Mr, TROY: I wil! not take any further
notice of the hon. member, The member for
Fremantle is perfectly justified in moving for
a reduction of this vote; amd in making any
protest he ddesires in eonnection with any
warden in the country. Tt is neither fair nor
reasonable for an hon. member to rise
and pretend that he is indignanf, beeaunse
another hon, member wishes to reduce the
salary of one of these officials. I do not know
anything aboot the Rowley cave, or about
Mr. Walter’s action as a magistrate. I cer-
tainlv have not much regard for the man per-
sonally. beeause I know that he is partial.

Mr. Pickering: May I ask the member for
Mt. Magnet a question through the Chair?

The Chairman: No. The member for Mt
Magnet has the floor at present, The mem-
her for Sussex can speak later.

Mr. TROY: T have absolute faets to show
that he is unreliable. T know that when the
late Warden Trovr was appointed te Kalgoor-
lie—and he was one of .the best magistrates
in the State, and a most honourable gentle-
man, and of the finest integrity—that wan,
unider the ewnise of friendship, put the knife
inte Warden Troy’'s back, I have heard poor
old Warden Troy say that Warden Walter’s
own wife gave the show away. A man capable
of such tacties I have a contempt for and de-
spise.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

Honse adjourned at 3.13 am. (Friday).

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 26th Uarch, 1913.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Question on XNotice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘Minutes of Proceedings.’’]

ELECTION RETURN—METROPOLITAXN

PROVIXNCE.

The PRESIDEXT announced the receipt of
a writ issued for the eleetion of a member for
the Metropolitan Provinee showing that John
Nichelson had heen elected.

411

1047

The Hon. Jobn Nicholson took and
scribed the oath and signed the roll,

sub-

EXPEDITIONARY FORCES, EASTER
GREETINGS.

The COLONIAL SECREYARY (Hon., H, P.
Colehatch—East) [440]: I desire to submit
to the House a motion without notice, A
gimilar motion is being submitted in another
place, the intention heing that it shall be
transmitted as an expression from the whole
of the Parliament of Western Australia. The
tnotion remds—

¢t That in this hour of trial and anxiety,
we the members of the Legislative Council
of Western Australia in Parliameat assem-
bled, forward FKaster greetings to our sol-
diers overseas, expressing our admiration of
their unconquerable valour and endurance,
in conjunction with that of the soldiers of
the Empire and the Allies, our complete con-
filence in the ultimate succesz of the eause
of free.iom and righteousness, and our hopes
for their early und trivmphant reiurn to
their Australian homes.”’

Question put and passed, members standing.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENXNT.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebateh-—East) [4.43] in moving the sec-
ond reading said: The single purpose of this
Bill is to amend Subzection 4 of Section 30
of the Land Act Amendment Act 1917, The
Bill is the Jirvect outcome of the motion sub-
mitted in this House by Bir Edward Wit-
tencom and carried without <issent. The
motion was supported by Mr. Drew and other
members, and the Bill has sinee then heen
submitted and has passed through another
Mace, Section 30 of the Act of 1917 con-
ferred on pastoral lessees the right to apply
within 12 months from the 28th March, 1917,
for leave to surremder their leases and renew
them under the conditions of the Aet of 1817
enabling them to obtain extensions until 1948,
but in regard to that rencwal they were to ap-
ply for only one million acres, Sir Edward
Wittenoom  in snbmitting the motion to
which T have referred explained to the House
the great difficulty under which pastoralists
at present not resident in Western Australia
were labouring by having te make provision
for the distribution of their holdings
and his reselution seggested that they should
be given until 12 months after the termination
of the war in which to make this distribution.
The Act at present provides that on the ap-
proval of the appiication double rent is pay-
ahle pending appraisement, as the result of
valuation, but if the lessee is not satisfied
with the increased rent on such appraisement,
he has the right to refuse the renewal and to
revert to the original lease, in which case the
execss rent paid ig, as from the approval of
the application, refunded. The ohject of the
amending Bill is to extend the time for con-
verting leases, under the provisions extending
the lease to 1948, until 12 mouths after the
termination of the war, but for this econces-



